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List of Abreviation 

AKH      Arbeitsgemeinschaft Katholischer Hochschulgemeinden (Association of Catholic 

University Parishes) 

BICE  Bureau International Catholique Enfance 

CCFD  Comité catholique contre la faim et pour le développement 

CCIC  Center Catholique International de Coopération  

ECOSOC United Nations Economic and Social Council 

GCG  Global Campaign Gathering 

GTS  Global Training Session 

IC  International Committee 

ICMYO International Coordination Meeting of Youth Organizations 

IMCS  International Movement of Catholic Students 

JEC  Jeunesse Etudiante Catholique 

JECI-MIEC Jeunesse Etudiante Catholique International – Mouvement International Etu-

diante Catholique 

KSJ  Katholiche Studierende Jugend  

LTLT  Learning To Live Together 

MCE  Movimento Católico de Estudiantes (Catholic Students Movement) 

MSAC  Movimento Studenti d’Azione Cattolica  

NGO  Non-Governmental Organizations 

OHCHR Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 

SCA  Students Catholic Action  

SDGs  Sustainable Development Goals 

TSC  Thanh Sinh Công (Young Students Catholic) 

UNESCO United Nations Educational Scientific and Cultural Organization  

WYD  World Youth Day 

YCS/YSM Young Catholic Students/Young Students Movement 
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The International Young Catholic Student (IYCS) is a Catholic action movement of the 
apostolate of Laity. It is traditionally an evangelization agent in schools and student 
milieu (secondary and higher education). It has a status of private juridical personality 
according to canons 298-311 and 321-329 of the Code of Canon law. IYCS is recog-
nized by the Holy See as an International Catholic Organization and the Pontifical 
Council for the laity is its dicastery. It maintains close links with the Vatican Secretariat 
of State, in particular the section in charge of relations with the States. In international 
institutions, IYCS is committed to the United Nations with a consultative status to the 
Economic and Social Commission (ECOSOC) and operational status at UNESCO. 

Mainly composed of pupils and students, IYCS is present in 87 countries.  

 

Inspired by the spirituality of Cardinal Joseph Cardijn (the founder of the Young Chris-
tian Workers), IYCS has a spirituality of reflection and action that helps young people to 
the internalization of faith and to match their life to the Gospel. It is through the method-
ology of the Review of Life, of See-judge-Act, that YCS provides formation and raises 
youth engagement in their realities. It is engagement that translates in mobilization and 
action against poverty, exclusion and injustice in the World and a commitment to be in 

service of the poorest of the poor.  

 

In the apostolate work of IYCS, there are topics that are important in our agenda. It 
comes to topics which have direct consequence in the life of pupils and students. That 
is why, in the image of the international community, we have actively participated in the 
process of reflection and decision of the Post 2015 Agenda for Development and, now 
that it is adopted by the UN, we are engaging actively in the Sustainable Development 
Goals’ promotion and implementation. The Global Campaign 2015-2019: “Protecting 
our Common Home” comes from this commitment. The global campaign has mobi-
lized our national movements in different thematic areas such as the promotion of edu-
cation, the promotion of peace and conflict resolution in school and academic milieus, 

the preservation of environment, good governance, solidarity actions, and fraternity. 

IYCS-jECI 
International  Young  Catholic  Students 

Jeunesse Etudiante Catholique Internationale 

IYCS Annual Report 2017 
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Introduction 

As we are not alone in building 
the society; we have strength-
ened our collaboration with peo-
ple of goodwill who share similar 
aspirations for a better world, 
hence the various interreligious 
and intercultural dialogue initia-
tives that we have organized dur-
ing this year and the different net-
works with which we have en-
gaged. Notable among these 
events was a Global Training 
Session under the theme, 
“protecting our Common Home; 
Students building a Peaceful 
Tomorrow today” held in Amman 
Jordan, and the International Col-
loquium on Integral Ecology and 
Peace Building organized in col-
laboration with the American Uni-
versity of Madaba. Also equally 
significant was the Forum of 
Catholic Inspired NGOs held in 

Rome for which we were a found-
ing member. 
 
In relation to the Church, we wel-
comed with great joy, the news of 
the synod of Bishops on Youth 
convoked by the Holy Father and 
in leveraging on the opportunity it 
provided to contribute to the build-
ing of the Church of Christ, we 
launched a global survey on 
Youth, Education and Faith other-
wise known as 
#OneMillionYouthVoices 
through which we collected hun-
dreds of opinion of young people 
all over the world in preparation 
for the 2018 Synod of Bishops on 
Youth, Faith and Vocational Dis-
cernment. We also took part in 
the expert meeting convoked by 
the synod secretariat to provide 
practical input in the synod pre-

 
The International Secretariat of IYCS had a strategic objective of devel-
oping further actions and reflection towards the attainment of our Glob-
al Campaign objectives which are to reduce global warming, promote 
access to holistic quality education and promote peace and conflict 
resolution through student’s contributions. All levels of our Movements 
(regional, national, local) are well mobilized  and have continued to cre-
ate safe spaces for students and young people to encounter each oth-
er, share experiences and deepen their spirituality and personal rela-
tionship with God. The year 2017 has been very eventful for the IYCS 
Movement, as seen in the increased engagement on the part of our 
Movements and members locally, regionally and at the global levels 
and through its important mission of raising formation to build student’s 
capacity to act for the transformation of the world.  

paratory process, one of outcome 
of which was a pre-synodal youth 
meeting convoked by His Holi-
ness in March of 2018. We were 
also actively involved in the re-
view of the WYD 2016 as well as 
the preliminary preparatory pro-
cess for the WYD 2019. 
 

Within the International Communi-
ty, we have continued in our out-
reach and advocacy effort to 
mainstream voices of young peo-
ple especially young YCSers in 
the global discuss participating in 
all UN and UN agencies fora 
where youth and youth concerns 
are being discussed. Among such 
events where the 2017 ECOSOC 
Youth Forum in New York, the 
UNESCO – Misk NGO Forum on 
Youth and their social impact held 
in Saudi Arabia, the UNESCO 
General Conference in Paris, 
UNESCO NGO Climate Forum 
etc. and Youth Engagement doc-
ument etc. 
 

