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The International Young Catholic Students 

(IYCS) also known as the Young Christian 

Students (YCS) is a global movement of 

Young Catholic Students committed to 

building a peaceful, just, and sustainable 

world. Through the efforts of our National 

Movements in 87 countries around the 

world, IYCS has continued in its mission to 

educate and train students to work for 

solidarity, freedom, justice, peace, and a 

sustainable world. 

This report presents the progress made by 

IYCS in the year 2020 in accomplishing the 

mission mentioned above as well as extends 

our appreciation to the YCS Members, YCS 

National Movements, YCS Partners, and the 

Catholic Church at different levels for their 

support and an unrelenting commitment to 

our evangelization work and the formation 

of young people, contributing to the 

development of the Catholic Students and 

young people across the world.  

The 16th World Council held in Abuja, Nigeria 

from August to September 2019, mandated 

the IYCS International Secretariat to 

mobilize and empower students on the 

fundamental issues relating to 'Youth 

Engagement, Participation, and Advocacy; 

Care for our Common Home; Human 

Fraternity for World Peace and Living 

Together; Youth Ministry (Spirituality, 

Formation, and accompaniment); and 

Organizational Development.  

The International Young Catholic Students 

Movement achieves its purpose, aims, and 

objectives through: Education and 

Formation with a Spirituality of Action and 

Reflection. Despite the outbreak of Covid19 

pandemic which ravaged most parts of the 

world, having a significant impact on 

physical activities, the IYCS continued to 

maximize the use of online platforms such 

as Zoom, YouTube, and other social media 

channels to carry out its activities. Some of 

our work used to involve traveling to different 

countries to offer physical support/ 

accompaniment to our National Movements 

and participate in conferences and training, 

however in 2020 all our work and mission 

was restricted to social media, computers, 

mobile phones, or tablets due to the COVID-19 

pandemic. Our whole way of life changed in 

2020 posing total reset time. With all IYCS 

offline activities halted due to the pandemic, 

IYCS had to remain resourceful and resilient 

by reimagining and adapting the way we work 

and deliver our programmes. 

In this regard, IYCS developed and rolled out 

a Global Response Plan for COVID-19 that 

aimed at enabling our Movement to 

systematically join the global war against the 

COVID-19 pandemic, ensuring continuity of 

operations and service delivery, preparing for 

the recovery, and stemming the impact of 

COVID-19 on the IYCS Movement and young 

people.  

Under the Global Response Plan for COVID-19, 

IYCS implemented several interventions, 

initiatives, and partnerships notably, a global 

digital campaign to amplify guidelines to 

prevent and control the spread of COVID-19 

while fighting misinformation; 

#CovidUnder19, an initiative to promote 

children's rights to create spaces for children 

to be meaningfully involved in the discussions 

about the responses to the COVID-19 

pandemic and contribute towards shaping the 

post-COVID-19 world; and U-Report Global, a 

partnership with UNICEF to roll-out a global 

platform for communication, information 

sharing, opinion polling and evidence-based 

advocacy among Young Catholic Students 

globally. We invite all Young Catholic 

Students to join U-Report Global through 
Facebook, WhatsApp, Viber, or SMS (in selected 
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countries). U-Report Global is a forum where you can 

speak out on issues you care about and have a positive 

change in your community. 

To ensure the continuation of IYCS operations and 

service delivery to Young Catholic Students during the 

COVID-19 pandemic, IYCS adopted and transitioned to 

remote working and virtual meetings. Statutory 

Meetings for the International Team, International 

Committee, and International Advisory Board were 

held virtually. Key Celebrations such as the 6th IYCS 

World Day 2020 and 74th IYCS Anniversary were held 

virtually on 13th November 2020, where IYCS launched 

the Road Map for the celebration of the 75th IYCS 

Anniversary in November 2021. IYCS Regional 

Coordinations were encouraged to hold virtual 

meetings which were duly attended by the 

International Secretariat. 

As part of global youth engagement, participation, and 

advocacy, IYCS led the establishment of the Global 

Caucus for Youth in Faith under the United Nations 

Major Group for Children and Youth. The Global Caucus 

for Youth in Faith for which IYCS is the Global Focal 

Point is an engagement mechanism and dedicated 

space for children and youth from faith-based 

communities to engage in processes and avenues 

across the pillars and organs of the United Nations. 

IYCS further actively participated in platforms and 

forums such as the Major Group for Children and 

Youth, International Coordination Meeting for Youth 

Organizations, Laudato Si Generation, and Mouvement 

international d'action Catholique spécialisée (MIACS) 

to amplify the voices and contributions of Young 

Catholic Students towards the achievement of 

sustainable development.  

To improve the safety and protection of our members, 

we finalized and submitted to the Vatican, the IYCS 

Children, Youth and Vulnerable Adults Protection and 

Safeguarding Policy. Furthermore, during the year 

2020, IYCS successfully became a General Member of 

the Alliance for Child Protection in Humanitarian 

Action. The International Secretariat also successfully 

submitted its re-application for the ECOSOC 

Consultative Status.  

Special thanks to all our partners for their continuous 

renewed support to the work of the IYCS Movement 

around the world during the year 2020. We also thank 

the previous IYCS Secretary-General Mr Richard 

Francis APEH and IYCS Chaplain Fr. Charles Menezes 

for the support and contribution to the life of the 

Movement during their mandate. 
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FORWARD 
In the year 2020, the world faced an unprecedented global pandemic that has turned our lives 

upside down. The outbreak of COVID-19 has created a vicious cycle of vulnerability across 

different sectors and facets of life. The projected long-term impact of COVID-19 and the 

economic downturn it brings, therefore, requires global solidarity and collective response that 

leaves no one behind. We express our solidarity with all those who were infected and affected 

by COVID-19 and extend our sincere condolences for those who have lost their loved ones 

during the year 2020 especially, to the families of our dear YCS Leaders, Chaplains, and 

Animators. Specifically, we remember our former Chaplain Fr. Antoine SONDAG and all YCS 

Members, YCS Leaders, YCS Chaplains, and YCS Alumni around the world that has gone home 

to be with the Lord. May God grant their souls eternal rest.  

Our sincere gratitude goes to all the health workers and frontline staff in the fight against the 

COVID-19 pandemic. We want to recognize and thank all the Young Catholic Students and 

Alumni who have immensely contributed to the prevention and control of the COVID-19. Your 

dedication and sacrifices are most appreciated.  

Despite the challenges faced in 2020, we remain resourceful and resilient at all levels by 

adapting to a digital model of operation to deliver our programme activities. Thus ensuring 

IYCS continues to offer a platform through which the needs of Young Catholic Students can be 

addressed, their voices amplified, and their engagement advanced.  

We recognize and express our sincere gratitude to the IYCS Administrative 

Assistant/Translator Ms Karine Bonchretien, for her dynamism and flexibility during the year. 

Her immense contribution was greatly instrumental to our success in 2020, especially the 

virtual activities. We also extend our sincere gratitude to Mr Moses Micheal Engadu for his 

support and contribution towards the success achieved.  

We remain united in the spirit of global solidarity while taking local actions for positive change 

and social transformation in our communities, upholding our values and mission in the Church 

and Students mileu. In 2021, we look forward to a strengthened collaboration with all National 

Movements, Regional Coordinations, Partners, Alumni, and well-wishers to work together in 

solidarity to achieve our collective aspirations of meaningful youth engagement towards 

achieving a peaceful, just, and sustainable world. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Innocent ODONGO 

IYCS Secretary General 
Roy IBRAHIM 

IYCS Programme Coordinator 

Rev. Fr. Achille D’ALMEIDA 
IYCS International Chaplain 
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LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS 
CEF  Conférence des Évêques de France (Bishop Conference of France) 

COMECE Commission of the Bishop Conferences of the European Union  

ECOSOC     United Nations Economic and Social Council 

EDC  Entrepreneurs et Dirigeants Chrétiens (Christian entrepreneurs and leaders) 

GCCM         Global Catholic Climate Movement 

GTS             Global Training Session 

GCYF           Global Caucus for Youth in Faith 

IC & IT            International Committee & International Team 

ICMICA        International Catholic Movement for Intellectual and Cultural Affairs 

ICNGOs       International Conference of Non-Governmental Organizations 

IDPs            Internally Displaced Persons 

IOM              International Organization of Migration 

IYCS            International Young Catholic Students 

JECI  Jeunesse Etudiante Catholique Internationale 

MIEC  Mouvement International des Etudiants Catholiques  

KSJ              Katholische Studierende Jugend (German version - Young Catholic Students) 

MGCY          Major Group for Children and Youth at the United Nations 

MIACS International Movements of Catholic Action Specialized   

MSAC  Movimento Studenti Azione Cattolica (Italian – Young Catholic Students 

NFS             National Federation of Catholic Students 

NGO            Non-Governmental Organizations 

NIS              Nigeria Immigration Service 

OSRSGVAC  Office of the Special Representative of the UN Secretary General on 

Violence against Children 

SDGs           Sustainable Development Goals 

UNESCO      United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization 

UNICEF       United Nations Children's Fund 

VENRO        Association of German Development and Humanitarian AID NGOs 

  



 
9 

INTRODUCTION 
 

 

The International Young Catholic Students (IYCS) also known as the Young Christian 

Students (YCS) is a global movement of Young Catholic Students committed to 

building a peaceful, just, and sustainable world. The IYCS Movement has its roots 

in the development of several YCS National Movements in the late 1920s, which 

grew in the spirit of the Specialized Catholic Action Movements that were inspired 

by Joseph Cardjin (the founder of the Young Christian Workers).  

The Mission of IYCS is to evangelize and transform the student milieu (both at 

secondary and tertiary), through forming students and encouraging them to look 

at the world from the perspective of the poor, with a commitment to global 

solidarity, freedom, justice, and peace. Through the efforts of our National Movements in 87 countries 

around the world, we educate and train students to work for solidarity, freedom, justice, peace, and a 

sustainable world. 

At a time when the world is facing multiple challenges that require both quick and effective responses, the 

purpose, aims, and objectives for which the IYCS Movement was founded remain relevant and important 

now more than ever. These include:  

1. To evangelize the student milieu and promote the student apostolate 

among students, at both secondary and tertiary levels, by responding to their 

needs and by stressing their responsibility in all aspects of their lives (school, 

university, family, etc.) in the Church's mission and the world; 

2. To bring together students seeking community, formation, and 

action, in the framework of the Catholic Church, at the local, national, 

continental, and global levels; 

3. To promote global solidarity, freedom, justice, and peace and to 

work with all concerned women and men for joint reflection and action leading 

to a more just and social order; 

4. To give students resources, pedagogies, and methodologies to help 

them integrate their Christian faith in their lives at all levels and in their efforts to 

build a more just society; and 

5. To be a voice for its student members by representing them in regional 

and international forums. 

This 2020 annual report presents the programme activities accomplished in line with the focus areas and 

plan of action, the current membership status, the interim income, and the expenditure statement. 
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I. YOUTH ENGAGEMENT, 
PARTICIPATION, AND ADVOCACY  

IYCS amplifies Young Catholic Students' voices for the promotion of peaceful, just, and sustainable 

development. IYCS contribute actively to the achievement of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development 

by mobilizing Young Catholic Students everywhere to contribute ideas and solutions while joining the global 

Youth Coalition to advocate for meaningful youth participation, and to demand urgency and action from the 

world leaders for the implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals by 2030. Under youth 

engagement, participation, and advocacy, IYCS rolled out three key initiatives namely: 

✓ The decade of Action to implement and deliver the Sustainable Development Goals 

by 2030 through amplifying Young Catholic Students' voices and mobilizing them 

to contribute solutions towards the implementation of the Sustainable 

Development Goals by 2020 and advocating for meaningful youth participation in 

the achievement of a peaceful, just and sustainable world. 

