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INTRODUCTION 

 

The IYCS have continued to prioritize the integral development of the human person and have 

provided through the various programs we organize, an avenue for young people to be better 

developed and have their skills enhanced to tackle the reality of their everyday life. This is 

intended to bring about personal transformation of the students in order for them to champion the 

course of change and development within their community. 

Through our advocacy effort, we are promoting and putting before the various agencies of 

government the need for access to holistic quality education for life worldwide. This is one of the 

trust of our Global Campaign 2015 – 2019; “Protecting our Common Home”.  

In addition, we are also promoting actions to reduce Global Warming, transform conflicts and 

achieve peace building through young students’ contribution. We and our Movements around the 

world have and continue to organize sensitization workshops and formation sessions and have 

made some campaign videos and ads, encouraging ecological lifestyles. 

We are motivated by our motto “Preferential Option for the poor” to act in defense of the poor 

and needy reaching out to them in the peripheries with the act of love and in turn re-echoing their 

cries to the appropriate quarters through our advocacy efforts  .  

These and many more we are doing at the International Secretariat level, but much more is been 

implemented at the grassroots by the different National Movements for the purpose of 

Christianizing oneself and others and by so doing, make the world a better place for all to dwell 

in peace and harmony with one another and with nature. 

We are determined to affirm our role even more in this task of personal and social transformation 

and continue in our effort to “glocalized” the actions and initiatives of our local Movement (i.e 

bringing global perspective into looking at their local reality) through global formation sessions 

and exchange of relevant information. 

We thank you our partners for reposing in us this great confidence and trust to champion this 

course of transforming students milieu for the attainment of a sustainably developed world. 

With our most esteemed regards and best wishes, 

IYCS International Team (2015 – 2019) 

 
 
Richard Francis, APEH             Rev. Fr. Charles MENEZES 
Secretary General              International Chaplain 
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I. THE PRESENCE OF IYCS IN THE WORLD TODAY 

 

Present in 86 countries of the world, IYCS continues in its response to Christ’s call “..Go out into 
the whole world and proclaim the Goodnews” (Cf. Matt. 28:19) by expanding and extending its 
impact to new territories. 

 

Map of IYCS presence 

New contacts are currently being explored in Poland, Brazil, Argentina and some parts of USA. 
We hope to continue in faithful engagement to the service of the Church by increasing 
International YCS leadership in the New Evangelization and improve our commitment in roles 
for the splendour of the Kingdom of God. 

See list of Countries in Annex. 

 

II. IYCS GLOBAL CAMPAIGN 2015 – 2019 
 

 At its World Council held from July 22nd – August 3rd, 2015 in Taygaytay City, Philippines, the 

IYCS adopted a four year Plan of Action 2015 – 2019 focusing on five main domains; Global 

Campaign, Students Leadership Training, Review of Life Methodology, International Solidarity 

and Organizational Sustainability  

IYCS, in solidarity with the whole Church and the world itself, had committed itself to the urgent 
task of the promotion of the healing and protection of the Earth/environment. We encourage 
individual or personal initiatives but we strive to bring the efforts and endeavors of the youth 
into communal act so as to achieve better results and to synergize the energies of the youth for 
such purpose.  
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Through the Global Campaign; “Protecting our Common Home”, we have initiated and 
implemented lot of actions to help us achieve this purpose. The Global Campaign whose 
objectives are to; achieve the reduction of Global Warming; grant access to holistic quality 
education for life worldwide and transform conflicts and achieve peace building by young 
students' contributions has  enabled us to mobilize and galvanize young students all over the 
world towards the implementation of Laudato Si; the Holy Father’s encyclical on integral 
ecology and encourage them to develop personal and group action towards addressing the 
issues identified in the Campaign objectives which have direct consequences on students and 
indeed the whole of humanity. 
 
CAPACITY BUILDING 

We continue to search for ways of bringing youth leaders for training and sessions so that they 
may in turn pass on their learning to other young people in the different parts of the world and 
to do this, we strengthened the capacity of IYCS leaders around the world towards the 
implementation of the Global Campaign objectives. 
 
From the 6th – 15th of August 2016, we organized a Global Campaign Training session in Madrid 
Spain bringing together the regional Coordinators from (Africa, Europe, Latin America and the 
Middle East), representative of National 
Movements in the International 
Committee (namely Rwanda, Peru, 
Germany, France, Ethiopia etc), the six 
International Commissions represented by 
(YCS/YSM India, JEC Cote d’Ivoire, MSAC 
Italy, YCS Nigeria, JEC Cameroon and YCS 
South Korea) and the members of the 
International Advisory Board. During this 
session, participants were trained on the 
various aspects of the IYCS Global 
Campaign namely’ Environment, 
Education, Peace and Conflict Resolution 
and how to develop National and Regional 
campaigns focusing on the local reality(s).  
 
As part of the effort to encourage a zero or no cost campaign, participants developed some 
campaign videos using their smart phones and other readily available resources, some of the 
videos can be seen on website http://iycs-jeci.org/iycs-global-campaign-2015-2019/ or through 
the youtube, link : https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lEhgL8Uy--E 
 
Many National Movements have since developed their own National activities to create 
awareness and strengthen collective actions towards building a healthier and peaceful society. 
Some examples of such initiatives are reported below; 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lEhgL8Uy--E
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1. JEC Rwanda 

 
Within the framework of the Global Campaign, JEC Rwanda did organized a National Camp from 
27th to 29th December 2016 at Gikondo, Kigali, Rwanda under the theme: “Caring for our 
Common Home “The Earth” Students give contribution to protect the environment and build our 
faith - our future towards sustainable development”. 
 