With gratitude to all our develop-
ment partners, our most active 
and supportive members at the 
grassroot who are the major pro-
tagonists of all that we’ve been 
able to accomplish in 2017 and to 
God who’s grace was sufficient 
for us during this year, we are 
happy to share with you this 
narrative report of actions in 
2017 as well as the financial 
part. 
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International Colloquium 

This session which was 
organized in close collabo-
ration with the American 
University of Madaba was 
well attended by students 
and professors from the 
University community, reli-
gious leaders among whom 
were Sheikh Dr. Hassan Abu 
of Islamic Religion, Fr. Jo-
seph Salloum of Christian 
Religion and Dr. Hala and 
Ahmad from the Taiwan Bud-
dhist Foundation. The collo-
quium emphasised that eve-
ryone, especially faith com-
munities have the moral 
imperative to clearly define 

the new paradigm that fo-
cuses on the dignity and 
integrity of the human per-
son.  
It also clearly pointed that 
religion cannot be practiced 
if the earth ceases to exist, 
hence the need unite in car-
ing for the environment as 
our common treasure. 
 

Pope Francis in his message 
to us through the Secretariat 
of State welcomed this initia-
tive and encouraged us to be 
convincing heralds of peace 
by first seeking peace our-
selves.1 

In our effort to promote Global Citizenship and Intercultural 
Dialogue among students as well as with stakeholders in 
building a sustainable world, we did organize an Interna-
tional Colloquium on Integral Ecology and Peace explor-
ing topics such as Interfaith and intercultural Dialogue, 
building a safe & peaceful world together; and Integral 
ecology - the role of religion. 

IYCS Asia Laudato Si Training Session 

Sheikh Dr. Hassan Abu & Fr. Joseph Salloum 

As a follow up to the Implementa-
tion of the IYCS Global Campaign, 
the International Secretariat with the 
support of the Asian Chaplain Fr. 
Sergio Maniba organized an IYCS 
Asia: Climate Summit and Extraor-
dinary Asian Council, “Protecting 
Our Common Home: Asian Stu-
dents Taking Action to Protect 
Creation and Build Sustainable 
Peace”. The Summit which was 

held from 13-19th March 2017 at 
the Assumption Retreat House, 
Sumulong Highway, Antipolo City, 
Rizal, Philippines brought togeth-
er over 18 delegates composed of 
Chaplains, Animators, and Stu-
dents from seven Asian National 
Movements (YCS/YSM India, 
YCS Bangladesh, YCS Taiwan, 
YCS Thailand, TSC Vietnam, 
YCS China, and SCA Philip-
pines). The session which was 

 

facilitated by the IYCS Secre-
tary General Richard APEH 
created space for participants 
to share their experiences and 
feedback from their respective 
National Movements as well as 
address, as a region, the IYCS 
Global Campaign 2015-2019.  
The Summit and Council was 
structured around small, facili-
tated workshops and presenta-
tions to allow the delegates to 

1 http://iycs-jeci.org/2017/10/message-of-his-holiness-

pope-francis-to-iycs-during-the-international-colloquium-

on-integral-ecology-peace-building/  
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Jordan 2017:  

Global Training Session & International Committee  

enter into discussion that would 
enable them to come up with a 
Final Statement for the Asian Re-
gion as a call to action in relation 
to the theme: “Protecting Our 
Common Home,” as well as pro-
pose solutions for the future of the 
IYCS Asian Coordination and its 
National Movements.  
On the last day, an Extraordinary 
Asian Council was held to allow 
the Asian Movements make deep-
er reflection and take decisions 

about viable actions that would 
respond to the Asian Coordination 
challenges and offer proposals on 
how to proceed with the future of 
the Asian Coordination Office 
which is currently located in the 
Philippines. 
Feedback from the Summit and 
Council was very positive and 
enriching – the delegates greatly 
enjoyed the opportunity that was 
given to them to be able to re-
spond to the future of IYCS Asia 

and as a group, to create a call to 
action on the Global Campaign of 
IYCS Asia. The program also 
gave the different National Move-
ments opportunity to explore ide-
as together and raise commonali-
ties within their own countries to 
rise and act for a better future for 
the world and for the future of the 
Church. 

 
 

The 4th Global Campaign Gathering 

(GCG), that was a follow up to the 3rd 

GCG, held under the theme 

«Protecting our Common Home; Stu-

dents building a peaceful tomorrow 

today» in Amman, Jordan from 5-13 

October, 2017. Participants at the ses-

sion were drawn from IYCS National 

and regional teams, partners, collabora-

tors and experts. They evaluated previ-

ous actions and developed new compe-

tences and tools to strengthen IYCS 
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continued to show less or no political will to 

change things for the better. The participants 

and experts, about 50 of them, gathered at 

this forum to address this very complex 

global crisis requiring multi-faceted ap-

proach to tackle it – understanding that the 

solution will not emerge from one individual 

approach or effort. 

 

The 4th GCG was therefore timely and an ap-

propriate forum for Young Catholic Students, 

filled with the burning desire of building a bet-

ter world for themselves and the generations 

to come, to harness their energy and potential 

TODAY in order to achieve their dream of 

PEACEFUL TOMORROW. It afforded them 

the opportunity to raise more youth actors who 

are ecologically converted and filled with new 

hope and zeal to strengthen their local 

‘sustainable ecology’ outreach programmes 

and engage other youths in the campaign to 

local participation in reaching the expected results of the 

Campaign Gathering. 

It sought to interrogate and to proffer solution to the crises of 

increasing number of young people who feel helpless, and 

sometimes restive as they are faced by global facts and fig-

ures of increased violent conflicts that are strongly linked to 

current global ecological crisis. This is coming at a time 

when leaders and citizens of many Nations of the world have 

build a peaceful tomorrow by pro-

tecting our common home today. 

Participants at the 2017 Global 

Training Session were drawn 

from Delegates of IYCS National 

Movements Representing Each 

Region, Regional Coordination 

Teams (Africa, Asia, Europe, Mid-

dle East, Latin America), Interna-

tional Secretariat of IYCS, Inter-

national Working Commissions of 

IYCS, Local Organizing Commit-

tee from JEC Jordan and Repre-

sentative of International Move-

ment of Catholic Students 

(IMCS). 