 

✓ In Communion with the Church to advocate for the meaningful engagement and 

promote the active participation of Young Catholic Students in the Catholic Church 

at the Parish, Diocesan, National, Regional and International Levels. 

 

✓ Informed and Healthy Foundations to advocate and promote Young Catholic 

Students’ access to quality and friendly mental health services. 

 

During the year 2020, the initiatives, activities, and partnerships presented below were 

implemented under Youth Engagement, Participation, and Advocacy. 

 

1.  IYCS Global COVID-19 Response 

In 2020, the world faced a global emergency of an 

unimaginable scale that knows no borders and 

spreads human suffering, crippling the global 

economy and upending people’s lives. As a result 

of school closures due to COVID-19, all IYCS 

activities in sections (schools, tertiary 

institutions, and universities) were halted which 

necessitated IYCS to reimagine and adapt how we 

work to continue serving the Young Catholic 

Students around the world. 

IYCS responded to this challenge by developing 

and launching a Global Response Plan for COVID-

19 to enable our Movement to systematically join 

the global war against the COVID-19 pandemic, 

ensuring continuity of operations and service 

delivery, preparing for the recovery, and 

stemming the impact of COVID-19 on the IYCS 

Movement. 

The IYCS Global Response Plan for COVID-19 was 

anchored on two strategic priorities namely;  

A Global Task Force was established to 

coordinate and oversee the implementation of 

➢ Strategic Priority 1: Respond 

to the COVID-19 pandemic and 

humanitarian crisis. 
➢ Strategic Priority 2: 

Continuity of IYCS operations and 

service delivery to Young Catholic 

Students during and after the 

COVID-19 pandemic. 
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the IYCS Global Response Plan to COVID-19. 

Furthermore, the International Team organized 

consultations meetings with the National 

Movements in collaboration with the Regional 

Coordination of Africa, Asia, Europe, Latin 

America, and Middle East to assess the impact of 

the COVID-19 pandemic on the movement in their 

respective regions. Each National Movement 

shared the situation in their country and the 

measures put in place by their governments to 

control the spread of the pandemic. During the 

consultations, recommendation was made to 

adopt a digital mode of operation at different 

levels.   

IYCS also organized a series of virtual training 

sessions for YCS Leaders at Regional and 

National levels to empower YCS Leaders to 

continue their work and coordinate the activities 

at different levels taking into account the 

precautions set forth by the respective 

government and health authorities ensuring 

safety and reduction of the spread of the virus. 

The training also provided the Leaders with skills 

to raise awareness on safety protocols to curb 

the spread of the coronavirus. And also 

empowered the Leaders to monitor and ensure 

productive use of the internet as well as the 

protection and safety of young minors online 

during the pandemic. A total of 34 Leaders 

selected to join the global task force were trained 

in collaboration with regional coordination of 

Africa, Asia, Europe, Latin America, and the 

Middle East. 

We were glad to host an expert on children's 

rights Ms Lucha Sotomayor from the Office of the 

Special Representative of the United Nations 

Secretary General on Violence against Children 

(OSRSGVAC) during one of our training sessions 

with the Latin America Task Force. Ms Lucha’s 

presence during this session was a result of the 

collaboration between 

the IYCS and the 

OSRSGVAC on child 

rights, child 

participation, and 

elimination of all forms 

of violence against 

children.  

The IYCS also adapted to 

the crisis by organizing 

all its international 

events and programmes 

for the year 2020 

through zoom webinars: 

among the events hosted 
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online were the International Team Meetings, 

International Committee, and the 6th IYCS Word 

Day and the 74th IYCS Anniversary on 13th 

November 2020. The anniversary celebration also 

marked the official launch of the road map to the 

celebration of the IYCS Diamond Jubilee 

scheduled to take place in November 2021. 

Most notably, IYCS implemented a global 

campaign to promote the prevention of COVID-19 

and fight misinformation as well as the 

CovidUnder19 initiative as highlighted below: 

 

 

 

1.1 Global COVID-19 Digital Campaign 

 

IYCS through its digital platforms and social 

media channels rolled out a digital campaign to 

amplify and promote the guidelines from the 

World Health Organization for the prevention of 

COVID-19 and requested Young Catholic Students 

to strictly follow these guidelines to protect 

themselves and their loved ones from COVID-19.  

The Digital Campaign also encouraged Young 

Catholic Students to support their families, 

siblings, and peers to prevent and control the 

spread of COVID-19. Young Catholic Students 

were urged to support their families, siblings, and 

peers to follow health guidelines and advice to 

defeat COVID-19. Young Catholic Students were 

further asked to support young ones with 

learning and play at home as well as support 

their families with chores. To address youth 

mental health, Young Catholic Students were 

encouraged to reach out to support their friends 

to help them when they are feeling lonely or 

scared or angry or other feelings. Working with 

partners like UNICEF to ensure that Young 

Catholic Students stay informed while fighting 

the spread of misinformation, IYCS digitally 

promoted the U-Report COVID-19 Chatbot where 

Young Catholic Students could get the facts about 

COVID-19 on WhatsApp, Facebook Messenger, and 

Viber by simply sending the word "Coronavirus" 

and choosing what they would like to learn. 

 

 

Regional Coordination Initiatives:  

❖ Awareness Campaign 

The Association of JEC Middle East Medical Doctors and Students Union prepared a short video message to 

raise awareness and sensitize the masses in the region about the prevalence of COVID-19 and how to stay 

safe while observing the guidelines by the international and local authorities. The video is available here in 

Arabic. 

https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=253975932633633
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❖ Digital Survey  

The International Team was pleased to contribute in the process of developing questionnaires for a survey 

conducted by the IYCS Africa Coordination to assess the impact of the COVID-19 prevalence on the YCS 

Membership at the local level. This survey was inspired by the circulation of misinformation and fake news 

on various platforms which contributed to the delay in acceptance of the prevention measures that were 

being advised by the World Health Organization (WHO) and local authorities in the region. Therefore the 

Africa team developed a quiz to assess the knowledge of students on COVID-19 pandemic. The objectives of 

the survey were to: 

● Assess the level of knowledge of the students of COVID-19. 

●  Identify information gaps to develop strategies to address these gaps. 

Over 3,000 students participated in the survey and the outcomes recorded as summarized below: 

1. There was a lot of misleading social media messages circulating around about COVID-19. 

2.  At the time of the survey, some students had not received any official information on COVID-19 and 

were not sure where to get it. 

3. The general mind-set of the people at the time was that the disease does not affect young people 

and Africans.   

❖ The Students views on Online Learning during the COVID-19 

Pandemic 

The Coronavirus restrictions led to the closure of schools and many learning institutions across Africa, the 

traditional face-to-face learning was stopped and online learning was introduced. This created anxiety 

among the Students about their future as schools were closed for a long time. In response to this new 

reality on 30th June 2020, the Africa Regional Coordination organized two webinars in English and French 

to discuss this new normal, how it is affecting the Students and what can be done. The webinars were 

organized around the following topics: 

• Students current reality in the COVID-19 Pandemic 

• Accessibility of Education in Africa in the new normal 

• Is the infrastructure ready to support online learning? 

• Content quality of online learning: advantages and challenges 

• Is Africa ready for digital learning and online exams? 

• The Africa Union viewpoint on online learning  

❖ The objectives of the webinars were to: 

● Establish a dialogue platform to enable African students to share their views and emotions on 

COVID-19. 

● Share on the Accessibility of Education for all in this COVID-19 pandemic: Advantages and 

Challenges. 

● Propose solutions for a sustainable and quality digital education for all. 

● Test a proposed model of digital learning as will be suggested.  
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The Webinars were attended by a total of 120 students from across Africa and had a panel of experts from 

the African Union, UNESCO, University of Nairobi, Gaston Berger (Senegal), Cheikh Anta Diop (Senegal), 

Catholic Private Institution in Kinshasa, and experts on Educational Technology from the Governments of 

Kenya and Burkina Faso. The outcomes of the webinar were as follow: 

1. The new way of learning has not been adopted in most public schools across Africa. 

2. Some institutions had set up online platforms; however, due to lack of capacity, some of the 

initiatives have not been able to take off. 

3. Most students do not have the resources to attend online lessons even if they are introduced. 

4. Quality Internet access and affordability are hindrances in the delivery of online learning. 

5. Lack of capacity and knowledge to deliver online lessons. 

6. Teachers are incapacitated to deliver online lessons. 

7. The governments have not put up mechanisms to support online learning’s 

8. Fear of a blank and invalidated year, and delay of the academic year.        

The webinars provided the students with the opportunity to reflect further on the new way of learning 

brought about by COVID-19. They were the starting point to initiate and develop conversations on the issues 

of e-learning in Africa. Taking from the recommendation from the participants, we went on to develop a 

campaign on Free Internet access for learning in Africa.  The webinar live stream video is available here 

(English), here (French).  

1.2 #Covidunder19 Initiative 

 

 

 

In line with the IYCS COVID-19 response plan, the 

International Young Catholic Students (IYCS) 

together with other Child Rights Activists and 

People who work to promote children’s rights 

launched #CovidUnder19, an initiative to promote 

children's rights to create spaces for children to be 

meaningfully involved in the discussions about the 

responses to the COVID-19 pandemic and 

contribute towards shaping the post-COVID-19 

world. 

On Thursday, 28 May 2020, the #CovidUnder19 

global survey to gather the views and experiences 

of children on “Life under Coronavirus” was 

launched. This survey was developed with children 

as co-authors and was disseminated through the 

Questback by Queen’s University Belfast and the U-

Report Global platform.  

IYCS's strong contribution to the #Covidunder19 

initiative is evident in both the Young Catholic 

Students' participation and the leadership of the 

initiative. For example, out of 270 children aged 8 - 

17 from 28 countries who participated in the survey 

https://youtu.be/YGiHkyUpZ3M
https://youtu.be/Mlo_yjcC02g
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questionnaire design, 207 (76.7%) were Young 

Catholic Students while 2 Young Catholic Students 

out of 6 children took part in the Global Advisory 

Group (Children as Co-authors) that finalized the 

survey questionnaire. IYCS is also both the Co-Lead 

of the Work Stream on Advocacy and the initiative's 

Focal Point on Ethics and Safeguarding. 

A #CovidUnder19 High-Level Event was held on 9th 

December 2020 to launch the global survey results 

where 26,258 children from 137 countries aged 8 - 

17 completed the Life under Coronavirus survey 

administered on Questback by the Queen’s 

University Belfast while 4,900 children aged 13 - 18 

completed the survey on U-Report Global. 

The #CovidUnder19 initiative is now creating 

meaningful spaces for children to share the global 

survey findings to influence the responses to 

COVID-19 and shape the post-COVID19 world as 

well as to ensure peer to peer support and 

engagement among children around the world. 

This engagement and advocacy are being Co-Led 

by IYCS and the Office of the Special 

Representative of the Secretary General on 

Violence against Children supported by all the 

#CovidUnder19 partners.  

In the figure below are the Leaders who 

volunteered as Ambassadors during the survey: 



 
17 

2.  U-Report Global Platform 

U-Report is a global forum where young people 

can speak out on issues they care about and 

affect positive change in their communities. With 

over 13 million members in 78 countries 

worldwide, U-Report Global is a powerful real-

time communication, information sharing, 

opinion polling, and data collection platform.  