The session addressed in detail, the 
Holy Father Pope Francis’ Encyclical 
letter “on care for our common 
home “Laudato Si” calling on all 
participants at the camp to be the 
best teacher to everyone living on 
this planet inviting them to enter 
into dialogue with all people about 
“our common home” and calling all 
people of all age and class to 
actively participate in the “Care for 
our Common Home. 
 
There were also discussions on 

other 3 important topics: God’s plan for Creation and the Role of humanity, Holistic Quality 
Education and the future of JEC/YCS RWANDA. 
 
The facilitator discussed God’s plan for Creation 
according to the Genesis 1:28 account of creation 
and encouraged YCS members to accompany their 
prayers with actions guided by the methodology of 
See, Judge, Act in order to live in harmony with God’s 
creation. 
 
The camp was officially closed by tree planting 
exercise launched by Odongo Innocent, the Pan 
African Coordinator and IZABAYO Jean Claude the 
National President JEC Rwanda. 
         

 
 
 
 

2. YCS Africa in Guinea Conakry 
 

L-R Innocent Odongo (IYCS African Coordinator) & Jean 

Claude, YCS Rwanda 
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The African regional coordination as part of the IYCS Laudato si campaign, organized a sub-
regional training session for English and French Speaking West African Countries bringing 
together students from twelve (12) African Countries namely; The Gambia, Togo, Nigeria, Mali, 
Sierra Leone, Senegal, Liberia, Niger, Guinea Conakry, Benin, Burkina Faso and Cote D’Ivoire. 
This session took place at the centre of the Catholic Organization for the Promotion of Humanity 
(OCPA) in Lambanyi (Conakry) from the 4th to 10th of December, 2016 under the theme; 
“Protecting our Common Home; African Students in Action” with the primary objective of 
equipping students with skills and providing them the platform to take action to protect 
creation and transform their living environment in to the light of the Gospel by restoring the 
value and welfare of humanity through their contribution in the protection of the environment. 
 
The students identified some major 
environmental problems affecting 
our planet especially in Africa such 
as Soil degradation, Pollution, 
Drought, Flooding, Climate Change, 
Proliferation of Plastic Waste etc 
and acknowledging its serious 
negative implication for the whole 
of humanity, they reflected on the 
call of the Holy Father in his 
encyclical “Laudato Si” on the 
urgent need for a new dialogue on 
how we can build the future of the 
planet. The session also 
emphasized the need for a conversion that unites us all, because the environmental challenge 
we are facing and our human roots concern both present and future generations (Laudato Si 
14). 

 
They also acknowledged that human activity of subduing 
the earth over time which are increasingly greed driven 
has become an increased injustice towards human 
beings themselves and others creations hence 
threatening the sustainability of creation and destroying 
the good that God saw when he created the universe 
and that irrespective of age and gender, we all suffer the 
negative consequences of these human action.  
 
They time to analyze various conventions related to the 
protection of the environment, in particular the 
resolution of COP 21 and 22 calling on the countries of 
the world for solidarity action on the emission of 
greenhouse.  
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The participants expressed their conviction about the role of the Church and by extension, the 
YCS in promoting the principles of sustainable development and in her commitment to work for 
the preservation of the environment which they expressed through Tree planting and 
Environmental awareness walk in the city of Conakry as well as developing elaborated Country 
Action plan for the protection of the environment. 
 

3. YCS Zimbabwe 
 

The Zimbabwean Nation Team of YCS from 

the 23rd to the 25th of September 2016 

held a two day training session at Regina 

Mundi high School; in Gweru gathering 

over 60 students and animators, first with 

the aim of equipping them with skills and 

knowledge about the YCS Review of Life 

methodology and how to apply it in their 

various activities and meetings and on 

how their actions and contribution at local 

level can fits into the global sustainable 

development agenda.  

As part of the Movement’s commitment to the IYCS global campaign, “Protecting our Common 

Home”, the students were trained on the global campaign relating it to the Papal encyclical 

“Laudato Si”. The session opened up the students understanding of their role in the campaign 

and evoked a lot of excitement amongst them to take actions starting at individual level. The 

students committed themselves at individual level to: 

 get involved,  

 get more information, 

 reduce waste,  

 reduce their carbon footprint, 

 talk about it  with their friends and Family and  

 Pray about our common home. 

And as a group, they committed to: 

 Create awareness on the need to care for our common home- writing articles, creating 

songs and posters; 

 Participate in local activities / events that are promoting action against climate change 

and all activities that promote the protection of the common home; 

 Challenge leaders on issues of climate change and care for our common home; 
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 Pay attention to discussion/legislation that concern climate change;  

 Start initiatives at school that promote the care for the common home and 

 Praying for the common home. 

 

4. SCA Philippines 
 
The SCA Earthkeepers’ Summit 
was SCA’s way of celebrating its 
80th anniversary. It was a 
moment not only to remember 
what the Student Catholic 
Action of Philippines has done, 
but to seek what they can still 
do, with other partners, in 
response to the call of 
“Protecting Our Common 
Home.” 
  
The Summit began with an 
exposure to various situations 
that different communities are 
facing due to the rapid rate at which climate is changing and the abuses done in nature. It was 
then followed with inputs from various experts in studying and reflecting on what is going on 
with our Common Home. The inputs from the exposure and talks were then reflected upon by 
the participants who underwent workshops to know how to push through the environmental 
campaign in various ways possible and their outputs were showcased afterwards. 
  
It was a wonderful process because it guided the participants from seeing the problem in its 
entirety, evaluating the present factors as they favour or go against the protection of our 
common home, and proposing action to address the situation. The workshops also empowered 
the participants with the skills that they need to further develop better approaches in spreading 
the campaign about environment and in approaching the problem in different angles. 
 