 

Also welcomed at this session 

where Representatives of Other 

Partners such as Caritas Jor-

dan, the Taiwan Buddhist Foun-

dation as well as Muslim Stu-

dents and scholars who partici-

pated in the International Dia-

logue Session on Peace and 

integral Ecology organised at 

the American University of 

Madaba.  
 

For the final declaration and 

other outcome of the session, 

check report of global training 

session on our website. 
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At the International Secretariat 

To strengthen our human resource capacity as well as 
offer IYCS members from around the world, the oppor-
tunity to participate and learn from the operations of the 
International Secretariat, we started to re-experiment the 
process of engaging members as intern in the Interna-
tional secretariat. 

During this trial period, thanks to the 
benevolence of JEC France, we 
worked with Mahault Debrule who 
was on Civic Service with JEC Paris. 
Her responsibility during the period 
she worked with us focused on repre-
sentation at UNESCO as well as re-
search relating to IYCS Database 

around the world. 

We also had the privilege of working 
with Johannes Exelers from KSJ 
Germany who’s  specific duties was 
related to the project of International 
Colloquium on Integral Ecology and 
Peace Building held at the American 

University of Madaba.  

To build on this experience, a call 
for intern and volunteers has been 
launched to engage more students 
and IYCS members in 2018 in our 
actions Mahault Debrule & Richard APEH at UNESCO headquarters 

Johannes Exelers from KSJ Germany 
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Sustainable Commissions  

We have continued to work to 
empower the International Com-
missions to be more strategically 
positioned to support the Inter-
national organs of our move-
ment in the implementation of its 
set objectives. In responding to 
the many confusion which has 
slowed the effectiveness of most 
of the commissions in the past, 
we developed with the support 
of the International Advisory 
Board, a new guideline detailing 
the roles of each commission, 
thanks to the effort of Nuno 
Wemans, former Secretary Gen-
eral who led this process. 
The commissions are their re-
sponsible National Movements, 
contact person, International 
Team representative are also 
shown in the table. 

In October 2017, during the In-

ternational Committee meeting 

held in Amman Jordan, YCS 

Nigeria was elected as the 

host of the next IYCS World 

Council. Following this, the Se-

cretary General has met with 

the National Coordinator and 

some members of the National 

Team in Nigeria to kick start the 

preparatory process for the 

Council which will convoke in 

summer of 2019. The World 

Composition of the Commissions 

Commissions Chaired by 
Contact  
Person 

Representa-
tive of Interna-

tional Team 

Promotion & 
Extension 

JEC Côte d’Ivoire Fulgence  
KOUASSI 

Steven Segura 

Advocacy & 
Representation 

JEC Cameroon  Kevin Tanguy  Innocent Odongo 

Campaign 
YCS South Korea  John Dong  Tariq Hijazeen 

Chaplaincy & 
Theology 

YCS Nigeria Fr. Benjamin 
Asagh & Uchenna 
Enebe JP 

 Lybia Flores 

Finance 
MSAC Italy Emanuela Gitto/

Bernardo 
 Simon Fisher 

Resource & 
Publication 

YCS/YSM India Fr. Chetan  
Machado 

Agathe Sagne 

Next IYCS World Council 
Council is the highest deci-

sion making body of our 

Movement and meets in or-

dinary session every four 

years to reflect on the life of 

the Movement, determine 

priorities, elect new Interna-

tional Secretariat team mem-

bers, ratify election of regio-

nal secretariat team amongst 

other things as stipulated by 

the IYCS Statutes (cf. IYCS 

Statutes art. 5.1) 
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Communication with Movements 

Apart from the Bi-Monthly Newsletter and the Monthly Theo-
logical Reflection, the International Secretariat now maintains regu-

larly update on website and social media, handles hence bridging 

communication cap between the International Secretariat and the Na-
tional Movements. 
Our social media engagements has continued to increase basically on 

facebook and twitter as well as regular visit to our website from dif-

ferent part of the world. This is mostly due to the increased content as 
well as the sharing of the activities/initiatives of the National and Region-
al Movements that could be beneficial to JEC Movements and other or-
ganizations around the world. 
The presence on Social Media also help us to communicate not just with 
the regional and national leaders of the movement, but also directly with 
the IYCS members at the grassroots. 

The celebration of the IYCS World 
Day which was instituted at our 2015 
World Council was meant to enhance 
the spirit of solidarity among our 
Movement. It is a day to raise aware-
ness in one voice on a global reality 
that is of concern to the world of 
young people no matter where they 
may be.  Not only was the Commem-
oration of the 2017  IYCS World Day 
a special occasion for us as we initiat-
ed a special action towards the safety 
of schools around the world, it was 
also a special day to celebrate  the 
50th anniversary of the death of 
Cardinal Joseph Cardijn who’s 
works inspired the formation of the 
IYCS movement in the 1920’s. 
Thanks to this sacrificial effort, YCS 
today is a transformative agent in 
school reaching millions of young 
people all over the world.  

2017 IYCS World Day 

During our 2017 International Com-
mittee meeting in Jordan, it was de-
cided that the theme of the celebra-
tion should be based on an aspect of 
quality education, and in order to en-
sure wider consultation and oppor-
tunity for the students themselves to 
determine the theme of the celebra-
tion, we launched a competition. 

Joseph Cardijn 
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emotional safety and free-
dom from fears of molesta-
tion. 

The 2017 IYCS World Day 
was therefore an opportuni-
ty for our members to share 
experiences in our national 
movements, create a 
stronger network of stu-
dents engaged in their 
schools all over the world 
and to reiterate our call and 
action to rid our schools of 
all elements that makes it 
unsafe for learning activi-
ties; from poor physical 
structure, to fear of bullying 
and molestation, discrimi-
nation and racism, sexual 
harassment, gangs and 
cultism, and all unethical 

Spiritual Retreat of Secretariat Members 

We received inputs from Cam-
eroon, and Italy, after careful 
study of suggestions, the 
theme proposed by the Italian 
Students “Lets Dream and 
Build our School” was se-
lected. 

The theme was selected be-
cause in IYCS, the notion 
of inclusive and equitable 
quality education and life-
long learning opportunities 
for all which the SDG 4 seeks 
to achieve, for us go beyond 
just the educational program. 
Quality education implies the 
right for students to study in a 
place where they feel physi-
cally safe. This is not only in 
terms of physical structure 
safety, it also includes the 

elements. 