On 17th September 2020, UNICEF and IYCS signed 

a partnership to establish a global 

communications network through the U-Report 

platform to enable communication, information 

sharing, opinion polling, evidence-based 

advocacy, and social monitoring among youth 

globally. Through this U-Report Global 

partnership, Young Catholic Students will be able 

to effect change in their communities by using U-

Report for communication, dialogue, 

accountability, and evidence-based advocacy.  

IYCS will also be able to link our National 

Movements to UNICEF Country Offices which will 

create opportunities and access to UNICEF 

programmes and resources to support the Young 

Catholic Students and National YCS Movements in 

those countries. To effectively coordinate this 

project, IYCS appointed Mr Moses Michael Engadu 

as the Coordinator of the IYCS U-Report Project. 

Mr Engadu is a volunteer with IYCS (special envoy 

for Sustainable Development Goals). 

IYCS developed a global roll-out plan for U-

Report which was integrated into the IYCS 

Quadrennial Plan for 2021 – 2024. This 

Quadrennial Plan was considered and approved 

by the IYCS International Committee which is the 

Executive Board of IYCS in its meeting on 15th 

November 2020. With the integration and 

approval, the IYCS U-Report global rollout 

implementation kicked-off and will be included in 

all future IYCS Annual Work Plans. 

Following the approval of the U-Report Global 

Rollout Plan, the first engagement was the 

introduction of U-Report to IYCS structures.  



 
18 

Through virtual engagement, IYCS introduced U-

Report and trained the Members of the IYCS 

International Team and International Committee. 

All of them joined and are now enrolled on the U-

Report Global platform. IYCS also undertook 

recruitment of "Pioneer" Young Catholic Students 

U-Reporters. As of 16th December 2020, 1,897 

Young Catholic Students from 83 countries had 

been recruited as Pioneer U-Reporters. 

The IYCS U-Report Platform on RapidPro was 

successfully deployed in collaboration with 

UNICEF Innovation Center. On registration, Young 

Catholic Students can choose IYCS and be 

grouped accordingly. IYCS was also granted 

access to the U-Partners Platform for real-time 

communication and engagement with its 

Members, the Young Catholic Students. 

IYCS has kicked off the mass recruitment of 

Young Catholic Students onto U-Report Global 

and the linking of National Movements to UNICEF 

Country Offices running U-Report. We invite all 

Young Catholic Students to join U-Report Global 

through Facebook, WhatsApp, Viber, or SMS (in 

selected countries). 

 

3. External Engagement & Representation 

 

3.1 United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO)  

In keeping with the new Directives concerning UNESCO’s partnership with non-governmental organizations, 

adopted in 2011 at the 36th session of the UNESCO General Conference, the membership of the Committee 

reflects a broad geographic representation. Since the beginning of the year 2019, the Liaison Committee 

has worked to intensify intellectual cooperation with UNESCO and advance the work with NGOs in official 

partnership with UNESCO. Strategic partnerships have been developed, especially in the organization of 

International Forums as well as reaching out and mobilizing new audiences. 

 

3.1.1 NGO Liaison Committee Information Meeting 

On 24 February, 2020 IYCS contributed in the NGO 

Liaison Committee Information Meeting 

presenting updates on past and upcoming events. 

During this meeting, the former IYCS Secretary 

General Mr Richard Francis APEH presented the 

report of the Forum on Inequalities under the 

theme: "Challenging inequalities to build a just 

and a peaceful society".  

This event provided a proper opportunity for rich 

dialogue, particularly on the root causes of 

inequalities, between representatives of civil 

society, state officials at the national, regional, 

and international levels, academics, with an 

important space given to young people.  

The different programme sectors (Education, 

Science, and the Gender Division) actively 

participated in its preparation. Recommendations 

available on the Liaison Committee website were 

formulated at the end of the forum. We are very 

grateful to Mr APEH for his enormous 

contribution and representing IYCS in the Liaison 

Committee as Secretary, and Coordinator of the 

Climate Change and Youth Working Groups. 
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3.1.2 UNESCO - ICNGOs General Assembly December 2020 

The 2020 International 

Conference of Non-

Governmental 

Organizations (NGOs) was 

held from 16 to 18 

December 2020 on the 

theme: “Envisioning a 

better and sustainable 

future: a new paradigm for 

civil society”. Given the 

current circumstances and 

to enable the equitable and 

inclusive participation of 

all NGOs in official partnership in appropriate 

sanitary conditions, the Conference was held 

online for the first time. Members of the NGO-

UNESCO Liaison Committee and members of the 

UNESCO Secretariat worked together behind the 

scenes to deliver the best conference. 

During the conference, the IYCS Programme 

Coordinator Mr Roy IBRAHIM presented the 

general activity report of the NGO Liaison 

Committee Coordination Team for the period of 

2018 - 2020. The YouTube live stream recording is 

available here. 

The International Conference of NGOs in official 

partnership with UNESCO 2020 adopted the 

following resolution: available here. The ICNGOs 

also finalized the Conclusions of the collective 

consultation of NGO partners on the 

Questionnaire concerning the preliminary 

proposals of the Director-General on the Draft 

Mid-Term Strategy for 2022-2029 (41C/4) and the 

Draft Programme and Budget for 2022-2025 (41 

C/5). Available here.  

Special thanks to all the NGOs that have made 

valuable contributions to the various aspects and 

work of the Committee, 

especially those that 

participated in the various 

working groups. The 

Committee hopes that 

relations will be 

strengthened in the years to 

come, thanks to the paths 

traced during the years 2019 

and 2020, despite the many 

difficulties encountered. The 

Committee is confident in the 

future and the recognition of 

the primordial role of 

UNESCO's NGO partners for a 

better, fair, and inclusive 

world. 

 

  

https://youtu.be/otKIacjVavI
http://www.ngo-unesco.net/en/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/ICNGO-2020-RECOMMENDATIONS_Final_EN.pdf
http://www.ngo-unesco.net/en/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/ICNGO-2020-Consultation-C4_C5_Final_EN.pdf
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3.2 Global Caucus for Youth in Faith 

 

As part of global youth 

engagement, participation, 

and advocacy, IYCS led the 

establishment of the Global 

Caucus for Youth in Faith 

(GCYF) under the United 

Nations Major Group for 

Children and Youth. The 

Global Caucus for Youth in Faith for which IYCS is 

the Global Focal Point is an engagement 

mechanism and dedicated space for children and 

youth from faith-based communities to engage in 

processes and avenues across the pillars and 

organs of the United Nations. 

Faith-based Organisations have played a crucial 

role in communities around the world on critical 

issues of global peace, security, and 

development.  

Since its resolution in 2008 on the "promotion of 

interreligious and intercultural dialogue, 

understanding and cooperation for peace", the UN 

General Assembly and United Nations have 

increased their recognition and work with Faith-

Based Organisations acknowledging the power of 

faith leaders and entities to shape our world for 

good, leveraging their networks and harnessing 

their convening power and communication 

capacities to influence people's values, attitudes, 

behaviours, and actions.  

In line with the Faith Call to Action, IYCS actively 

participated in the MGCY webinar on 10th 

September 2020, reflecting on the role of faith 

and spirit in safeguarding our planet’s precious 

biodiversity and holding space to be in dialogue 

about what resources are needed to strengthen 

our commitment to nature.  

This webinar was organized as part of the 

commitment to Nurture the Earth’s Ecosystems 

on the theme: A Faith Call to Action in the lead up 

to the United Nations Biodiversity Summit. IYCS 

also organized an initiation and induction virtual 

meeting attended by 5 primary registered 

member organization representatives and the 

MGCY organizing partners (OPs). The meeting was 

organized to set the ground for 

the work of the constituency 

and gathered feedback from 

the registered member 

organizations towards the 

drafting of the 2021 Plan of 

Action but also to co-opt 

representatives from member 

organization representatives to 

the interim coordination team 

to ensure effective 

representation and exchange 

of ideas.  
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3.3 Dicastery for Laity, Family, and Life (Vatican) 

In May 2018, the Dicastery for the Laity, Family, and Life requested 

IYCS to establish and promote guidelines for the protection of 

minors and vulnerable persons.  

The IYCS International Secretariat in 2019 drafted the guidelines 

following the orientations provided by the Dicastery and further 

information from the meeting held on 13th June 2019, on the theme, 

prevention of sexual abuse: the commitment of the ecclesial 

associations and movements.   

The draft was presented at the 16th World Council in September 2019 in Abuja for review and was approved 

to be finalized by the International Secretariat before submitting it to the Dicastery. The IYCS International 

Secretariat Team successfully finalized the policy and submitted it to the Dicastery on 20th April 2020. 

 

The IYCS & IMCS Team also made courtesy visit 

to Mgr. Francesco Follo the Holy See Permanent 

Observer to UNESCO on the 28th January 2020. 

During this visit the Team discussed with Mgr 

Follo ways of strengthening our collaboration 

and contribution in church. 

The outgoing Team also used this opportunity to 

formally introduce the inconing to Team to 

Monsignor. 

 

 

3.4 Alliance for Child Protection in 

Humanitarian Action 

In 2020, IYCS joined the Alliance for Child Protection in Humanitarian 

Action as a General Member.  

The Alliance is a global, inter-agency group that sets standards and 

provides technical support to ensure that efforts to protect children 

from violence and exploitation are of high quality and effective.  

The decision for IYCS to join the alliance for child protection in 

humanitarian action is in line with the implementation of the IYCS 

Policy for the Protection and Safeguarding of Children (Minors), 

Youth, and Vulnerable Adults. 
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3.5 International Youth Day: "Youth Engagement for Global Action" 

On the occasion of the celebration of 

International Youth Day 2020, the IYCS 

Programme Coordinator and Global Focal Point of 

the Global Caucus for Youth in Faith Mr Roy 

IBRAHIM had the pleasure to deliver the opening 

statement at the international virtual event 

organized by international youth partner 

organizations on the theme:  “Youth Engagement 

for Global Action”. 

 In his statement, he started by acknowledging 

that, these are difficult times and that we should 

make no mistake by skipping the difficult part, the 

survival part which is hitting most regions of the 

world. He sighted Europe for example, where the 

situation had calmed down a little bit, but there 

was quite a bit of panic two months before the 

event. And of course, in the Americas and some 

Asian countries where it was pretty much the 

peak of the COVID 19 pandemic. Therefore he 

encouraged our brothers and sisters in those 

regions to hang on and continue doing their best 

to stay safe. 

He commended the organizers for such an 

important and timely Webinar on the role of 

Young People Leading in Peace and Security with 

a focus on interfaith dialogue, atrocity 

prevention, and disarmament. While we join 

efforts to fight COVID-19, we must not lose the 

hard work and gains we had made on youth 

engagement in peace and security. He then drew 

attention to the youth in faith engagement which 

is crucial for the interfaith dialogue, atrocity 

prevention, and disarmament and in the 

overarching achievement of young people in 

leading peace and security while ensuring that no 

one is left behind. Highlighting that faith-based 

organizations have played a crucial role 

in communities around the world on 

critical issues of global peace, security, 

and development. Mr Ibrahim pointed 

out that the UN General Assembly and 

the United Nations organs recognize 

and acknowledge the power of faith 

leaders to shape our world for good and 

their ability to convene and influence 

people's values, attitudes, behaviours, 

and actions. This has led to the rolling 

out of several initiatives such as the 

Charter for Faith-based Humanitarian 

Action, the UN Interagency Task Force on Religion 

and Sustainable Development, the Faith for Earth 

Initiative, and Global Multi-Religions Faith in 

Action for COVID-19.  
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To ensure that children and young people from 

faith-based organizations and perspectives are 

meaningfully engaged in these initiatives and 

engagement mechanisms, the Major Group for 

Children and Youth established the Global Caucus 

for Youth in Faith as a dedicated space for 

children and youth from faith-based 

organizations to engage in processes and 

avenues across the pillars and organs of the 

United Nations. He 

concluded by 

highlighting the roles 

and importance of the 

Global Caucus for 

youth in the faith. A 

full statement is 

available on our 

website.  