Here are testimonies of some of the participants: 
 

“During the summit, I realized that protecting our Common Home requires a 
personal commitment to change, but in order to do that, we must be able to spread 
the need to change, resist big changes that harm the environment, and make sure 
that people know the essence of why we do things. To really succeed, I believe that 
gradual understanding of what’s going on and a group decision to change based on 
personal commitments is necessary to accomplish the goal of having a cleaner and 
greener future ahead of us. This is hard, but this is one of those thorns worth 
grasping to reach the well-deserved rose”. Steven Segura SCA Philippines  
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“I was depressed upon knowing that our Mother Earth is slowly dying due to our 
irresponsible actions. I was guilty enough because I am aware; I also contributed to 
the different factors which caused our Mother Earth’s downfall. I am challenged to 
change my reckless actions. I realized that even a simple action like abusing the 
usage of paper could create an impact on our environment. As an SCA leader, I can 
share these insights I’ve gained in the conference by telling and spreading 
awareness among my community. Taking an immediate response is important. I and 
my companions made an action plan towards this situation. We planned to conduct 
a workshop or program that may help in maintaining a healthy environment. It will 
be a program that will educate the importance of 3R’s namely, Reduce, Reuse and 
Recycle including maintaining a clean environment. We also plan to enhance the 
system in the implementation of CLAYGO (Clear as You Go) policy in our school since 
it was ignored once in a while. We will encourage other youth to be part of these 
activities to be fruitful.” 

Bea Marie Ganarias, SCA member from University of Negros Occidental-Recoletos 

 
5. YCS Australia 

 

YCS Australia has also been very much 
involved in the climate justice campaign 
and has organized several training 
sessions in the different YCS groups and 
Dioceses to build capacity of members 
to act. One of such is the recent Judge 
Climate Justice Camp organized by the 
Townsville YCS for teenagers from Ryan 
Catholic College, St. Patrick’s College 
Townsville, St. Margaret Mary’s College 
and the combined Parish groups to 
review the National Campaign to 
produce some fantastic personal and 
collective action plans for the 
Townsville YCSers 
 

During one of the training camps, 
Students from Adelaide and Port Pirie 
Dios came up with an action plan to 
create hampers to support people that 
are affected by climate change.  
 
 
 

Some participants at the Townsvile Climate 
camp  
 

YCS Australia Climate Justice Training 
Climate camp  
 

Some participants at the Townsvile Climate 
camp  
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6. YCS Kenya 
 

YCS Kenya wanting to contribute her bit in the 

protection of our Common Home; the Earth 

took to the street in the suburb of Nairobi on 

the 8th of October, 2016 to clean up the 

environment, create awareness on waste 

management and on sustainable and ethical 

lifestyles and to plant trees to reduce the effect 

of carbon footprint in their country.  

 

III.  ACCOMPANYING REGIONAL AND NATIONAL COORDINATION 
 

We have continued to strengthen our accompaniment of regional and National Movements 

through visits and participation in events and most importantly to ensure the application of the 

Review of life methodology at all levels of the YCS movement. 

A. African Council Rwanda 
 

The international Secretariat Team represented by both the outgoing and incoming Secretary 

Generals Nuno Wemans and Richard Apeh respectively participated as trainers to the IYCS 

Africa Study Session/Council meeting held in Kigali Rwanda with participants from 20 from IYCS 

Africa member countries. Aside from facilitating the training sessions and workshops, it also 

gave us time for the old and new secretary General to have personal interactions with YCSers 

from different African Countries and to understand the reality o f the Movement in their various 

countries.  

During this session, YCS Rwanda was elected as the representative of the African National 

Movements to the IYCS International Committee. The Council also elected, Innocent Odongo of 

YCS Uganda and Agathe Sagne Mossagne. of JEC Senegal as IYCS Africa Regional Coordinators. 

B. Asia Council 
 

On the 2nd and 3rd of August 2015, Richard Apeh participated in the Study Session/Council 

meeting of IYCS Asia in Tagaytay, Philippines. During this session, the Movements in Asia 

accessed the progress of the Asian coordination and proposed new ways of addressing the 

regional challenges faced by the Movement. They also reiterated their commitment to 
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strengthen their collaboration with Regional and International Coordination. Aside electing a 

New Regional Coordinator; Bosco Tri Pham from YCS Vietnam, they also elected three National 

Movements namely SCA Philippines, YCS China and YCS Sri Lanka to support the Asian 

Coordination Team in the discharge of the duties. 

As a result of the administrative difficulties 

faced by the newly elected coordinator, the 

International Secretariat took up the task 

of accompanying the Asian Coordinator 

through regular bi weekly meetings and 

trainings, he however could not cope with 

hardship due non availability of fund and 

high cost of living in the Philippines thereby 

tendering his resignation as regional 

coordinator in December 2016. The 

International secretariat therefore became 

saddled with the total responsibility of 

managing affairs of the regional coordination including communication and other internal 

administrative task of the Asia coordination. To assist in this task, after due consultation with 

the regional chaplain, advisor and Asian team members, we did appointed one Steven Segura 

Nelson of SCA Philippines as regional communication focal point for Asia pending when a more 

permanent solution is decided by the Asian National Movements  

We are currently planning a regional training session and strategic meeting for all the Asian 

National Movements in the Philippines from the 13th – 19th of March 2017 which we hope will 

create a platform for the National Movements to reflect and find a lasting solution to the Asian 

coordination challenges. 

C. European Congress 
 

From 10th – 18th September, 2016, Fr. Charles 

Menezes; IYCS International Chaplain took part 

in the JECI-MIEC European Congress held at St. 

Joseph’s Monastery, Celje, Slovenia with Nine of 

the thirteen European JECI-MIEC National 

Movements represented. Aside giving inputs to 

their various sessions and discussion groups and 

presenting the international perspective of the 

Movement, Fr. Charles was present to give 



Protecting our Common Home | ACCOMPANYING REGIONAL AND NATIONAL COORDINATION 13 

 

opportunity to the participants to begin their day with the Lord through the celebration of the 

Holy Eucharist every morning. During this session, the team developed and adopted an 

Orientation Guideline for the European Team with a strong emphasis on upholding the Catholic 

Identity and values of the JECI-MIEC Movement. 