The Hashtag #IYCS4SafeSchools 
was created for students to share 
their experiences and activities of 
this special day and as a follow up 
to this, we have lunched a survey 
on the safety of schools. 

IYCS Campaign for school safety by  YCS Italy (MSAC) 

To support actions and that of our 
movement around the world with 
prayers, our International Chaplain 
celebrates the Holy Eucharistic for 
us at the International Secretariat 
along with our IMCS colleagues 
every week to pray for the many 

intensions and needs of our 
Movements.  

In the same way, we also had a 
joint retreat on June 23rd to re-
flect on the theme of Evangeli-
zation with special reflection on 
the main documents written 
by Pope Francis (Evangelii 
Gaudium, Laudato Si, Amoris 
Laetitia,) and its implication for 
our mission as International sec-
retariat team members. This 
was also linked to the protection 
patrimony and cultural heritage 
as well as tourism. And by way 
of practical training related to 

the theme, we visited the Ca-
thedral of Chartres 

 The 2017 retreat which was 
held at the historical city of 
Chartres was animated by Rev. 
Fr. Antoine Sondag, Former 
International Chaplain of IYCS 
and IMCS and Current Director 
at the French Catholic Bishops 
Conference National Service for 
the Universal Mission of the 
Church  

This year, we were also joined 
by the visiting Deputy Nation-
al Chaplain of YCS Nigeria, Fr. 
James Nanbak. 
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Team Development and Capacity Building 

Relation with Former members 

IYCS Secretary General Richard 
APEH participated in the second 
International Train the Trainers 
course on how to design, conduct, 
monitor and evaluate quality training 
workshops on the use of the Learn-
ing to Live Together Programme 
organized by Arigatou International 
Geneva.  
The workshop took place in Men-
thon-Saint-Bernard, a small village 

in France from 8 – 14 April, 2017, 
and was intended for people previ-
ously trained on the use of the 
Learning to Live Together Pro-
gramme (LTLT) who had institutional 
support, experience implementing 
the programme, and who have par-
ticipated in advanced training cours-
es in the past. 
During this course, Participants had 
the opportunity to discuss the Ethics 

Education Framework, as well as 
how to use techniques to facilitate 
dialogues and educational practices 
that foster interfaith and intercultur-
al learning. In the process, they 
learned how to introduce monitoring 
and evaluation tools during Facilita-
tors Training workshops. 

In order to foster intergenerational 
dialogue and corporation which the 
Holy Father, Pope Francis has continu-
ally encouraged in recent years, we 
have maintained constant dialogue with 
former members of IYCS team and as 
well as former members network in the 
different countries some of whom also 
payed physical visit to the team in Paris.  

- Visit of Lazare 

- Visit of Edouard 

- Visit of Fr. Mike  

- 2 Priests from Lebanon and Switzer-
land  

We are also grateful to our former Sec-
retary General Nuno Wemans who vol-
unteered his service in the past two 
years in the accounting work 

The secretariat seeks to further deepen 
this dialogue with our veterans leading 
to formalize international former mem-
bers structure in the coming years. 
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Advocacy and Representation at UN ECOSOC 

Our Advocacy and International 
engagement work has recorded 
successes in many fronts in the 
year 2017, from new volunteers 
joining our newly created UN Task 
Team, to a more strategic engage-
ment and participation in UN Pro-
cesses. The new members of the 
UN Task team includes, Ryan Kelly 
(Student of Environmental Science 
from Netherlands), Gideon Seun 
Olanrewaju (Student of Internation-
al Development and Education from 
Sussex University UK) and Ful-
gence Kouassi (National President 
of JEC Ivory Coast, Student of 
UNESCO Chair Master in Sustaina-
ble Development) and Agathe M. 
Sagne (IYCS Africa Regional Coor-
dinator). 

Our increased engagement within 
the UN systems has been largely 
due to our leadership position within 
the different important networks in 
the UN Systems. IYCS currently 
serves as Member of the Taskforce 

Agathe M. SAGNE;  

IYCS Africa regional 

Coordinator 

for the International Coordination 
Meeting of Youth Organizations 
(ICMYO) making us a strategic 
partner in the planning and organi-
zation of the ECOSOC Youth Fo-
rums and contributing to drafting 
of the different UN Youth engage-
ments strategies. Within this 
framework, we have represented 
the ICMYO network in many UN 
Processes, such as Middle East 
regional consultations organized 
by the OHCHR to draft a set of 
concise and action oriented 
draft guidelines on the effective 
implementation of the right to 
participate in public affairs (as 
mandated by Human Rights Coun-
cil resolution 33/22)1 IYCS’s repre-
sented by Roy Ibrahim (National 
Secretary of JEC Lebanon) partici-
pated in consultation which was 
held in Beirut from 21 – 22 De-
cember, 2017 

We were also represented by Liu 
Yanmin (YCS China National Co-

ordinator) at the 2017 ECOSOC 
Youth Forum held from 30 - 31 Janu-
ary 2017 at the UN Headquarters 
New York. During this session, we 
also participated in an interactive ses-
sion with young elected representa-
tives on the #NotTooYoungToRun 
Campaign2 organized by the office of 
the Secretary General’s Envoy on 
Youth. The Campaign seek to mobi-
lize more young people to run for 
elective positions as well as advocate 
for the removal for various age and 
other barriers that prevent young 
people from contesting for elective 
positions.  

 

 

Gideon Seun Olanrewaju                        Agathe M. Sagne                                       Ryan Kelly                                       Liu Yanmin                                     Fulgence Kouassi 

1 https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/
UNDOC/LTD/G16/211/41/PDF/G1621141.pdf?
OpenElement 
 
2 http://nottooyoungtorun.org/ 
 
3 http://unesdoc.unesco.org/
images/0022/002271/227150e.pdf  
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Advocacy and Representation at UNESCO 

We participated in the UNESCO 7th International Forum 
of NGOs organized in May 2017 in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. 
The forum was on Youth and their Social Impact, we took 
part in the development of the concept note and entire 
logistic for this forum. During the forum Our Secretary 
General facilitated a breakout interactive session on 
“Promoting Equal Opportunity for Young Men and 
Women in Formal and non-formal Education”. Our 
former African Coordinator and current member of IYCS 
Advisory board, Gérard Kabore, was also selected as 
one of the Panelist for the session on Climate. IYCS had 
in attendance at this forum, 5 of its members from Latin 
America, Europe, Africa and the International Secretariat 
team. 