 

The IYCS Secretary 

General Mr Innocent 

ODONGO in 

commemoration of 

the International Youth Day also shared a special 

message to Young Catholic Students and young 

people across the world encouraging them to 

continue in the spirit of global solidarity action by 

thinking globally and acting locally in their 

communities to inspire change right from the 

grassroots level. The YouTube video message is 

available here. 

 

 

3.6 VENRO Africa-Europe Youth Project 

 

The IYCS in 2020 joined the network of 

fellow youth representatives of EU and 

AU member states on the future of the 

EU-AU partnership and their joint 

strategy. This partnership 

engagement was organized by VENRO 

(Association of German Development 

and Humanitarian AID NGOs).  VENRO 

in collaboration with youth 

organization's representatives 

organized an initiative that was 

carried out as part of the project 

"Towards an open, fair and sustainable 

Europe in the world - EU Presidency Project 2020 

- 2022" which is funded by the EU and 

implemented by the Association of German 

Development and Humanitarian Aid NGOs 

(VENRO). The IYCS was represented by the 

Secretary General Mr Innocent ODONGO and Ms 

Lawkadinch S. GOMEZ from YCS Gambia.  

The initiative was officially launched in May 2020, 

the youth representatives and organizations 

regularly gathered from both continents to  

https://youtu.be/QtbIgF0qiRI
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virtually discuss the chances and challenges of 

the EU-AU partnership under the overall question 

“How can we shape governmental institutions in 

Africa and Europe to increase youth’s trust and 

participation in politics?” After several online 

workshops, the hybrid seminar-weekend was 

held in Bonn, Germany, and concluded the 

discussions with the creation of a 10-Point plan 

(appendix V). This 10-points-plan was 

accompanied by short explanation videos and 

includes political demands for an 

intergenerational just future of the EU-AU 

partnership. The videos can be found ON YOUTUBE 
here. 

 

3.7 MIACS 

The International Specialised Catholic 

Action Movements (MIACS) represent more 

than 500 movements around the world 

with a great diversity of countries, 

cultures, and backgrounds. In 2020, we 

strengthened our engagement within the 

MIACS network following the outbreak of 

the COVID-19 pandemic. We engaged in 

reflection on this crisis and sharing some 

thoughts and actions from our different 

movements. The reflection focus was 

strongly on the impact of the COVID-19 

pandemic. Through these reflections, the vulnerability of our system was badly exposed pushing the 

inequalities even worse on many levels, mainly in Education, Social Justice, and Health Systems. In line 

with our thoughts and actions in the movements, we decided to share a 'declaration statement' to the World 

titled: From crisis to conversion: An invitation to a more humane world. 

This declaration aims to share our conversions that are initiating particular changes in our respective 

milieu, and by presenting this model we cry for global solidarity on the personal and structural level for 

the service of human development. Everything must be at the service of the common good, solidarity, and 

justice to achieve a dignified life for all. We strongly believe it will be a herald of good news if we manage 

to achieve the necessary transformations together. The statement is attached in appendix III. 

 

3.7 CEF “TIMOTHEE” TRAINING  

IYCS Programme Coordinator Mr Roy IBRAHIM 

and JEC France National President Ms Kiara 

Gigacz participated in a session organized by the 

youth service of the Bishop Conference of France 

(CEF) on the theme of fundamental morality 

"Choose life!" held on zoom from 28 to 29 

November 2020. This session brought together 38 

young people from 17 movements and 

associations working with young people. The 

session was organized in the framework of a 

two-year training course targeting young people 

leading youth movements and associations at the 

national level in France.  

The session facilitated by Philippe Royer 

(President of the EDC), Jacques de Longeaux 

(professor at the Bernardins), Philippe Bordeyne 

(Rector of the Institut Catholique de Paris), and 

Mgr. Pierre-Antoine Bozo (Bishop of Limoges and 

member of the Council for Youth Pastoral). The 

participants experienced exciting times of 

exchange around themes that are important to 

the leaders serving the young people:  freedom, 

consciousness, universal laws, decision making, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tz_v7RKELoY&list=PLE_mGz19o_Tj7r6t2lip8hvdUltRbpJWB
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and the practice of virtues while seeking to follow 

Christ. 

The guest speakers addressed the Word of God, 

the texts of the Magisterium (especially Gaudium 

et Spes), and shared nourishing testimonies 

leading to a conclusion that: Morality is the 

condition of freedom; Christ shows us in his 

incarnation that morality is accomplished in the 

exercise of Charity. The next session will be held 

on the 13th and 14th of March 2021 on the Social 

Doctrine of the Church. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

II. CARE FOR OUR COMMON HOME:  
PROMOTING THE LAUDATO SI’ GENERATION AND ECOLOGICAL CITIZENSHIP 

The year 2020 marked the fifth anniversary of Laudato Si’, Pope Francis’ encyclical letter on Care for Our 

Common Home, and the fiftieth anniversary of Earth Day. It was also the twentieth anniversary of the official 

launch of the Earth Charter. In 2015, IYCS committed to promoting the urgency and importance of caring for 

our common home. Working to bring Laudato Si’ to Life, IYCS adopted Laudato Si’ 

as a priority agenda. Therefore, in 2020 we continued to raise 

awareness and encouraged Young Catholic Students world-over to 

host and actively participate in events to spread the message of 

Laudato Si’ and to engage in concrete actions for the care of our 

common home in the present era of planetary emergency by 

promoting the values of creation care and biodiversity in the spirit 
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of integral ecology. IYCS also contributed and participated in some international, regional, and national 

events including the following:  

 

1. Laudato Si Generation and Global Catholic Climate Movement (GCCM) 

IYCS has continued to maintain its engagement and 

collaboration in the Laudato Si Generation and Global 

Catholic Climate Movement. In the year 2020, IYCS 

strengthened its contribution and engagements in the 

coordination of Laudato Si Generation monthly virtual 

meetings and also actively participated in the 

mobilization and raising awareness about the Laudato 

Si week and invited Young Catholic Students around the 

world to join in to celebrate the Laudato Si anniversary 

and the Season of Creation and Jubilee for the Earth. 

 

2. Season of Creation and Laudato Si Week celebration 

The IYCS International Secretariat Team participated in the virtual celebration of the Season of Creation 

2020 on the theme of "Jubilee for the Earth" organized by GCCM.  

The International Secretariat Team also shared a 

special reflection to the Young Catholic Students around 

the world to commemorate the season of creation. The 

reflection is available in appendix II.  

IYCS invited the National Movements and Regional 

coordination’s to actively participate during the Laudato 

Si week and in commemoration of the season of 

creation ‘jubilee for the earth’.  

Through raising awareness on the importance of caring 

for the creation, campaigns on sustainable lifestyle, 

tree planting, cleaning exercises, and advocating for 

policy reforms towards the care for creation. 

 

Regional Coordination Initiatives 

➢ Africa 

IYCS Africa Regional Coordination joined the greater Christian Community from the 1st of September to the 

4th of October to celebrate the Season of Creation that was running under the theme "Jubilee for the Earth". 

The Regional Coordination undertook a month-long online campaign on the Season of Creation that was 

broken down into weekly thematic activities with the following objectives: raising awareness of the season 

of creation amongst the students; encouraging students to take collective and individual actions; reducing 

carbon footprint by promoting sustainable consumption and raising our voice for mother earth, and 

Video available 

here 

https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=2636874963297691
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engaging in advocacy on overconsumption and economic systems based on economic growth at the cost of 

the earth and those that are poor. 

IYCS Africa co-created posters 

with the students to raise 

awareness on social media. At 

the national level, the 

students developed localized 

messages to create 

awareness on reducing 

carbon footprint and 

promoting sustainable 

consumption. The Team 

engaged in a tree planting 

activity, at the IYCS Africa 

future leadership centre 

designated location. This action was also replicated at the National level. To amplify the message, the team 

produced a tactful video using the trending "Jerusalema" dance challenge, the video generated over 1000 

views on YouTube and Facebook. The video is available here. 

 

➢ Asia 

IYCS Asia Regional Coordination engaged in a one-week awareness campaign to champion the message of 

the Holy Father Pope Francis in his Encyclical letter Laudato Si. The thematic topics of each day were as 

follows: 

On day one of the campaign the 

team invited Young Catholic 

Students to join Pope Francis in 

taking care of the mother earth; 

On day two the theme was 

‘Small Actions Big Difference’ 

which aimed at inviting the 

students to each play their part 

in taking care of the earth;  

Day three: focused on reminding 

the students to reduce their 

consumption, garbage disposal, 

reuse and recycle to care for 

nature; Day four of the campaign 

focused on encouraging and inviting the students to plant trees and start at least kitchen garden or terrace 

or contribute to support fellow students engaged in such activities;  

Day five focused on avoiding the use of plastics and other things that create garbage and choke the earth 

emphasizing the theme of day 2 ‘Small Actions Big Difference; Day six focused on the need to share the 

precious resources with others especially avoiding the waste of food to reduce hunger and pressure on the 

environment; Day seven of the campaign encouraged students to use public transport and walk during short 

distances to exercise and keep fit and healthy; and on the eighth day which climaxed the campaign, drew 

https://youtu.be/GKzMxWNt8Tc
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attention to the connection between paper usage and cutting down of trees encouraging students to use 

them sparingly. 

➢ Latin America 

 The Latin America Regional Coordination on the 

23rd May 2020 organized a virtual space to discuss 

the different dimensions contained in this 

Encyclical Laudato Si, with exhibitions of members 

from different countries, to find ways to continue 

caring for the environment in times of 

confinement. The online session provided space for 

testimonies, in which student leaders from 

different countries presented their work in their 

local communities in the fighting for the protection 

of our common home. 

 

National YCS Initiative 

We are pleased to recognize the launch of the YCS 

Sri Lanka campaign dubbed ‘YCS Green 

Revolution’ on  1st October 2020. Following in the 

footsteps of His Holiness Pope Francis' Laudato Si 

Encyclical, the National Committee of Young 

Catholic Students' Movement of Sri Lanka 

initiated the YCS Green Revolution Project under 

the guidance of Rev. Fr. Lester Wijesooriya, 

Chaplain of YCS Sri Lanka with the sponsorship of 

the Novelwall (PVT) Ltd.  