D. MSAC Italy 
 

On the 30th of September – 1 of October, 

Richard visited the YCS Movement in Italy 

(Movimento Studenti d’Azione Cattolica, 

MSAC) during which he had a meeting with 

the National Team of MSAC Italy. Present at 

the meeting were the National Chaplain, 

National Secretaries and the Regional 

coordinators 

The meeting offered us the opportunity to 

share with the National Team the life of the Movement Internationally and to present to them 

the plan of Action/Global Campaign of IYCS and in turn listen to the different Actions that is 

being implemented by MSAC Italy. 

It was also an opportunity to remind 

the National Movement of their 

responsibility towards the 

International YCS especially as it 

relates to their duties as chair of the 

IYCS International Commission for 

Finance. 

Participants at the meeting, some of 

which were hearing about the 

Internationality of the Movement for 

the first time, were very happy to learn that they are connected through this Movement with 

other likeminded youths in other parts of the world 

One of the participants shared this on the facebook page of Movimento Studenti Azione 

Cattolica.  After the meeting: 

“Feeling in the family has never been so beautiful, Richard taught us that! 

the IYCS is an international organization that puts you in touch with the Catholic 

student movements all over the world.” 

https://www.facebook.com/movimentostudentiAC/?hc_ref=PAGES_TIMELINE
https://www.facebook.com/movimentostudentiAC/?hc_ref=PAGES_TIMELINE
https://www.facebook.com/IYCSJECI/
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E. YCS/YSM India 
 

Fr. Charles Menezes participated 

in the Golden Jubilee celebration 

of YCS/YSM india (1966 – 2016) 

on the 16th of January, 2016 in 

New Dehli, India. The 

celebrations started with the 

Holy Eucharist celebrated by 

Most Rev. Anil Couto, Archbishop 

of Delhi and concelebrated by 

other priests from Delhi and 

other parts of the Country during 

which some of the National leaders of YCS shared their experiences. The event which featured 

lots of cultural and stage performances from YCS members also had so many prominent 

personalities from India in attendance.  

The Archbishop while unveiling the book of fifty testimonies by the YCSers said “YCS Movement 

itself stands out in the service of humanity and that is the greatest testimony”.  He 

congratulated the students and also wished them success in their academic pursuit. Currently, 

the Movement has over 1.5 lakh student members and more than 2000 dedicated Animators, 

youth workers spread out in 14 regions. 

F. JE C France 
 

We have participated in the various National 

activities of JEC France throughout 2016 and on a 

more regularly basis on the JEC Paris group since 

we are based in Paris. 

During this year we participated in the JEC France 

National Council and in the summer camp activities 

held in Paris and in Breves respectively during 

which we participated in the development of the 

Strategic Action Plan of JEC France; “Quel monde pour demain” (What world for tomorrow).  

We also participated in the review of the JEC France Statutes where the question of who we are 

and what we do where strongly debated and as to whether “relying on the Gospel as the basis 

for our work as JEC” should be included in the statutes since they even welcome non believers 
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in the association? This was exhaustively discussed and agreed that the identity of JEC shall take 

into account Christian/gospel and humanistic values with openness to all who share a vision for 

a just, equitable and united society, where each one acquires a real awareness of the other and 

his place in society. 

 

During the National Council of JEC France, Fr. Charles, the International Chaplain was also 

available to offer the Eucharistic celebration for the participants. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

G. Zimbabwe – Video Conference 
 

While we try to make physical contacts and visits to National Movements, where it is not 

possible for lack of resources, we also improvise through video conferencing and goodwill 

messages. This was the case with YCS Zimbabwe during the National Training session held from 

the 23rd to 25th of September, 2016. IYCS Secretary General held an interactive session with the 

participants at the training session on the challenges they faced in their respective milieu and 

how to apply the review of life methodology in overcoming such challenges. 

He introduced the global perspective of the YCS Movement, challenging the participants to 

think globally while acting locally and encouraging them to take active roles in the global 

campaign of IYCS which seeks to achieve a better world for all of us. 

H. IYCS WORLD DAY 2016 
 
At the 2015 World Council of the IYCS, apart from defining the thematic focus of the Movement 
for the next four years and electing its leaders and working commissions, the Movement also 
reflected and chose 13th November as its International Day.  
 
This is aimed at rallying the million of IYCS members around the world to celebrate and be 
united in one common solidarity action to commemorate the Internationality and oneness of 
our Movement.  
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This year 2016, to commemorate the second edition of the IYCS World day, we launched a 

#IYCS4Syria action day calling on IYCS groups and members around the world to be in solidarity 

with young people in Syria and all war ton zones. Different events such as prayer gathering, 

solidarity walk, posters and picture campaign calling for peace in Syria and other war affected 

areas were implemented by different YCS Movements around the world. (Cf. Annex 1 for some 

of the Tweets).  

Our Syrian Movement have expressed great joy and appreciation for this love and affection 

shown to them. 

IV. PUBLICATION AND COMMUNICATION 
 

The main target for the IYCS International secretariat is to continue to build mechanisms for a 

more effective communication between the different levels of YCS, to enable us to associate the 

actions and work in the local communities/realities with our international advocacy and training 

work. This is crucial because it makes us a credible Movement, that is structured bottom-up, 

where ideas, projects and representations made at the International level are directly and solely 

connected to the National Movements' process of Review of Life and consequent actions. 

We have continued therefore to 

maintain regular contacts with the 

Regional Coordination and National 

Movements through various means 

(Email, Facebook, skype, whatsapp, 

twitter,phone etc) and in some cases 

through personal contacts with IYCS 

members. And as prescribed by the 

plan of Action, we organized at least 

every three month, online meetings 

with the International Team members 

and where possible with the 

International Committee members to 

access the progress of the implementation of the plan of action. 