At UNESCO, we’ve had even more robust and successful engagements. IYCS Currently serves 
on the UNESCO-NGO Liaison Committee where Richard APEH (IYCS Secretary General) is 
the current Secretary of the Liaison Committee as well as responsible for Youth related matters 
on the committee. Our strategic contribution at UNESCO and to UNESCO’s work in 2017 in-
clude, providing Feedback at the request of UNESCO Secretariat on  UNESCO's internal tool 
on “Meaningfully engaging with youth: Guidance and training on UNESCO”s work within the 
Operational Strategy on Youth (2014-2021). We also met with external program auditors during 
the midterm review of UNESCO operational strategy 2014 - 2021 to provide face-to-face inter-
view on the implementation of the Youth Strategy. 

UNESCO NGO Forum Saudi Arabia - May 2017  

IYCS delegates 
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IYCS addressed member states 
at the plenary of the 39th General 
Conference of UNESCO on 4th 
November, 2017 in which we 
called on member states to cre-
ate stronger formal and non-
formal educational systems, 
which addresses all forms of 
exclusion and marginalization, 
disparities and inequalities in 
access, participation and learn-
ing outcomes. We also urged on 
all government leaders to em-
brace ‘Progressive Universal-
ism’; an approach in pursing 
quality education for all while pri-
oritizing education in the early 
years of a child’s life and reaching 
out to the most disadvantaged 
populations, where the Social 
returns is the highest. 

See here:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eWW_b4UEJDU&t=11256s  

and  

http://iycs-jeci.org/iycs-intervention-at-unesco-39th-general-
conference/  

Finally we demanded from mem-
ber states to ensure that Quality 
education should also take into 
account the physical safety of the 
learning environment. As school 
where the students can really feel 
at home and where everyone’s 
diversity is welcomed and made 
unique can enhance learning. 

UNESCO General Conference  

With some Youth Delegates and also 

with Holy See Ambassador & Perma-

nent Delegate to UNESCO, Msgr. 

Francesco Follo at the 39th General 

Conference of UNESCO  
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We participated and also ad-
dressed the Social and Human 
Science Commission UNESCO 
during its sitting at the 39th Gen-
eral Conference of UNESCO 
where we called on the Commis-
sion’s attention to the side-lining 
of most youth organizations in the 
organization of 2017 UNESCO 
Youth Forum noting that these 

organizations contribute in great 
way to UNESCO’s works, and 
should be properly consulted in 
the future. We also ask for future 
feedback on how the youth forum 
recommendations are being im-
plemented within the policy devel-
opment of the different member 
states. 
 

In December 2017, IYCS represented by its Secretary 

General and a member of the IYCS UN Task Team 

participated in the UNESCO 8th International forum of 

NGOs dedicated to the contributions of NGOs in ad-

dressing climate change, which was held in Paris right 

after the 39th session of the General Conference 

which the adopted the UNESCO updated strategy as 

well as the Declaration of Ethical Principles in rela-

tion to Climate Change. The forum’s theme « Let’s 

change minds not the climate » sums up the UNESCO 

strategy not only to combat climate change but also to 

leverage social transformations through inclusion, 

equality and solidarity for sustainable development. 

The two days’ forum showcased the urgency and ne-

cessity of a holistic as well as multi-sectoral approach 

(communication, education, basic and natural scienc-

es) in line with the 2030 Agenda so as to leave no one 

behind. 

UNESCO Social Human Science Commission 

UNESCO Climate Forum, Paris 
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Accompaniment of IYCS  

Regional and National Movements 

The 2017 JECI-MIEC European committee 
meeting was held in Hurth, near Cologne in 
Germany from 3-8 Sept, 2018. The IYCS 
Team was represented by both the Interna-
tional Chaplain Fr Charles Menezes and the 
Secretary General Richard APEH. 

The committee created opportunity for Nation-
al Movements to present updates regarding 
their movements, showcased some of their 
initiatives through country exhibition as well as 
discussed future projects within the region 
and in their respective National Movements.  

It was also an opportunity to contribute to the ongoing programs and campaigns of the Movement.   

The committee concluded with the election of new European Coordination team headed by  

Mariana Sousa from MCE Portugal. Other members of the coordination includes Giovanna Ferrari from MSAC Italy 
and Simon der Fischer from AKH Germany. 

Apart from maintaining regularly digital contact with most of our regional and na-
tional movements, the International Secretariat did pay physical visit to some 
Movements, first to strengthen our mutual solidarity, increase and promote the 
sense of Internationality with students at grassroots, listen directly to them 
and answer to some of their inquiries. Such visits were also meant to strengthen 
corporation between the YCS Movement and the former members as well as with 
the Episcopal conference. Each visit was characterized with a  

- Visit to some local chapters 

- Meeting with episcopal conference representative or commission for youth 

- Meeting with National Team members 

- Meeting with former members 

- Leadership and capacity building for the team on IYCS Global campaign and 
where possible general interactive session with YCS members from across the 
country. In 2017, we have visited the following movements: 

JECI-MIEC European Committee, Germany 2017  
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We visited the Indian Movement twice in 2017, first during the 2nd Na-
tional Convention held in Kolkota in 21 - 26 May, 2017 where our 
International Chaplain was a guest speaker. It also offered us the op-
portunity to conduct the #OneMillionYouthVoices among the partici-

pants of the convention collecting 
over 500 respondents. In June 2017 , 
the Secretary General also visited the 
Movement, this time to meet the 
Movements in the diocese and chap-
ters. He has met with the Hierarchy of 
the Latin Rites Catholic Church of 
India under which the YCS operates 
represented by Archbishop of Delhi, 
Anil J.T. Conto and Bishop Franco 
Mulakkal Chairman of Youth Pastoral. 
He also met with former IYCS Secre-
tary General Manoj Matthew and for-
mer Asian Team member Menuka 
and concluded his visit to India with 
the Animators and Chaplains Train-
ing (ACT) held in Delhi. This training 
session brought together over 40 
Chaplains and Animators from the 
different Dioceses and province in 
India reflect on the accompaniment 
young people in India. 