Through this project, they are encouraging Young 

Catholic Students to join hands in planting trees 

to take care of our common home. We are very 

grateful and congratulate YCS Sri Lanka for this  

initiative and encourage members of the IYCS 

around the world to continue working in 

solidarity in protecting God's creation at different 

levels. More information about this campaign is 

available on the YCS Archdiocese of Colombo, 

Sri Lanka Facebook page.  
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III. Human Fraternity For World Peace 
And Living Together 

 On 4th February 2019, His Holiness Pope Francis 

and the Grand Imam of Al-Azhar, Ahmad Al-

Tayyeb signed the Document on "Human 

Fraternity for World Peace and Living Together" 

as a blueprint indicating the way to a culture of 

dialogue and collaboration between faiths. In 

2020, IYCS throughout its engagement within the 

Movement and externally promoted the 

aspirations and objectives of the Human 

Fraternity Document to spread the values of 

fraternity, peace, 

tolerance, and 

understanding among all 

young people. IYCS 

through the Global 

Caucus for Youth in Faith 

led the lobbying and 

advocacy for the 

recognition and 

declaration by the United 

Nations General 

Assembly of 4th 

February as the International Human Fraternity 

Day. 

IYCS also through its global initiative 

“Peacebuilding, Resilience-building, Education 

and Advocacy”, supported Young Catholic 

Students as catalysts for Peace, Security, and 

Humanitarian Action by emphasizing the 

importance of young people as agents of change 

in the maintenance and promotion of peace and 

security.  

 

 

IV. Youth Ministry (Spirituality, 
Formation & Accompaniment) 

Youth Ministry, as traditionally carried out, has 

been significantly affected by social and cultural 

changes and now the Coronavirus pandemic. IYCS 

focuses on helping young people use their insight, 

ingenuity, and knowledge to address their issues 

and concerns in their language and using new 

styles and strategies. In 2020, we launched and 

promoted several initiatives to empower young 

people to address social issues that concern 

them. IYCS encouraged Young Catholic Students 

to build social friendships where everyone works 

for the common good as an antidote to a world 

full of suffering, violence, and selfishness. IYCS 

also continued to promote spiritual growth 

among Young Catholic Students through the 

formation of the Christian Doctrine and Morality, 

fraternal love, community life, and service 

especially during emergencies and forced 

migration of young people. IYCS International 

Chaplain also continued to share the IYCS 

monthly Theological Reflection with our 

members around the world. 
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IYCS Africa Initiative: Safe and Legal Migration in West and Central 

Africa  

In line with the above initiative, IYCS Africa Regional Coordination organized two National workshops in 

Chad and Nigeria. 

➢ Chad 

Chad being a landlocked country in the heart of Africa is confronted with a multidimensional migratory 

context. The country is experiencing a complex humanitarian crisis, being affected by conflicts in 

neighbouring countries (Central African Republic, DRC, Sudan, Libya, and the Lake Chad Basin). According 

to the International Organization of Migration (IOM); Chad is currently hosting 464,000 refugees, 133,000 

internally displaced persons (IDPs), and 45,000 returnees.  

Also, internal food insecurity and the economic crisis, severe underdevelopment, and extreme poverty are 

leading young people, in particular, to seek economic opportunities in increasingly precarious conditions. 

IYCS Africa, organized a 

national forum in 

collaboration with JEC 

Chad on 7th November 

2020 held at the Chad 

Episcopal Conference in 

N'Djamena on the theme 

"Safe and Legal 
Migration of Youth in 
Central Africa''. 65 

participants (55 male 

and 10 Female) including 

Members of JEC Chad, National Youth Organization partners, and local Non-governmental Organizations 

attended the Forum.  

A statement was issued calling the governments and national leaders to take action.  

The National Forum aimed to sensitize students, young people, and their communities about the risks and 

consequences of irregular migration and the need to travel with legal documents. 

1)   Through this Forum focusing on thematic themes: Youth Migration to Europe in Africa: the 

students' perspective; Migration Policies and Human Rights; Risks and consequences of irregular 

migration (testimonies of former candidates and expert opinions); and Concept of Integral Human 

Development IYCS Africa achieved the following: 

a. Improved access to knowledge and information on the risks and consequences of illegal 

immigration; 

b. Raised awareness and sensitized students, young people, and their communities about the 

risks and consequences of illegal migration and the need to travel with legal documents; 

and 

c. Advocated for quality education, employment opportunities, and safe living conditions for 

young people. 
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2) The following recommendations were recorded as the outcome of the Forum: 

National leaders to: 

❏ Raise awareness and sensitize other young people about the risks and consequences of irregular 

migration; 

❏ Organize a digital campaign (Facebook, WhatsApp, and Twitter) on the risks of illegal migration and 

promote youth entrepreneurship; 

❏ Creating conditions for the development of young people; 

❏ Encourage youth entrepreneurship through the granting of micro-credits; and 

❏ Investing effective means in the fight against poverty. 

International Organizations to: 

❏ Support youth structures to fight effectively against illegal immigration; 

❏ Support the government in the creation of appropriate training structures for young people; 

❏ Harmonize migration mechanisms and policies for greater international mobility; 

❏ Support the government in the fight against criminality linked to irregular immigration. 

➢ Nigeria 

A 2-days workshop was 

organized in collaboration with 

YCS Nigeria at the Catholic 

Secretariat in Abuja from the 

30th November to the 1st   

December 2020 on the theme 

"Safe and Legal Migration in 
West Africa". The workshop 

brought together 40 

Participants (25 Male, 15 

Female) including Students 

from YCS Nigeria, the National 

Federation of Catholic Students 

(NFS), and Nigeria Immigration Service (NIS).  

The objectives of the workshop were to: 

● Raise awareness and sensitize students, young people, and their communities on the risks and 

consequences of illegal migration and the need to travel with legal documents. 

● Improve access to knowledge and information through digital campaigns (Facebook, Twitter, and 

Instagram) on the risks and consequences of illegal migration. 

● Advocate for quality education, employment opportunities, and safe living conditions for young 

people. 

The workshop was facilitated by various institutions that are working in the Migration area like UNHCR and 

the Nigerian Immigration Service focusing on: Youth Migration to Europe in Africa (Students perspective); 
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Risks and Consequences of illegal Migration; Migration Policy and Human Right; Concept of Integral Human 

Development; Capacity Building on Digital Advocacy. 

From the deliberations the students recommended the following: 

➔ The discussion on Migration to be scaled up to all National Movements as it is a cross-cutting issue 

that is affecting youths not only in West Africa. 

➔ The students agreed to mainstream the migration discussions into their programme starting with 

the National YCS day on 28 February 2021. 

➔ Extend the project to run over a longer time as there is a lot of sensitization work to be done and 

it needs more time. 

➔ Developing partnerships with organizations working on the field for capacity-building 

opportunities and scaling up the project for greater impact. 

At the end of the training, the students had a press briefing to share their position and demands to 

the government and the relevant stakeholders. The students categorically acknowledged that the 

youth are migrating due to poverty in their country. In the statement that was aired on two 

television networks (AIT news and Catholic news of Nigeria TV), the students called upon the 

Government of Nigeria to prioritize resources for the youths and also to stop the corruption that 

has caused resource misallocation. The live stream is available here.  

  

V. ORGANIZATIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
IYCS is committed to strengthening its capacity to meet new demands and deliver more effectively with and 

for Young Catholic Students. IYCS continually works to develop its internal capacity to be the most effective 

it can be in its mission and work and to sustain itself over the long term. In 2020, the following were 

accomplished under the organizational development focus area: 

1. Election of the IYCS International Chaplain 

 

As directed by the 16th IYCS World Council 2019 held in Abuja, Nigeria, 

and following article 8.6 of the IYCS Statue, the International Committee 

successfully elected Fr. Achille D'Almeida of YCS Togo as IYCS 

International Chaplain for the Mandate of 2019 to 2023. His appointment 

has since been confirmed by the Vatican Dicastery for Laity, Family, and 

Life in a letter dated June 22nd, 2020. Although Fr. Achille is still unable 

to physically join the team in Paris due to current travel restrictions 

because of the pandemic, he has since assumed his responsibilities, 

working and supporting the International Team from his home country 

Togo. 

2. International Team Meetings 

The IYCS International Team (IT) held three (3) 

Meetings in March, June, and September 2020. 

The first meeting held in March 2020 focused on 

evaluating the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic 

on the continuity of operations and service 

delivery. The meeting evaluated some of the 

https://www.facebook.com/178246725551094/videos/740551046540548
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actions already being 

taken by the National 

Movements across 

different regions and 

proposed ways the 

International Team 

can continue to 

support them. The 

second meeting in 

June 2020 focused on 

evaluating the 

operations of the 

Regional 

Coordinations and 

International Secretariat in light of the COVID-19 

pandemic situation. A decision was made to 

encourage remote working (home office) with 

very minimum movement to the office whenever 

a need arises and to strictly observe the advice 

and guidelines issued by the Health Authorities. 

The Regional coordinations was also requested to 

engage National Movements to encourage them 

to adopt procedures in place in their respective 

countries while also promoting information 

sharing amongst members.  

The third meeting in September 2020 focused on 

the preparation for the Celebration of Season of 

Creation on the theme ‘Jubilee for the Earth’, IYCS 

2020 International Committee (IC) and Global 

Training Session (GTS); and the 6th IYCS World 

Day and 74th IYCS Anniversary. The International 

Team during the September meeting 

unanimously decided to hold the International 

Committee Meeting, the 6th IYCS World Day and 

74th IYCS Anniversary virtually through a zoom 

webinar in November 2020. The International 

Team also decided to postpone the Global 

Training Session (GTS) to between March and 

April 2021 in the hope that the pandemic will have 

subsided; meanwhile, the event that the 

pandemic persists will be held online. The 

International Team Members profile is available 

on our website here. 

 

3. International Committee 2020  

The 2020 International Committee (IC) Meeting was 

held virtually from the 13th to 15th November 2020 

bringing together a total of 

25 delegates including the 

official members of the 

International Committee 

and observers notably from 

the International Movement 

of Catholic Students, IYCS 

Commission Members, and 

IYCS Animators and 

Chaplains. The IC was 

officially opened on the 13th 

of November 2020 preceded 

by the celebration of the 

74th IYCS Anniversary and 

6th IYCS World Day held virtually. The International 

Committee opened officially with a brief reflection 

and short prayer by the IYCS International Chaplain. 

The reflection was followed by the election of 

Jonathan Pagel from KSJ Germany President of the 

https://iycs-jeci.org/international-team/
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2020 IC. The rest of the day was dedicated for 

the members of the committee, commissions, 

and observers to familiarize themselves with 

each other since the current International 

Committee was meeting for the first time 

following the elections at the last IYCS 16th 

World Council Meeting.  

On the 14th November 2020, the Committee 

ratified the election of Benson Makusha (Africa 

Regional Coordinator), Eirini Freri (European 

Coordinator) and also ratified the election of Fr. 

Achille D'Almeida (International Chaplain) 

following the election procedures as delegated 

by the 16th World Council.  After the ratification 

regional coordination reports were presented to 

the Committee for review and 

recommendations. The International 

Secretariat report for 2019 both narrative and 

financial was also presented for review and was 

unanimously adopted by the Committee. The 

Committee also reviewed and approved the IYCS 

2021 plan of action and budget. The second day 

ended with the presentation and recognition of 

the different IYCS Commission members. On the 

15th November 2020, the Committee had a 

follow-up discussion with the International 

Team on the key decisions taken during the 16th 

IYCS World Council in Abuja Nigeria. Among the 

key discussions discussed was IYCS 

Membership status as the council had directed 

for the Members who failed to fulfil their 

membership requirements to be disaffiliated 

within six months period following the World 

Council.  