A. New Website 
 

To boost our public presence and better position ourselves to reach our millions of audience 

around the world, we redesigned and improved our website (www.iycs-jeci.org) to incorporate 

new contents and capabilities such as online forums, training kits and a lot more. We have 

 

http://www.iycs-jeci.org/
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included an automatic language translation features so that visitors to the site can access 

information in their language of choice.  

We are also publishing on a regular basis through our News blog, update on the activities of the 

International Secretariat and the different National movements  

In addition to that, we are exploring and advancing the use of the social Medias. We have 

developed and are still developing campaign videos which we upload on our youtube and 

facebook accounts which reach thousands of young people all over the world.  

 

B. IYCS Connection 
 

We re-launched the IYCS newsletter; Connections 

which was put on hold due to finance and are now 

sending regular online version of the newsletter 

pending when we secure appropriate funding to 

begin to produce printed copies. However, the 

printed copies will only be to serve those who 

cannot be reached through the online medium due 

to non availability of connectivity as we are an 

environmentally conscious organization hence 

promoting and reducing the use of paper. 

 

 

C. Theological Reflection  
 

As a way of reaching out to the larger world with 

the message of Christ, IYCS through the office of the 

International Chaplain sends out theological 

reflections every month on topical issues that has 

direct consequence on the realities of students and 

those who accompany them, this has received so 

many positive feedback which we intend to build 

upon in the coming year. The reflections are also 

published on our website. 
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V. ENGAGEMENT WITH THE INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTIONS 
 

A. COLLABORATION WITH UNITED NATIONS BODIES 
 

In the apostolate work of IYCS, there are topics that are important in our agenda. It comes to 

topics which have direct consequence in the life of pupils and students. That is why, in the 

image of the international community, we have actively participated in the process of reflection 

and decision of the Post 2015 Agenda for Development and, now that it is adopted by the 

United Nations (UN), we are engaging actively in the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)’ 

promotion and implementation. The Global Campaign 2015-2019: “Protecting our Common 

Home” comes from this commitment. The global campaign has mobilized our national 

movements in different thematic areas such as the promotion of Access to holistic quality 

education, the promotion of peace and conflict resolution in school and academic milieus, the 

preservation of environment, good governance, solidarity actions, and fraternity. 

In terms of Consultative status with UN bodies, we have both good news and not so good news 

The good news is that we have continued to maintain our consultative status with the United 

Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) and gained new 

accreditation status to the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) as 

a Civil Society Organization member. 

On the other hand, due to our inability to participate and subsequently update council on our 

Quadrennial report as required by the ECOSOC Resolution 1996/31, our special consultative 

status with the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) of the UN has been temporally 

withdrawn, we are however, following all the necessary procedures to get re-instated, this will 

require a more regular presence and participation in the UN processes especially at the UN 

Headquarters in New York. 

 

1. Voice at the UN Geneva:  
 

Our Secretary General, Richard Apeh participated 
at the first session, Forum on Human Rights, 
Democracy, and the Rule of Law -"widening the 
democratic space: the role of youth in public 
decision -making" held at the Palais des Nations 
(United Nations) Geneva where he advocated for 
a stronger youth participation mechanism within 
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the UN systems beginning with Human Rights council. A transcript of his speech can be read on 
our website via the following link http://iycs-jeci.org/iycs-sg-intervention-at-un-hr-forum-
geneva-21-22-november-2016/ 

 

2. Information for All Program IFAP:  
In May 30 – 31, 2016, we participated in the meeting of the Inter-Governmental Council on 

Information for all Program of UNESCO held at the UNESCO Headquarters in Paris. Our 

Participation to this Council was made possible through the Vatican Permanent Observer 

Mission at UNESCO, Msgr. Francesco Follo. During this meeting, IYCS did canvassed and got the 

endorsement of Council for the Inclusion of NGOs and CSOs in the IFAP Program. 

3. COP 22 and ICMYO Meeting:  
In November 10 – 15, 2016 IYCS Secretary General participated at the COP 22 activities in 

Marrakech Morocco and in the sideline of the COP 22 was the International Coordination 

Meeting of Youth Organizations (ICMYO) where IYCS was elected to the taskforce of ICMYO for 

the next mandate. ICMYO is one of the major networks of youth organizations advocating and 

working within the UN systems. 

 

4. UNESCO NGO Peace Forum:  
IYCS participated in the Sixth Forum of NGOs in official partnership with UNESCO on the 

theme “From promoting to building peace with NGOs”, that took place in Querétaro, Mexico 

on 3 and 4 November 2016. IYCS was represented by Johan Sebastien from JEC Colombia who 

presented to the forum IYCS’ work in peace building. 

 

5. 2016 International Conference of NGO:  
 

IYCS participated in the 2016 
International Conference of NGO in 
official partnership with UNESCO held at 
the UNESCO Headquarters from the 12th 
– 14th December, 2016. IYCS was 
represented by Clément Maury, former 
President of the JEC France, Claire 
Barbay Coordinator of the JEC France, Fr. 
Charles Menezes IYCS International 
Chaplain and Richard Apeh IYCS 
secretary General. During this 
conference, IYCS was elected into the 
NGO-UNESCO Liaison Committee for a 

http://iycs-jeci.org/iycs-sg-intervention-at-un-hr-forum-geneva-21-22-november-2016/
http://iycs-jeci.org/iycs-sg-intervention-at-un-hr-forum-geneva-21-22-november-2016/
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two years mandate. 

B. COLLABORATION WITH OTHER CATHOLIC NGOs 
 

We have and continue to develop a closer collaboration with other Catholic Action Movements, 
especially those targeting youth, working on the implementation of a permanent platform 
between the movements who share our Spirituality of Action, in order to have a strong support 
system to each other.  