YCS/YSM India 

2nd National Convention in Kolkota 

YCS Bangladesh  

The Secretary General visited YCS Bang-
ladesh during his South Asian Movement 
tour. During this visit to Dhaka which lasted 
from 5th – 9th July, 2017, he held a one-day 
training session for the Animators of YCS 
on 7 July 2017 with over 30 Animators from 
different parts of the country in attendance. 
The training which was in form of facilitated 
discussion session focused on IYCS Identi-
ty (History, Spirituality/Review of Life meth-
od, IYCS Global Campaign). There was a 
brief discussion on Evangeli Gaudium, the 
concept of Volunteerism and their Roles as 
Animators in accompanying the students.  

Animators Training  Session 
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I Y C S  S e c r e t a r y  G e n e -
ral Richard APEH visited the Stu-
dent Catholic Action of Philip-
pines (SCAP); the IYCS National 
Movement in the Philippines, in 
March 2017 during which he met 
the National Coordinators Frence 
Boiser and Jonel Mascardo as 
well as some former members of 
the Movement where he discuss 
the challenge of the Asian Re-
gional Secretariat which is cur-
rently domicile in Manila Philip-
pines and ask for greater support 
from the National Team. He also 
visited some YCS units at La 
Salle University and College of 
the Holy Spirit where he met and 
discussed with SCA members on 
their successes and the different 
encounters that they go through 
in building a a community of value 
based students who are determi-

ned to transform the world. During 
this visit, he also met with dele-
gates from Xian Diocese from 
China who are interested in 

starting the YCS in their diocese.  

 

The second day was an interactive session 
with members of YCS cells from different 
schools in Dhaka City as well as a visit to 
some selected schools within Dhaka and reli-
gious communities.  

The visit was concluded with a courtesy visit 
to the Apostolic Nuncio to Bangladesh, Arch-
bishop George Kocherry to intimate him on 
the activities of YCS both globally and in 
Bangladesh, strengthen relation with different 
Vatican Foreign Mission and call for greater 
support for the YCS Movement in Bangla-
desh. Interactive session with YCS cells 

SCA Philippines 
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The visit to Nepal started with a Courtesy visit to the Bishop 
of Kathmandu along with the former Chaplain of YCS Nepal; 
Fr. Augustine Pulickal to discuss the situation of YCS Nepal 
and the plan to resuscitate the Movement since there is no 
longer an active YCS Movement in Nepal and ask his blessing 
for the mission. This was followed by a meeting with former 

members and animators of YCS includ-
ing the first president of YCS Nepal from 
1989.  There was great enthusiasm 
among the former members to reawaken 
the movement recounting how much 
impact the Movement made in their lives 
and their willingness to see the same 
impact replicated in the younger students 
and youths of Nepal.  

The visit concluded with an interactive 
session with students and staff of John 
Bosco College, Kathmandu. 

YCS  Nepal 

JEC Seville (15 – 18 June 2017)  

At the invitation of the mem-
bers of JEC Seville, Spain, 
we participated in the reunion 
of the JEC Seville group 
meeting to interact with mem-
bers on their realities as well 
as accompany them in the 
design of the year plan of 
action  
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JEC Spain  

We participated in the XXXVII 
General Assembly of JEC Spain 
held from 2 - 7 August in Plas-
encia Diocese under the theme 
“Iglesia Aulas” meaning the 
Church in the Class Room. 
 

It was a good opportunity to reflect 
along with the Spanish students 
about their mission and action in 

the high schools, universities, 
first jobs and the world in gen-
eral. It also offered opportunity 
to deepen reflection on localiz-
ing the IYCS Global Cam-
paign of Protecting our 
Common Home. 

JEC France  

The International Secretariat team 
members participated in the various 
activities organized by JEC Paris and 
the National Team of JEC France 
such as the Annual General Assem-
bly held in Paris from June 3 – 5, 
2017 and the Summer camp held in 
Méréville Centre, France from 20 – 27 
August, 2017 focused around the an-
nual thematic theme “Quel Monde 
pour Demain?” which looks at the 
question environment, education and 
the future of Europe. This has provid-

JEC Lebanon 

Accompanied by the JEC Lebanon General Secretary 
Roy Ibrahim, the IYCS Secretary General visited the 
two remaining JEC houses in Zahle and Saida 
where he interacted with the local JEC members in 
those cities, about the various changes they encoun-
ter especially the conflict tension that is building up 
in the various Lebanese community, the opportunities 
for growth. He also met with animators and former 
members in those cities. The hallmark of the visit was 
the welcoming Mass celebrated by the Bishop attend-
ed by over 300 students from the various federation 
of JEC in Lebanon. 

ed us the opportunity to further deepen our relationship 
and corporation with the French Movement of JEC. 
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Working in Relation with Church & other Church organs  

IYCS took part in the International evaluation meeting for the 
2016 World Youth Day organized by the Dycastery for Laity, Family 
and Human Life titled “from Krakow to Panama” held in Rome 
from 5 – 9 April 2017 to access the impact of the 2016 World Youth 
Day as well as kick start the preparatory process for the 2019 World 
Youth Day in Panama. The meeting also focused on the synod jour-

neying with young people and 
organized a session in collabora-
tion with the synod secretariat to 
offer the young participants op-
portunity to reflect on the 2018 
Synod of Bishops on Youth 
Faith and Vocational Discern-
ment and provide input on synod 
and the preparatory processes.  

IYCS was represented by Secre-
tary General Richard Apeh and 
Matteo Vasca of Movimento Stu-
denti d’Azione Cattollica (IYCS 
Italian National Movement). Other 
IYCS National Movements pre-
sent and representing their vari-
ous Episcopal conferences were. 
Ghana, Malawi, The gambia, Ita-
ly, Slovenia, Bangladesh, and 
Tchad.  