However, the International Team brought to the 

attention of the Committee that due to the 

challenges posed by the COVID-19 pandemic 

most National Movements requested the 

International Secretariat to be given more time 

to regularize their membership status although 

some fulfilled their requirements within the 

timeline. As a result, a resolution was reached 

by the Committee to adjourn the matter to be 

discussed in an extraordinary International 

Committee Meeting to be held later in 2021. The 

Committee also approved the final IYCS 

Children, Youth, and Vulnerable Adults 



 
35 

Protection and Safeguarding Policy, the draft 

adopted by the World Council in Abuja in 2019.  

Another item discussed was the IYCS Properties in 

Paris, although the International Team brought to 

the attention of the Committee that the assessment 

was still on-going and committed to giving an 

update in the next extraordinary meeting in 2021. 

The committee also adopted the IYCS Quadrennial 

Plan for 2021 – 2024. 

The International Team also made a presentation on 

the status of the different IYCS external partnership 

engagements and invited the Committee members 

to avail themselves to represent IYCS in those 

external networks. The International Team also 

presented to the Committee a new partnership 

engagement with UNICEF Innovation Centre in New 

York, the partnership is aimed at enrolling a global 

IYCS U report platform to ensure communication, 

information sharing, and opinion polling among 

Young Catholic Students globally.  

The Committee concluded with the presentation of 

the upcoming international events which included 

the Global Training Session, 75th IYCS Silver Jubilee 

celebration, and the closing prayer was led by Fr. 

Anthony Makunde (IYCS Africa Chaplain & AMECEA 

Secretary General), then the President of the 

presidium adjourned the meeting till the next 

extraordinary meeting in 2021. 

 

4. Advisory Board Meeting 

The IYCS International 

Secretariat Team had a 

consultative meeting with the 

Advisory Board on the 10th 

October 2020. The subject 

matter of the meeting was a 

follow-up on the 16th IYCS 

World Council decisions 

regarding the properties in 

Paris. The Team suggested to 

the Board to be part of the 

Team that will assess the 

status of the properties. 

However, the Board members advised the IYCS Team to engage property experts and Alumni who are based 

in Paris in the process and revert to the Board with findings to advise on the way forward.  

We also used the opportunity to update the Advisory Board on the status of the Secretariat and the operation 

mechanism we have put in place. Also, the board was briefed on the difficult financial situation of the 

secretariat partly due to our inability to receive any project funding in 2020 as most of our programmes 

were either cancelled or held virtually due to COVID-19.   

The Advisory Board recommended the following to the Team: 

● Organize regular meetings with the Advisory Board; 

● Share policy documents and other materials that need input 

from the Board by email; 

● Engage property experts and alumnus in Paris to assess the 

status of all IYCS assets in Paris; 

● Explore ways to improve the funding and financial situation of 

the secretariat. 

● Nominate more members to the Advisory Board. 
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5. 74th IYCS Anniversary & 6th IYCS World Day Celebration  

 On Friday, 13th November 2020, IYCS celebrated 

its 74th Anniversary and 6th IYCS World Day 

2020 under the theme: “Promoting Global 

Solidarity and Taking Local Actions for a 

Peaceful, Just and Sustainable World”. The 

virtual celebration was attended by over 100 

Young Catholic Students, Alumni, Partners, and 

well-wishers with over a thousand following 

through YouTube and Facebook live stream. The 

live stream is available here. 

The theme was inspired by the current global 

crisis posed by the COVID-19 pandemic, as the 

IYCS continues to pursue its commitment to 

harness the potential of our young leaders to 

enable our Movement to systematically join the 

global war against the COVID-19 pandemic, 

ensuring continuity of operations and service 

delivery, preparing for the recovery, and 

stemming the impact of COVID-19.  

The theme of the celebration was also inspired 

by IYCS commitments to contribute to the 

realization of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development taking into account, the last 

Decade of Action, an ambitious global effort to 

deliver the 2030 agenda for sustainable development – our shared vision to end poverty, rescue the planet, 

and build a peaceful world.  

The Webinar proceeded with interventions by technical persons on the following sub-themes:  

● IYCS Milestones @74th Anniversary: Mr John Siddham, IYCS Alumni and Advisory Board 

Member. 

● The Power of Children and Young People to contribute to the COVID-19 response and 

influence the post COVID world: Ms Lucha Sotomayor, Office of the Special Representative of the 

UN Secretary General on Violence against Children. 

● Promotion of Peace, Justice, and a Sustainable World: Ms Marie-Claude Machon Honoré, 

President, and UNESCO NGO Liaison Committee. 

● Membership Growth and Sustainability in the Changing World: Professor Vincent Bagire, 

IYCS Alumni 

● Meaningful Engagement of Faith-based Youth Organizations: Mr Aashish Khullar, Board 

Member, Children and Youth International, United Nations Major Group for Children and Youth 

UNMGCY. 

 

The webinar was also a great opportunity for exchange of ideas between the current young leaders and the 

former leaders that took part in the virtual celebration as well as an intergenerational dialogue around the 

history and trends in the life of our Movement from inception to the present day. 

 

https://youtu.be/2s-qPAM0Vbc
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6. MOVEMENT ACCOMPANIMENT 

Accompanying the Movements at the regional 

and national level is very essential to the work of 

the IYCS International Secretariat. These 

accompaniments help the International Team to 

coordinate and follow up with the orientation of 

the global movement as directed by the 16th IYCS 

World Council held in Abuja Nigeria to promote 

global solidarity and exchanges within the 

Movement. Our ability to carry out this physical 

accompaniment of Movements was hindered in 

2020 by travel restrictions due to the Covid-19, 

however, thanks to the support of our funding 

partners, we were able to procure and maintain 

a business account on Zoom which provided us 

the platform for all our engagements with our 

Regional Teams and National Movements. This 

platform was equally helpful to our Regional 

Coordination offices as the International 

Secretariat provided access for them to organize 

their activities throughout the year.  

 

JEC FRANCE 

 

On the 18th of July, the IYCS Programme 

Coordinator attended the National Conference of 

JEC France held at Adèle Picot Association in 

Paris. During the conference, Mr Roy Ibrahim 

made a presentation about the IYCS 2020 

International Committee and Global 

training session that was scheduled to take 

place in Paris in November 2020. The 

purpose of the presentation was to prepare 

and empower the National Leaders to co-

host the IC and GTS alongside the IYCS 

Team.  

Later in the evening JEC France and Mr Roy 

prepared a video conference with leaders 

from JEC Lebanon sharing updates about 

the exceptional realities that our members 

are going through during the 

pandemic. In a series of exercises, 

the participants shared about 

their personal experience during 

the Lockdown and its impact on 

their mental health, picturing the 

vulnerability of our life systems 

and starting to envision solutions 

for the coming times. 

The Lebanese youth also raised 

their concerns about the political 

and economic crisis going on in 

Lebanon since the end of 2019 and 

which has been aggravated by the 

COVID-19. Leaders from JEC France were 

profoundly concerned and proposed to continue 

this fraternal meeting by an extended 

international exchange programme for deeper 

sharing and peer-to-peer support.  
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In August 2020, we also participated in the JEC 

France National Camp held from 21st to the 23rd 

of August in Normandy, under the theme: “Think 

Global, Act Local”. During the weekend we had 

the opportunity to share with the members on the 

roles and potentials of young people in the 

realization of SDGs and how the National 

Movements can contribute to effort by 

harnessing the potential of their members to 

contribute to the global effort that is underway to 

achieve the decade of action. During the camp, 

the members also had the opportunity to share 

their personal experiences during the Lockdown.  

We also participated in a series of (physical and 

later virtual) meetings, with the National YCS 

Team to brainstorm and define the strategic 

direction for the movement as well as key 

thematic areas that the movement intends to 

focus on in the coming years.  

 

 

KSJ GERMANY 

The IYCS International Team organized a one-day 

induction session with Anna HOLTKAMP and Jonathan 

PAGEL on 3rd November 2020, who were newly 

appointed by the National Movement in Germany as 

the Focal Points for International Relations and 

representative of National Movements in Europe in 

the IYCS International Committee. This introductory 

training session focused on the roles and 

responsibilities of the International Committee 

Members and in general, the International Committee 

as a whole ranging from its mandate to the execution 

of duties and annual meeting. 

The session was designed to offer a free and open 

space for discussion with the young leaders allowing 

them to ask all questions and to talk about their fears 

while taking up such an essential role on behalf of all 

the National Movements in Europe. One of the 

interesting parts of the session was when the IYCS 

Team shared the different roles played by the 

committee members during the annual International 

Committee Meetings where every Committee meeting 

is chaired by a Committee Member who is a Student 

Leader, where Jonathan expressed interest in taking 

up the challenge and was successfully elected later 

in November 2020 during the opening of the 2020 IC 

as the President of the Presidium for 2020 a position he will hold till the next International Committee in 

2021. 

We are also very grateful that in December 2020, Anna HOLTKAMP tendered her candidature to the JECI 

MIEC European Coordination Board and was successfully elected to the Board. This is a very great 

achievement to the International Team which inspires the Team to continue to work tirelessly in the mission 

to educate and form young leaders to inspire the change that we all want by taking up responsibility at 

different levels. 
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YCS NIGERIA 

The IYCS International Secretariat after signing the agreement with UNICEF to roll out a Global U-Report 

platform to ensure communication, information sharing, and opinion polling among Young Catholic Students 

globally, organized a virtual zoom session with YCS Nigerian National Coordinator, Chaplain, and National 

President joining through phone call due to challenge with an internet connection. The goal of the session 

was to introduce the National YCS Team to the initiative and invite them to mobilize Young Catholic Students 

in the Nigeria to enrol on the platform. After deliberation with the National Team, we agreed to organize 

another session with the rest of the National Leaders and Leaders from the Dioceses to elaborate more on 

the initiative and how the Young Catholic Students can enrol and benefit from the platform. 

JEC SPAIN 

 

The 16th IYCS World Council elected JEC Spain as 

the Commission for Extension and Promotion for 

the period of 2020 - 2023. The IYCS International 

Secretariat Team organized a one-day induction 

session on 25th November 2020 with Ms Teresa 

GUTIERESS appointed by JEC Spain as the Focal 

Point of the Commission and Ms Clara Fernandez 

Merino who  is the National President of JEC 

Spain. The session focused on the roles and 

responsibilities of the Commission and what is 

required of JEC Spain and the Focal Point. This 

Commission was established with the aim of 

supporting the work of the International 

Secretariat to;  

A. Develop documents in different formats to increase the visibility of IYCS, especially in 
countries that it is not present; 
B. Help coordinate the effort of the International Bodies of IYCS in the extension to new 
countries; 
C. Find contacts and approach the former members of YCS that are not active anymore to 
reactivate them; 
D. Help Movements in the process of affiliation or change of status within the International 
Movement; 
E. Develop or adapt existing tools that are practical and concise to help locals to reactivate or 
create YCS and monitor this process; 
F. Develop a strategy to gather former members; 
G. Initiate the reflection for the establishment of the IYCS Foundation. 

 

The International Team had the opportunity to 

engage the Leaders in open questions and 

answer sessions going through the different 

roles and responsibilities to address issues that 

would impede the leaders from exercising their 

roles and to clarify points that were not clear to 

them.  

Together with the Leaders, the IYCS International 

Team also brainstormed on different ways the 

Commission can effectively execute their role 

among which are; social media strategy, virtual 

competitions, championing national movement's 

one after the other on official social media pages 

to raise awareness and exchange ideas among 
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different NMs, reviving YCS in countries that have 

disappeared especially in Europe.  