1. International Catholic Centre for Corporation with UNESCO:  
As members of the International Catholic Centre for Corporation with UNESCO, we participated 
in the meeting of the centre held on 16th of January as part of the preparation for the 70th 
anniversary of the centre and to deliberate on the theme of the anniversary "What world do we 
want to build together?. IYCS was represented by the Secretary General, Richard Apeh. 

2. Catholic Inspired NGOs on Education:  
On the 19th of January 2017, we participated in a meeting of Catholic Inspired NGOs working on 
the theme of Education. This meeting was at the invitation of Msgr. Follo; the Holy See 
Permanent Observer to UNESCO to discuss on topics related to education and also in the 
perspective of the 70th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of human rights in 2018. The 
meeting also reflected on our presence at UNESCO and the associated impact on the work of 
UNESCO and our respective organizations. 

 

3. Specialized Catholic Action Movements:  
 

In April 2016, we, alongside 10 other Specialized Catholic Action Movements met in Rome from 
28th – 30th of April to strengthen our collaboration and to reflect together in order to find 
collective ways to meet the common challenges of today and more over to deepen our analysis 
on the apostolic exhortation of His Holiness Pope Francis “Evangelii Gaudium” through a critical 
reflection on the issues affecting our Movements, the Church and the world. During this 
meeting, we among other decisions, resolved to strengthen the collaboration of the Specialized 
Catholic Action Movements internationally, nationally and at the grassroots and to set 
experiences of such cooperation at the local level in different countries. 

 

4. MIAMSI:  
JEC (YCS) Burkina Faso represented the IYCS at the General Assembly of International 
Movements of Apostolate in the Independent Social Milieus (Mouvement International 
d’Apostolat des Milieux Sociaux Independent), MIAMSI which took place from October 28th to 
November 1st 2016, in Ouagadougou (Burkina Faso).  

The MIAMSI General Assembly and its International Forum was on the theme: "Dialogue, peace 

and reconciliation: families, religion, citizenship, cultures and people in dialogues” and had 

participants from 15 countries representing all the Continents The IYCS representative Bindré 

Roger DAYAMBA, National Secretary of JEC Burkina was warmly received by the organizer and 
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addressed the participants at the closing ceremony on behalf of IYCS. It was a great opportunity 

for exchange, friendship and training for JEC Burkina. 

C. CORPORATION WITH OTHER NGOS 
 

WARP Summit, South Korea: In recognition of IYCS 
long standing efforts in peace building, IYCS Secretary 
General was invited to speak as a panelist at the 
World Alliance of Religion Peace Summit held in 
Seoul, South Korea from 15th – 20th September, 2016 
to share the IYCS experience and offer IYCS position 
on a proposed International Law on Peace and 
Ceasation of War being promoted by the organizer.  

In his speech, he emphasized the need for 
collaboration and corporation among institutions and organizations working for peace. He also 
echoed that the world needs peace now more than ever before hence the need for all to join 
hands in the work for peace. 

In the sideline of the meeting, he met with the Coordinator of YCS South Korea where he also 
sent a video message to all members of YCS Korea reminding them of their role in the 
implementation of the IYCS global campaign. 
 

D. PARTICIPATION AT OTHER INTERNATIONAL FORA 
 

1. IV World Congress on the Pastoral Care of International Students 
 

IYCS through the Secretary General and the National Coordinator of JEC (YCS) Spain participated 
at the Forth World Congress on the Pastoral Care of International Students organized by the 
Pontifical Council for the Pastoral Care of Migrants and Itinerant People in Rome from the 28th 

November – 2nd December, 2016. 

This event brought together over 100 
participants made up of University 
Pastoral teams and International 
students from different countries 
offering us the opportunity to share the 
multicultural and multi-religious 
experiences of the academic community 
thus emphasizing the importance of the 
increasing presence of international 
students in the world both for the 

mission of the Church and for the good of the society.  

The congress also offered us the opportunity to make input on a proposed guideline for the 
Pastoral Care of International Students. 
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During this meeting, we also had opportunity to meet with the Holy Father one on one to share 
our experience and to receive his blessings. 

 

2. Permanent Observation Mission of the Holy See to UNESCO 
 

On the 9th of November 2016, we also participated in 
a Colloquium organized by the Permanent 
Observation Mission of the Holy See to UNESCO on 
"The Earth, Our Common Home: Challenges and 
Hope" in UNESCO headquarters Paris. IYCS had the 
opportunity of projecting a video of IYCS work in the 
promotion and implementation of Laudato Si. You can 
watch this clip on our youtube: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2w3GNBXqt7s  

 

3. Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy in Bogota, Colombia:  
 

Fr. René Pinto; religious advisor, IYCS-IMCS in Latin 

America represented IYCS at the Extra-ordinary 

Jubilee year of Mercy to celebrate the gift of 

mercy in the American continent, in the year of 

the extraordinary jubilee convened by the Pope 

Francis, as a grace and testimony of personal, 

pastoral and missionary conversion in the Church 

and of service to peoples and missions. The event 

was held in Bogota from 27th – 30th of August 2016 

bringing together 347 people including cardinals, 

bishops, archbishops, emeritus, laity, religious, 

consecrated persons and representatives of 

ecclesial institutions, the Vatican and other 

institutions. The need to go to the peripheries and not to remain as a church overturned on 

itself was the hallmark of the discussion. 

The meeting offered the IYCS representative the opportunity to interview the CELAM president 

and present to him the report of IYCS in the Latin American continent and to meet with 

representatives of Adveniat, with whom they talked about the IYCS Latin American project and 

on the project of the future on strengthening the lay movements in Latin America. There were 

also discussion with the partner on strengthening the IYCS pedagogy, the Review of Life Facts 

  Fr. Reno Pinto 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2w3GNBXqt7s
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and the spirituality fruit of the encounter with God that is carried out through the communities 

of secondary and university students. 