WYD Evaluation Meeting Rome (From Krakow to Panama)  

International Youth Seminar on Synod 2018  

IYCS Secretary General was among the 20 Youth 
representative selected by the general secretariat 
of Synod of Bishops along with 50 Experts basi-
cally academic Professors and experts in youth 
work for the International Youth Seminal on the 
2018 Synod.  

The meeting was aimed at considering the 
state of affairs of young people. Specialists in 
fields related to young people from various coun-
tries of the world, together with a selected group 
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of young people participated en-
suring a wide-ranging discussion 
on young people today hence 
useful input in the preparation of 
the 2018 Synod of Bishops on 
Youth, Faith and Vocational Dis-
cernment. IYCS expresses sin-
cere gratitude to the Holy Father 
for the great opportunity to con-
tribute to this historic moment 
bringing voices of young people 
all over the world to the Church 
who have clearly demonstrated 
during the youth synod preparato-
ry process that she's ever listen-
ing and ready to walk with us in 
this journey of Faith 

 

The youth delegates though from 
different parts of the world some 
of whom have never known each 
other used the seminar as spaces 
for exchanges and sharing friend-
ly moments hence offering each 
other the taste of the universality 
of the church and at the end 
coined for each other, the slogan 
in the concluding statement to the 
Holy Father through the synod 
secretariat, "we are a family, let 
us listen to Each other and 
grow together!" we created so-
cial media to maintain contact and 
enrich each other and this group 
has evolved into what is today 
called the Global Culture 
Changers 

 

As part of the outcome of the 
meeting, we did recorded a video 
message conveying our aspira-
tions and expectation for the syn-

od and the church which was de-
livered to the Holy Father. One of 
the demand was for a pre-synodal 
meeting with the Holy Father for a 
direct encounter and exchanges 
with youth selected from different 
part of the world and culture prior 
to the synod as well as possibility 
for a Vatican youth delegates pro-
gramme. 

Most of the request made by 
the youth delegates during the 
meeting either in the organization 
of the meeting itself or in the pro-
cess leading up to the synod in 
October 2018 has been accord-
ingly addressed.  
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IYCS Secretary Gen-
eral Richard Apeh, African 
Coordinator, Innocent 
Odongo and some IYCS 
members and leaders 
from Spain, Italy and Pal-
estine participated in the 
2nd International Con-
gress of Catholic Action 
(26 - 30 April) which 
brought together Cardinals, 
Bishops, priests and Catho-
lic Action leaders from over 
50 Countries around world.  

The congress was graced 
with the visit of His Holi-
ness, Pope Francis who in 

his address reaffirmed the need for renewing 
and re-echoing the call for Catholic Action to 
have as core objective, 
the Mission of Christ 
and to continue to be a 
sign of the church 
which goes forth to the 
peripheries without 
fear.  

Also present at this 
event were leaders of 
the Specialized Catho-
lic Action Movements 
hence providing us the 
space to explore corpo-
ration between the 
Secretariat of the Gen-
eral Catholic Action and the Specialized Cath-
olic Action Movements such as IYCS. 

General Assembly of Catholic Action  

International Forum of Catholic Inspired NGOs and Holy See Foreign Missions  

 
In December 2017 was organized in 
Rome, a meeting bringing together 
all interested organizations involved in 
policy work with intergovernmental 
institutions and Vatican Permanent 
delegations to the International Insti-

tutions as well as the 
Vatican Secretariat 
of State to explore 
together the growing 
challenges that Cath-
olic inspired organi-
zations face today in 
their respective fields 
of 
work.  (Development 
and Environment; 
Human Rights; Fami-
ly; Education; Migra-

tion and Health) and to deepen 
reflection on our positioning and 
action within the global community. 

IYCS participated in the forum to 
contribute to the structured dia-

logue between the Catholic in-
spired NGOs and the Holy See 
Delegations within the Internation-
al institutions in order to build syn-
ergy and fraternal corporation in 
our advocacy action in the UN 
Systems and other Intergovern-
mental institutions but also in our 
effort to build idea human fraterni-
ty.  

The meeting aimed to identify 
some key leads for the Forum net-
work to serve as starting blocks 
for longer term collaborations 
in thematic groups and contrib-
uting to the development of a so-
cial observatory from a Catholic 
inspired perspective. 
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International Movement of Catholic Students  
(IMCS Pax Romana) 

Relation with Other Partner Organization 

We have also continued to maintain strong collaboration with our other 
catholic partners notable among are, IMCS Pax Romana, Centre 
Catholique Internationale de coopération avec l’UNESCO (CCIC), 
Mouvement International d'Action Catholique Spécialisée (MIACS) and 
Bureau International Catholique Enfance (BICE). 

As a statutory observer to the International 
Council Meeting of our sister Movement, the 
International Movement of Catholic Students 
(IMCS Pax Romana), IYCS took part in her 
training session and International Council 
held in Rasiglia in Italy from 28 August – 8 

September, 2018 under the theme Building Bridges: protect-
ing migrants by empowering Students 

Apart from participating and contributing to the topic of migra-
tions and the short film highlighting the migration issues, IYCS 
representative also used the opportunity to reaffirm the im-
portance of our relationship as sister movements and the need 
to continue to deepen our mutual corporation and dialogue as 
we share similar realities in many fields and countries where we 
both exists. 

MIACS - Rome and Paris 

IYCS continue to 
maintain corpora-
tion with other 
specialized Cath-
olic Action Move-

ments and contributing to all 
framework for dialogue established 
under the International Movement 
of Specialized Catholic Action oth-
erwise known as MIACS. 

We taking part in all the consulta-
tions meetings and joint reflection 
for the formalization of relation be-
tween the specialized catholic ac-
tions, notably about 10 of them. 

Bureau International Catholique Enfance (BICE) 
IYCS took part in 
the International 
Congress 
on Right to Edu-
cation – Rights 
Education shared 
experiences or-

ganized by the International Catholic 
Child Bureau (BICE)  

The Conference reaffirmed the inal-
ienable character of the right to edu-

cation and the need to guarantee 
that No child (boys and girls, 
street children, children in conflict 
with the law, children with disabili-
ties etc) is left out in the access to 
quality education. 

It also stated that quality of educa-
tion is inconceivable without fair-
ness and without an adaptation to 
the situation of children or without 
the participation of children and 

their communities. 