At the end of the session, the leaders committed 

themselves to design a work plan to help them 

realize their work effectively and proposed to 

meet with the International Team quarterly to 

review the progress of the commission to ensure 

that they achieve the goals and objectives of the 

commission of extension and promotion as 

desired.  

 

JEC COTE D’IVOIRE 

JEC Côte D’Ivoire was elected at the 16th IYCS 

World Council as the Commission for Advocacy 

and Representation from 2020 to 2023. The 

International Secretariat Team had an interactive 

follow-up session with the Focal Point of the 

Commission Ms Prisca KOFFI and the National 

President Ms Marie Ella Kouaku on 23rd 

November 2020. The Focal Point shared a brief 

update on the progress the Commission has 

made so far. The International Secretariat Team 

responding to a request of the focal point 

explained the different roles and responsibilities 

of the International Commission for Advocacy and 

Representation which includes but not limited to 

the following; 

 

a) Create a practical online resource for the training in advocacy of different members of 

IYCS spread throughout the World, giving concrete examples connected to the thematic 

areas of the Global Campaign; 

b) Make a schedule of the meetings that can have advocacy opportunities for IYCS and 

order it by priorities according to the Campaign; 

c) Share with the International Team the responsibility of being present in meetings for 

advocacy reasons; 

d) Assist the International Team in developing documents, like shadow reports, to make 

known the voice of IYCS about specific resolutions and problems; 

e) Link the advocacy work that is done in the national, regional, and international levels of 

IYCS using social networks; 

f) Make sure that the International Secretariat or Regional coordination take part in 

meetings focused on the youth over the world (UN, EU, AU...). 

The session concluded with scheduling a monthly meeting calendar for the following three (3) months 

between the Commission Focal Point and the International Secretariat Team to design a work plan for the 

Commission for the period of the mandate.  
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MSAC ITALY 

The IYCS International Secretariat was pleased to 

be invited to the presentation of the MSAC Italy 

national manifesto ‘The possible challenge’ on the 

afternoon of 16th October 2020 focusing on the 

thematic themes of the school building, well-

being at school, teaching, and participation. The 

IYCS Secretary General Mr Innocent ODONGO sent 

a short video message urging the members of 

MSAC Italy to actively participate and listen to the 

national manifesto. The video message is 

available here. The theme of quality and holistic 

education is very crucial in the mission of IYCS 

around the world, over the years the Movement 

has advocated for a safe learning environment 

and continues to promote actions that foster 

safety of children and youth in learning 

institutions, most notably, at the occasion of the 

3rd International Day of IYCS in 2017, we initiated 

a special action towards the safety of schools 

around the world, by launching a global 

campaign; “Let's Dream and Build our School”. By 

this campaign and action, IYCS seek to rid our 

schools of all elements that make it unsafe for 

learning activities, from poor physical structure, 

to fear of bullying and molestation, from 

discrimination and racism, from sexual 

harassment, from gangs and cultism, and all 

unethical elements. For us, quality education 

implies the right for students to study in a place 

where they feel safe physically, emotionally and 

free from fear of molestation. Our movements 

around the world remain committed to this 

mission. It is in the light of this, that we are 

pleased to be invited to the launch of the national 

manifesto of MSAC Italy, and are very grateful to 

the national team for organizing such a great 

event to provide opportunity for young people to 

reflect and take action regarding their learning 

environment, well-being in the schools, learning 

procedures and their participation in learning.  

 

7. REGIONAL COORDINATION ACCOMPANIMENT 

JECI-MIEC EUROPE COORDINATION 

a. Assessing the Reality of the Coordination
The International Secretariat Team on 30th May 

2020 participated in an online discussion 

organized by the European Team attended by 21 

delegates from 12 National movements and a 

guest Johan Vanhove, to discuss the situation of 

the Coordination and the difficulties that were 

brought up because of the global COVID-19 

pandemic. The International Team used the 

opportunity to assure the Coordination Team of 

their continuous support and also emphasized 

that the International Secretariat is faced with 

similar challenges and adopting a more digital 

mode of work as well due to the challenges posed 

by the COVID-19 pandemic. The outcome of this 

discussion was that the next European Team will 

need to register in France and that instead of a 

European Congress, the European Team should 

organize an online Study Session and then a 

European Committee, physically if possible.  

In line with the registration in France, the IYCS 

and IMCS Teams held a consultative meeting with 

https://www.instagram.com/tv/CGaCfkJCe2m/?igshid=xhcdb92bq8lr
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George Henkel a member of the European Team 

and Johan Vanhove (former European 

Coordinator) at the Secretariat in Paris on Friday 

17th July, 2020 to discuss further the registration 

procedures and requirements in France. 

 

b.Digital Workshop: “Designing our future”. 
 

The JECI MIEC Europe Digital Workshop was held 

from the 24th to 27th of September 2020 on the 

theme: “Designing our future”. The workshop 

brought together 20 young people from 9 National 

Movements. The European Team decided to 

facilitate the creation of the Orientation 

Guidelines by choosing four aspects:  students 

(individual) and student organizations (society) - 

both from a civil and Christian perspective; 

developing guidelines for action and work in the 

concrete reality of each movement and the 

European Coordination, based on the challenges 

of the reality perceived and the common 

reflections made; and promoting future initiatives 

and actions taken by the participants in their 

national and local realities. To effectively 

deliberate on the above thematic areas, the group 

was divided into three (3) working groups to 

discuss and reflect on the four aspects chosen for 

the Orientation Guidelines below: 

➢ Sustainable capacity building for JECI-MIEC and its networks (organizational perspective); 

➢ Motivation, identity, needs, personality and family (personal perspective); 

➢ Christian values and spirituality (Church perspective); 

➢ Possibilities of active contribution to society - especially under the circumstances of the current 

crisis (civil society perspective). 

These working groups were very instrumental in shaping the JECI MIEC European Coordination strategic 

direction for 2021 - 2024. The International Team was pleased to contribute in different groups and also in 

solidarity with the Regional Coordination shared the global thematic focus of the movement relevant to the 

region. The orientation Guidelines were finalized and adopted in the European Committee 2020 and are 

available on the website jecimiec.eu or here. 

https://www.jecimiec.eu/orientation-guidelines-2021-2024/
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c. European Committee 2020 
The International Secretariat team also participated in the JECI MIEC European Committee meeting held 

from 11th to 13th December 2020. Since the COVID-19 pandemic restricted physical gathering, the European 

Committee was conducted online and gathered 31 young leaders from the National Movements. The 

European Committee focused on the Work Plan for 2021, the Budget and financial situation of the 

Coordination, the adoption of the Orientation Guidelines, and the Election of the European Team 2021. The 

Committee elected the European Coordination Team for 2021 consisting of Eirini Freri (EKNE Greece) as 

European Coordinator, Carolina Carreira (MCE Portugal), Anna Holtkamp (KSJ Germany), and Paul Sopon 

(ASTRU Cluj) as executive board members, and Fr. Sergio Fenech (Malta) as the European Chaplain. 

 

 

d. External Representation: COMECE Youth Platform 
 

COMECE is the Commission of the Bishop 

Conferences in the European Union. The Youth 

Platform of COMECE started in 2018 in Brussels to 

provide a forum of exchange for the European 

Christian Youth Movements and to coordinate 

their work at the European level, to increase their 

visibility toward the European institutions. This 

platform meets approximately every three 

months online and also tries to meet physically in 

April before the Council of Members of the 

European Youth Forum. A project of COMECE 

Youth is to create a joint position of a fundraising 

manager for the member youth organizations 

that will advise them on EU funding. Another 

project is the active participation of the youth 
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organizations at the European Green Deal and the 

planning of activities on the environmental crisis 

and climate justice.  

Until 2019, Richard Apeh from IYCS was 

representing JECI-MIEC in the platform and then 

Eirini Freri took this responsibility and 

participated in all the meetings. In July 2020, the 

COMECE Youth Platform met online the Cabinet of 

the European Commission's Vice- President 

Frans Timmermans to discuss the European 

Green Deal and the Climate Pact. The result of 

this exchange was the idea to support grassroots 

youth movements and inter-faith youth 

movements/ organizations in joint initiatives to 

actively contribute to the European Green Deal. 

 

IYCS ASIA COORDINATION 

a. Regional Secretariat - Manila 
The IYCS Asian Coordination has in the past faced 

numerous challenges years due to the gap in 

Leadership. However, the challenge of the leadership 

gap was addressed in 2018 following the election of two 

(2) new Coordinators during the 13th IYCS Asian Session 

and Council held in Taichung City, Taiwan. The Asian 

Coordination is still faced with one major challenge of 

recovering from a long gap in project implementation 

which has posed considerable challenges in external 

fund mobilization although the Coordination has thrived 

through a local contribution from National Movements 

and support from IYCS former members through their 

network in the region.  

b. Consultation Meetings 
The IYCS International Secretariat during the year 2020 organized a series of consultation meetings with 

the Asia Regional Coordination Team during which the Team planned for some joint projects and activities 

to boost and support the Coordination in resource mobilization and organizing regional workshops and 

training sessions. However, all planned activities had to be postponed to 2021 due to the challenges posed 

by the COVID-19 pandemic. Although the IYCS Team managed to organize a virtual training session with the 

selected task force team in the framework of the IYCS Global COVID-19 Response Plan.  

 

IYCS AFRICA COORDINATION 

Election of Regional Coordinator 
 Following the resignation of one of the Pan African Coordinators just a few months after their election at 

the 11th Pan African Council held in Harare Zimbabwe in November 2019, coupled with the challenges posed 

by the COVID-19 pandemic. The IYCS International Secretariat in collaboration with the IYCS Africa Board of 

Trustees and the Outgoing Coordinator Ms Agathe Sagne played a leading role in the process that led to a 

by-election held virtually in December 2020 to fill in the gap following the resignation of Ms Nicole Ekila 

Djangi.  
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The IYCS International Secretariat coordinated the process of 

consultation with the National Movements in the African Region 

which was held through a series of virtual (zoom) webinars that led 

to the nomination of two potential candidates to fill in the vacancy. 

These candidates were Ms Prisca KOFFI from JEC Côte d’Ivoire and 

Ms Sophie from JEC Madagascar. The IYCS International Secretariat 

on behalf of the International Committee coordinated virtual 

interview sessions between the candidates, National Movements in 

the region, and the advisory board in collaboration with the Africa 

Regional Coordination in Nairobi. Virtual/online elections were 

conducted and Ms Prisca KOFFI successfully elected to take up the 

leadership role as one of the Pan African Regional Coordinator (Francophone) in Nairobi effective January 

2021 to 2023.    

 

JECI-MIEC LATIN AMERICA COORDINATION 

Latin American Committee 2020-21 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The IYCS International Secretariat Team 

participated in the virtual sessions of the Latin 

America Regional Committee that were held on 

21st November 2020 and 5th December 2020 

respectively on zoom. The Committee was 

organized to be held in four different sessions 
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and a statutory session. The first session focused 

on the presentation of the National Movement 

reports, where each National Movement shared 

their report of activities carried out during the 

last three (3) years highlighting the 

achievements, challenges, lessons learned and 

recommendations, and plans. The Regional 

Coordinator also presented the Regional 

Coordination report for the last three (3) years. 

This session was very enriching to the 

International Secretariat Team since this was the 

first time we were listening to National 

Movement reports right from the local leaders in 

the different countries in the region. It was a 

great opportunity for us to learn the reality of the 

Movement in Latin America and to appreciate the 

uniqueness of the Movement in the region.   