 

4. WYD 2016 
 

We participated in the 2016 World 

Youth Day activities in Krakow, Poland 

from the 20th – 30th of July 2016. As part 

of our effort to promote and 

consolidate the culture of encounter, 

respect, mercy and mutual acceptance 

and to increase the capacity of young 

people working on peace building and 

conflict resolution around the world, 

IYCS did organized a workshop at the Youth Festival at the AGH University of Science and Technology 

under the theme of “Mercy and Solidarity; Students Taking Action to Build a Just and Peaceful World” 

bringing together IYCS members from China, Gabon, Nigeria and some volunteers from Poland to 

promote the culture of peace.  

We operated a stand at the vocation centre where we 
met and exchange ideas with young people 
throughout the world youth day celebration. At our 
stand, we opened a PEE here book where young 
people who visited the IYCS stand can share their 
opinion and messages on Peace, Education and 
Environment. 

Our Secretary General, Richard was also a speaker at 
the Job Academy which was an Academy created 
within the vocation centre to address vocation to work 

within chosen career path. His intervention focused on helping young people to change their 
way of thinking and finding ways of adapting to the dynamically and rapidly changing job market  

 

Just before the start of the 2016 World Youth Day in 
Krakow; the IYCS had released a joint statement with her 
IMCS counterpart calling on governments to invest now in 
the sustainable and ethical jobs that this and future 
generations of students and young people will occupy in 
the years to come. A full text of this statement can be 
read on website on the Global Catholic Climate 
Movement website via this link : 
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http://catholicclimatemovement.global/press/students-statement-wyd/ 

 

 

VI. WORKING WITH THE CHURCH 

Visit to the Discasteries 

As it’s the tradition for each successive team in the International Secretariat of IYCS, to visit the 
Vatican Dicasteries to present themselves along with the plan of Action and reports of activities of 
the Movement, the current International Secretariat Team visited the Dicasteries from 25th Sept to 
30th Sept. The process of this visit was initiated on the 19th of July through a letter addressed 
personally to all the Dicasteries of the Roman Curia with proposed program for the consideration 
and approval of their Eminences and Excellences.  

The Dicasteries that were visited include  

i. The Vatican Secretariat of State 
ii. Congregation for Evangelization of Peoples  

iii. Pontifical Council for the Promotion of New Evangelization. 
iv. Pontifical Council for Culture 
v. Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace 

vi. Pontifical Council for Cor Unum 
vii. Pontifical Council for the Pastoral Care of Migrants and Itinerant People 

viii. Pontifical Council for the Promotion of Christian Unity 
ix. Pontifical Council for Health Pastoral Care 
x. Pontifical Council for Catholic Education 

xi. Youth Section, Pontifical Council for Laity 
 
Others visited include Caritas International where we had series of meetings and consultations with 
different officers in charge of various project. This include Msgr. Pierre Cibambo; ecclesiastical 
Assistant who stood in for the President of Caritas International, Alfonso Apicella’ head of global 
campaign and responsible for Caritas Youth platform and Adriana Opromolla; International 
Advocacy Officer on Food Security and Climate Change. 

During the Vatican Dicasteries visit, 
besides having to meet the Presidents, 
Secretaries or high ranking officers of the 
Dicasteries, we also had the opportunity 
of being received by the Holy Father, Pope 
France in General Audience where we 
presented to him the IYCS spirituality 
document as well as conveyed to him, the 
greetings of YCSers all over the world. In 
our delegation was the members of the 
International Secretariat, Gioele Anni, 

http://catholicclimatemovement.global/press/students-statement-wyd/
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National Coordinator of Movimento Studenti di Azione Cattolica (MSAC) Italy and Seminarian 
Mathias Adugba; a YCS member studying at the Pontifical Urbanian College Rome  

Most of the discussion centered on strengthening our collaboration and corporation with the 
Dycasteries especially in areas relating to their specific domain.  

VII. INTERNATIONAL COORDINATION  
 

A. Strengthening the International Commission:  
 

For the first time since 2007, moment when they were created, there was a National Movement 

elected for all of the IYCS International Commissions - Advocacy and Representation; Campaign; 

Extension and Promotion; Finance; Resource and Publication; Theology and Chaplaincy, each of 

which are meant to respond to a certain aspect of the International Movement especially 

relating to the implementation of the Plan of Action. Though most of the commissions are yet to 

live up to their full responsibilities in supporting the International Office, we are reflecting and 

exploring the best ways possible to make the commissions functional  

 

B. New International Advisory Board (IAB):  
 

We have also elected new International Advisory Board to support and provide constant 

accompaniment for the IYCS structures through recommendations and to act as internal 

evaluators for the IYCS. The new board is comprised of; 

Rev. Fr. Paul Zangre Tiga - International Chaplain 2007 – 2015 (Burkina Faso_ 

Nuno Wemans Sasseti  - Secretary General 2013 – 2015 (Portugal) 

Gérard Kabore   - Niger Basin Authority and former IYCS IT member 2007 – 2011 

Elie Ghanem   - Former IT member (Lebanon) 

Loucille Alcala   - IYCS Program Coordinator 2007 – 2011 (Philippines) 

 

C. Program Coordinator:  
 

We currently do not have an elected Program Coordinator as successive process within the last 

one year has not produced a program coordinator due the statutory requirements. A new call 

has been launched and at the same time, the International Team and the advisory Board are 

reflecting on the possible solution, hopefully, we will have one soon or an alternative solution as 

the task of the International Secretariat is quite huge for one elected official and a chaplain.  