IYCS Mutual Corporation with BICE 
has grown during this year as reflect-
ed in the co-signing of each other 
statements to the UNESCO General 
Conference. 

We are also joint members of reflec-
tion group of Catholic Inspired NGOs 
in the field of Education.  
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International Catholic Center of Corporation with UNESCO (CCIC) 

Council of Europe 

 

IYCS Participated in the celebration of the 
70th anniversary of CCIC held on 23 
March 2017 in UNESCO House Paris; an 
event which welcomed inputs and exchang-
es on the various experiences in the world 
associated with globalization, migration, 
new technologies and new societal and 
family models concluding with the emphasis 
that these changes should not make us for-
get that the HUMAN is and must remain 
central to any progress or change. 
 
To further its commitment within UNESCO, 
the CCIC identified three themes of reflec-
tion and work which are  
 

a. From Violence to Peace: Utopia or 
Hope? 

b. The ethical challenge of new technologies 
c. Hope and education; culture of non-violence 

IYCS has participated in the various meeting and working 

groups to further this reflection on the work of CCIC and its 

actions at UNESCO  

Relation with other Stakeholders 

IYCS through its European coordination 
maintains a participatory rights in the 
Council of Europe. In October 2017, 
we participated in the Seminar on the 
role of NGOs in the remembrance of 
the Holocaust and prevention of crimes 
against humanity organized by the 
Council of Europe in cooperation with 
the Polish Ministry of Education, the 
Krakow pedagogical University and the 
Auschwitz-Birkenau International cen-
tre, in Auschwitz, Poland from 22 – 27 
October, 2017. 

The purpose of the meeting was to mark 
the important role of non-governmental 
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Relationship with Vatican Foreign Missions 

organiza-
tions in ac-
tivities relat-
ed to the 
commemo-
ration of Hol-
ocaust vic-
tims. A par-
ticularly im-
portant ele-
ment of the 

seminar was a stay at the 
Auschwitz Memorial Site, during 
which the participants got ac-
quainted with the history of the 
German Nazi concentration and 
extermination camp and took 
part in workshops and lectures, 
which were an opportunity to 
deepen knowledge and personal 
reflection. There was also meet-

ing with Mr. Bogdan Bartnikowski 
one of the living survivors of Aus-
witch Concentration Camp which 
was an extraordinary and very 
touching experience for the partic-
ipants, 

The seminar focused mainly on 
informal education to emphasize 
the important role of non-

governmental organizations in creat-
ing projects aimed not only at the 
broadly understood historical educa-
tion, actions to protect human rights, 
but also on shaping appropriate atti-
tudes among youth. An important 
element of the program was the 
presentation of the activities of indi-
vidual organizations, which made it 
possible for the participants to get to 
know each other better, exchange 
experiences and learn about good 
practices, and also established 
strong foundations for establish-
ing multilateral cooperation. One 
of the topics discussed during the 
discussion was the possibility of in-
cluding education about the Holo-
caust in the activities of each organi-
zation. 

IYCS has continued to deepen its 
relation with the Holy See Missions 
and Permanent Delegations within 
the International Institutions. We have 
established very strong and positive 
relationship with the Permanent Dele-
gation to UNESCO through the Per-
manent Delegate, His Excellency 
Msgr. Francesco Follo, which has 
had great impact in our representa-
tion work at UNESCO as well as our 
contact with the Secretariat of State. 
Through the IYCS African Coordina-

tion, we have also establish simi-
lar corporation with the Vatican 
Delegation at UN Nairobi. In the 
same light, we have made it a 
point of duty to pay courtesy call 
on the Apostolic Nuncio where 
possible whenever we pay work-
ing visit to the National Move-
ments. 
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IYCS 2017 Financial Report 
(Not yet audited) 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

2017 Expenses of IYCS International Secretariat 

No expenditure item Amount spent in € 
Amount  

Budgeted in € 
% 

1 Elected Staff Indemnities 24,542.19 28,000.00 87.7 

2 Hired staff Salaries and social charges 29,657.84 33,581.04 88.3 

3 Office rent and other cost 4,181.61 4,804.68 87.0 

4 Owned property cost 17,343.13 17,322.39 100.1 

5 Rented Property Cost 9,371.00 9,380.00 99.9 

6 Communication related cost 3,538.03 3,200.00 110.6 

7 Insurances of elected Staff 2,620.00 2,733.05 95.7 

8 Financial Services 2,541.37 3,180.50 79.9 

9 Stationary and supplies 771.61 800.00 96.5 

10 Representation and Meetings 1,341.55 3,000.00 44.7 

11 Visitation to Movements and Regions 2,929.54 4,000.00 73.2 

12 Project related expenses 19,057.34 50,000.00 38.1 

13 Provisions/other costs 660.00 1,000.00 66.0 

14 Total Expenses 118,555.21 161,001.66 73.6 

2017 Revenue of IYCS International Secretariat 

No Income item 
Amount  

received in € 

Amount  
Budgeted in 

€ 

% 

1 CCFD Subsidy 30,000.00 30,000.00 100 

2 Fastenopfer Subsidy 22,783.04 24,501.66 93.0 

3 Papal Foundation subsidy 8,770.97 14,000.00 62.7 

4 Subsidy by other partners 600 6,000.00 10 

5 National Movement Dues 996.50 4,000.00 24.9 

6 Rent from owned property 31,196.56 30,000.00 104.0 

7 Project related income 30,718.92 50,000.00 61.4 

8 Other Income 1,048.20 2,500.00 41.9 

9 Total Income 126,114.19 161,001.66 78.3 

  Result (Income - Expenditure) 7,558.98     
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Note about the Financial report 

*while our budgeted income performed up to 78.3%, 

the budgeted expenditure performed by 73.6% slightly 
similar to that of 2016 where the income closed at 

76% and expenditure at 74% 

** Though they seems to be some low percentage in 

some items in the expenditure; for example, repre-
sentation and meetings and visitation to Movements 
and Regions, this is not necessarily a bad perfor-
mance in terms of the actual work as we found a less 

cost effective ways to do these items. Some of 
the representation were fully or partly founded 

by organizing partners. 

*** Other items such as staff social charges 

and some financial services cost were carried 
over into 2018 hence the positive result at the 

end of 2017. 
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