The second session was held on December 5th, 

2020 based on a reflection on the Encyclical 

Fratelli Tutti through a panel discussion and 

subsequent work in groups. The participants 

were then divided into four (4) breakout rooms, 

where International Teams of IYCS, IMCS, and 

ICMICA met in a separate breakout room to 

brainstorm on some of the challenges faced in 

the mission today and how members and leaders 

at different levels are dealing with those 

challenges in other regions. This was a great 

opportunity for the International Teams to share 

experiences from other regions with the 

members in Latin America as feedback from the 

breakout room was presented during the joint 

session of the committee. The following 

recommendations were made to the regional 

coordination: 

● Find new forms of financing.  

● Go ahead with the Latin American Historical Archive Digitization Project.  

● Restore contacts in countries where the movement is currently dormant or 

not present anymore. 

 

The remaining sessions were scheduled to be held later in 2021 as follows: 

1. Third Session: History about Movement in Latin America Jan 16, 2021  

2. Fourth session: Current panorama of the Church and lines of action for the 

movements Feb 06, 2021  

3. Fifth session: Statutory session and the election of a new team, date to be 

defined 

 

JECI-MIEC MIDDLE EAST COORDINATION 

Regional Secretariat  

An effort is underway to establish a physical 

regional secretariat for the Middle East 

Coordination that has for a long time been 

coordinated virtually in the country of residence 

of the serving Regional Coordinator. On the 

3rd of December, the IYCS Team organized a 

consultative meeting with the Regional 

Coordinator Ms Sara Hany and National 

Coordinators from Egypt, Syria, Palestine, 

Lebanon, and Jordan to brainstorm on the 

strategies to set up the secretariat in the 

region. At the end of the session, two 

proposals were reached to either have the 

Regional Secretariat in Jordan or Lebanon. 

The National Leaders of the two movements were 

tasked to make consultations in their countries 

regarding the legal procedures and requirements 
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of registering an organization like IYCS in the 

country and report back to the Team. 
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YCS China 

On January 16-22, 2020 following the admission of YCS China as a full member, the regional coordinator Ms Shao 

Chieh Hsu made a courtesy visit to the YCS group in Mandarin. During the visit, Ms Shao Chieh discussed with the local 

team the future development of the YCS in the Mandarin region. 

JEC Palestine 

On the 5th of June 2019, JEC Palestine sent a letter requesting for disaffiliation from full membership to IYCS. The 

request was addressed at the 16th World Council in September 2019 in Abuja, where it was resolved that the 

International Team discuss with JEC Palestine. Therefore, after a long discussion with the Leadership and stakeholders 

in Palestine, the International Team reached an agreement with JEC Palestine' to be categorized from a full member 

to a Collaborator Movement. The International Secretariat Team on 14th December, 2020 notified the Latin Patriarch of 

Jerusalem His Beatitude Pierbattista Pizzaballa of the proceedings in response to his letter to IYCS in support of the 

request by JEC Palestine. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
49 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IYCS CONTRIBUTION TO THE DECADE OF 

ACTION (AGENDA 2030 FOR 

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT) 
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During the year 2020, the initiatives, activities, and partnerships accomplished by IYCS contributed to the 

achievement of the Decade of Action, the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development as highlighted below: 

 

Sustainable Development Goals IYCS Initiatives, Activities and Partnerships 

 1. IYCS Global COVID-19 Response 
2. CovidUnder19 Initiative 
3. From crisis to conversion: An invitation to a more 

humane world (statement). 
4. IYCS Policy for the protection of minors and vulnerable 

adults 

 1. National YCS Accompaniment (promotion of safe 
learning environment) 

2. IYCS Africa Regional Webinar on the theme: ‘The 
student’s viewpoint to online learning amidst COVID-19 
Pandemic’ 

 1. UNESCO NGO Liaison Committee report on Inequalities 
under the theme: "Challenging inequalities to build a 
just and a peaceful society".  

2. UNESCO - ICNGOs Assembly on the theme: “Envisioning 
a better and sustainable future: a new paradigm for 
civil society”.  

 
 

1. Promotion of Laudato Si and Ecological Citizenship 
2. Season of Creation ‘Jubilee for the Earth’ 

 

 1. Global Caucus for Youth in Faith Roll Out 
2. Promotion of Human Fraternity for World Peace and 

living together  
3. Peace Education 
4. Webinar on the theme: “Promoting Global Solidarity and 

Taking Local Actions for a Peaceful, Just and 
Sustainable World”.  

 1. U Report Global Platform Roll Out 
2. Alliance for Child Protection in Humanitarian Action 
3. International Youth Day: "Youth Engagement for Global 

Action" 

4. VENRO Africa-Europe Youth Project 
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CONCLUSION  
 

2020 was a very challenging year due to the restrictions and health crisis posed by the COVID-19 pandemic. 

However, with the unrelenting support from our National Movements, Regional Coordinations and the 

collaboration from our strategic and project partners (CCFD-Terre Solidaire, Fastenopfer, and UNICEF), IYCS 

has lived to its mission and partially achieved its objectives in 2020. 

During the reporting period coupled with the National and Regional Initiatives that we supported either 

directly or indirectly, IYCS officially launched the road map to its 75th Anniversary of the Internationality of 

the Movement since the creation of the International Coordination Secretariat in Paris France in 1946. We 

also successfully organized a virtual celebration, a first of its kind for the IYCS World Day and the 74th IYCS 

Anniversary on the 13th November 2020.  IYCS also launched the IYCS Global COVID-19 Response Plan and 

trained several YCS Leaders to empower them to adapt to the new realities and ensure continuity of service 

delivery. 

Externally, IYCS strengthened its presence and contribution to processes and initiatives within the Catholic 

Church, interfaith networks, international coordination of NGOs, and intergovernmental spaces such as the 

United Nations System, thus fostering IYCS Civic Engagements and Advocacy for Human Rights and 

Meaningful Youth engagement. We also advanced our interfaith and intercultural collaboration by leading 

the process of launching a Global Caucus for Youth in Faith within the framework of the Major Group for 

Children and Youth at the United Nations where IYCS is the Global Focal Point. In May 2020, the IYCS also 

successfully submitted its reapplication for the ECOSOC Consultative Status that was withdrawn in 2016. 

In addition to the challenges posed by the COVID-19 pandemic in 2020, IYCS also experienced a challenge 

in our Regional Coordination resulting from the resignation of some Coordination Team members and a 

drastic decrease in funding from external partners. Despite all these challenges the IYCS Team capitalized 

on the available resources and harnessed the positive use of social media to run and sustain our on-going 

formation programmes, actions, representations, and partnership engagements. 

With gratitude to all our partners and collaborators who supported us in 2020, we look forward to 

strengthening our collaboration in 2021 as we take action to mitigate climate change, promote sustainable 

development and build a peaceful and just world. 
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Appendix I: IYCS 2020 Provisional Financial Report 

2020 Expenses of IYCS International Secretariat 

No. Expenditure item Amount spent in €  Amount budgeted in € % 

1 Elected staff indemnities 24,277.42 36,680.00 66 

2 Transition and Induction Costs 7,507.20 14,000.00 54 

3 Hired Staff Salaries and Social Charges 22,855.70 33,246.72 69 

4 Rent and Utilities Costs 16,000.40 14,148.87 113 

5 Owned Property Costs 35,014.90 31,345.51 112 

  Owned Property Income tax 10,969.00 9,461.00 116 

6 Communication Costs 2,580.15 3,200.00 81 

7 Insurances Costs 3,704.49 2,950.80 126 

8 Financial Services 1,929.82 1,960.00 98 

9 Stationery and Supplies 803.48 800.00 100 

10 Travel and Representation 942.25 8,283.33 11 

11 Provisions and Other Costs 1,840.00 1,224.85 150 

12 Project related expenses 6,429.00 556,800.00 1 

  Total Expenses 134,853.81 714,101.08 19 

2020 Revenue of IYCS International Secretariat 

No. Income item Amount received in €  Amount expected in € % 

1 Rent from Owned Properties 64,648.14 57,190.08 113 

2 Membership Fees 2,670.00 3,000.00 89 

3 CCFD- Terre Solidaire 23,500.00 35,000.00 67 

4 Fastenopfer - Careme Suisse 14,165.64 22,500.00 63 

5 Papal Foundation and other partners 0.00 39,611.00 0 

6 Donations and other income 3,208.18 0.00 - 

7 
Project Related Income (UNICEF: U-Report 

Global Partnership) 6,189.00 556,800.00 1 

8 
Government Support (COVID-19: Activité 

Partielle) 8,624.08 0.00 - 

9 Income from Savings Account 10,200.00 0.00 - 

  Total Income 133,205.04 714,101.08 18.7 

  Deficit  1,648.77 - - 



 
54 

Appendix II: Season of Creation Reflection 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Dear Friends, 

The Holy Father Pope Francis’ Encyclical letter “on care for our common home”, Laudato Si is addressed to 

"every person living on this planet inviting them to enter into dialogue with all people about "our common 

home". The encyclical addresses the contentious subject of climate change in the light of the Social Doctrine 

of the Church. Pope Francis gives the human roots of the ecological crisis and sees humanity to be at the 

Centre of this crisis. It opens us to a personal confrontation with what humanity has done to our common 

home and to come to reflect and judge ourselves so that we can own our present scenario for 

transformative action. 

Pope Francis uses a methodology of critical reflection on his historical praxis. He uses the method of SEE, 

JUDGE, and ACT. The encyclical opens for us an opportunity to look at and SEE the situation of our planet. 

As young people, we are invited to analyse this situation in the light of faith and reason guided by the word 

of God. This calls for dialogue and action, which will involve individuals and affect International policies. To 

arrive at this, there will be a need for deliberate motivation and a process of education found in the treasure 

of Christian spiritual experience. The Papal encyclical reviews several aspects of the present ecological 

crisis. It presents the most recent scientific findings on the ecological environment including pollution and 

climate change, water, loss of biodiversity, the decline of quality of human life, global inequality, and weak 

responses by stakeholders despite all this and then finally explores a variety of opinions prevalent today. 

The environment is constantly being degraded, making it less sustainable for God's creation by the day. 

Cases of fighting over resources are increasing, so are health problems such as respiratory infections, 

malaria, and other diseases associated with pollution and global warming, and global pandemics like the 

current COVID-19. It does not end there, farm yields are poor and making people poorer; increase in scale 

and frequency of natural disasters; youth unemployment. This is a reality with harsh consequences on 

human life and calls for immediate actions at all levels. 

While a bigger percentage of YOUNG PEOPLE are recognized as very religious, and many recognize the 

value of prayer whenever there are conflicts, droughts, floods, and other disasters caused by human 

activities on the environment and climate change, we are invited to accompany such prayers with actions 

guided by the HISTORICAL PRAXIS of SEE, JUDGE, and ACT as implored by the Holy Father in Laudato Si. 

Therefore, IYCS International Team invites YCS Leaders at all levels to mobilize their members and 

followers to actively participate in ‘Protecting our Common Home’ through establishing environment actors 

and clubs in schools and societies to promote and advocate for actions and policies that promote the 

adaptation of mitigation strategies.  

Thank you and wish you all a wonderful 2020 Season of Creation!  
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APPENDIX III: MIACS DECLARATION 
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APPENDIX IV: AMAZONIA DECLARATION 
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APPENDIX V: 10- POINT PLAN 
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IYCS JECI 

International Secretariat 

7 impasse Reille 

75014 Paris, France 

Email: mail@iycs-jeci.org 

Web site : www.iycs-jeci.org 
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