Protecting our Common Home | CONCLUSION 26 

 

 

CONCLUSION 
 

The 2016 has been an eventful year for us at IYCS, thanks to our funding partners; we were able 
implement most of the actions contained in our plan of action 2016. Each of these 
actions/events offered us greater possibility to convey the importance and the true meaning of 
our Review of Life Methodology in each of our lives and that of any YCSer. They were also 
opportunity for leaders of our movement, at their respective levels, to share their experiences 
in practicing the See-Judge-Act. This sharing shows how people, especially young people, are 
currently living upheavals, various tensions, new problems and how effective a means is the 
Review of Life in researching and implementing solutions to the many challenges they are 
confronted with. 

No doubt, the IYCS is a Movement of unity and inclusiveness, where all young students can 

express their faith in action together and according to the will of Christ. Something that Pope 

Francis reminds us of, by inviting us to go out "to meet people in the street, in buildings, in 

places of daily life, for pure gratuity. Without claiming anything. Not to conquer space but rather 

to be surprised by the miracles that Christ accomplished among his beloved. “Starting with the 

poor". It is in this way that we will continue our mission and work in the coming year. 

We affirm our commitment to constantly strategizing and developing student participation in 
society through active involvement in the issues of justice and peace; empowering member 
students to be active and responsible in society, especially in the student milieu of school and 
university, demonstrating such Christian values as tolerance, respect, dialogue, search for social 
justice, solidarity and community spirit; and to cooperate in youth sector work of other 
international organizations, especially on questions regarding environment, holistic quality 
education, peace and conflict resolution in line with our global campaign objectives. 
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APPRECIATION 

Some funding partners that supported our activities in the past are currently not able to support 
either due to growing financial challenges or to the refocusing of their thematic areas which in 
most case do not take into account support for our kind of initiatives. 

However, we have enjoyed support from the following Catholic funding Agencies which we 
would like to mention and thank for their belief in the IYCS Mission of transforming the world. 
These Agencies include: 

 CCFD Terre Solidaire - France 
 Fastenopfer - Switzerland 
 Development and Peace (Caritas Canada) 
 Missio Aachen, Germany 
 Misereor, Germany 
 Adveniat, Germany  
 Trocaire, Ireland 
 Manus Unidas, Spain 
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FINANCIAL REPORT IYCS 2016 
(Provisional Report for the 2016 annual exercise, not yet analyzed by Monsieur Dominique, Expert 

Accountant of the International Secretariat of IYCS) 

 

DEPENSES 2016 SECRETARIAT INTERNATIONAL DE LA JECI 

Nº POSTE DE DEPENSES MONTANT EN € BUDGÉTISÉ EN € % 

1 Indemnités des membres élus 26'919.12 38'040.00 71 

2 Personnel embauché salaires et Charges sociales 34'965.55 26'646.72 131 

3 Location de bureau 2'184.58 4'000.00 55 

4 Coûts de propriétés 15'241.50 14'910.00 102 

5 Frais locatifs 9'893.31 9'380.00 105 

6 Dépense de communication 3'866.57 3'200.00 121 

7 Assurances des membres élus 2'186.44 3'215.10 68 

8 Services Financiers 2'058.12 1'360.00 151 

9 Fournitures et Matériel 1'220.16 1'360.00 90 

10 Représentations et réunions 3'945.46 4’150.00 95 

11 Visitations aux Mouvements Nationales 2'140.70 5'100.00 42 

12 Dépenses pour projets 14'364.79 50'000.00 29 

13 TOTAL DEPENSES 118'986.30 161'361.82 74 

 

 

REVENUS 2016 SECRETARIAT INTERNATIONAL DE LA JECI 

Nº POSTE DE DEPENSES MONTANT EN € BUDGÉTISÉ EN € % 

1 Subvention du Secrétariat par FASTENOPFER 30’ 000.00 30’ 000.00 100 

2 Subvention du Secrétariat par le CCFD 22'409.22 22'001.82 102 

3 Subventions par autres Partenaires 6'874.69 15'000.00 46 

4 Cotisations des mouvements nationaux 150.00 3'000.00 5 

5 Revenus immobiliers 22'012.51 45'000.00 49 

6 Revenus correspondant aux projets 44'348.06 50'000.00 89 

8 REVENU TOTAL 125'794.48 165'001.82 76 
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ANNEX I: TWEETS For Syria 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Link to the tweets 

https://twitter.com/search?q=%23IYCS4Syri

a&src=typd 
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ANNEX II:  IYCS Presence in the World 
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ANNEX III: Testimonies from YCS encounters 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“It had motivated my sister to become a nun 

and it also guided me to opt for priesthood, 

it is all because the movement stood for 

equality of human beings irrespective of 

caste or creed. Today I stand for human 

values of equality and concern for people. I 

stand unique in my school because of my 

values. It is the formation given by the YCS 

movement in the past, which still enables 

me to go out of my way in the formation of 

youngsters.” Mr. Paul Doss, Former YCS/YSM 

member  

"Attending the State Camp had broadened 
my knowledge about the importance of 
keeping the environment sustainable and 
how as YCS Members, we can assist our 
Campaign; Climate Justice. Being my first 
camp it was definitely an experience I 
extremely enjoyed due to the warm 
welcome provided by the great YCS 
Members. Through this, I gained knowledge, 
leadership skills and friends. I definitely 
look forward to future camps and hope 
together we can continue to grow together 
in knowledge and faith." - Sisilina Saukuru, 
year 10, Cardijn College, Australia 

 

“Whoever and whatever I am today, I was 
modified by This Awesome Family called YCS. 
You won't know what it feels to be a Ycser 
until you become a member. I remain grateful 
for this opportunity to serve the Church and 
humanity through this Movement. God bless 
YOUNG CATHOLIC STUDENTS OF NIGERIA. 
Long Live YCS!!!” Collins Ikpa Chinweuba, 
Member YCS Nigeria. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/collinsikpa

