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Aim
KINGDOM OF GOD

Objective
STUDENTS COMMITTED TO THE 

TRANSFORMATION OF THE WORLD

Methodolgy : Review of Life

It works with the framework of See, Judge, Act 
in a logical sequence.  

SEE 
•	 Introspect	the	reality	with	one’s	eyes	and	all	

other senses ; 
•	 Answer	 the	 questions	 like	 -	 Why,	 What,	

When,	Where,	Who	and	How	
•	 Understand	 the	Causes	 and	Consequences	

of	the	problem
•	 Remind	yourself	by	going	through	this	kind	

of	incidents	in	your	life

JUDGE 
•	 Personal	 Reflections	 –	Values	 involved	 in	

this incident; 
•	 Theological	Reflections	–	God’s	intervention	

in this incident 
•	 Expert’s	 Inputs	 –	 Personalization	 of	 this	

incident; 
•	 Cell	 Reflections	 –	 Possibilities	 and	

strategies

ACT 
•	 Personal	action	for	self	-	change
•	 Concrete	 Action	 towards	 influencing	 the	

other 
•	 Plan	for	Group	action	and	Follow-up	

EVALUATE	 the	 activity	 for	 an	 effective	
Action

IYCS INFORMATION
Organization	name:	INTERNATIONAL	
YOUNG	CATHOLIC	STUDENTS	(IYCS)	
Date	of	creation	of	International	Coordination:	
1946 

Statutes	of	the	organization:	
•	 Non	 profit	 organisation	 (Association	 law	

1901	in	France)	
•	 Movement	 of	 Catholic	 Action	 of	 the	

apostolate	of	the	Laity	with	a	legal	status	in	
accordance	with	the	Code	of	Canon	law	

	 (Cf.	Can	298-311	and	321-329)
•	 Consultative	 status	 with	 ECOSOC	 (UN)	

and	operational	status	with	UNESCO
Working details of IYCS : 
A.	 The	International	Team	is	composed	of:	
-	 Secretary	General	
-	 Program	Coordinator	
-	 International	Chaplain	
B.	 The	 International	Committee	 is	 composed	

of	 one	 national	 movement	 representing	
each	region	and	team	members	working	in	
6	 Regional	 Coordinations.	 (Africa,	 Asia,	
Europe,	Middle	East,	Latin	America,	North	
America/	Pacific)	

C.	 An	 International	Advisory	Board	 to	 assist	
the	IT	and	IC

D.	 6	 International	 Commissions	 that	 advise	
the	 International	 Bodies	 on	 specific	 areas	
led	by	the	National	Movements	working	in	
their	own	country.	These	commissions	are:	

1.	Advocacy	and	Representation,	
2.	Global	Campaign,	
3.	Chaplaincy	and	Theology,
4.	Extension	and	Promotion,	
5.	Finance,	
6.	Resources	and	Publications.	

E.	 Partnership	 and	 membership	 in	 other	
organizations,	membership	of	networks:	

-	 Founding	 member	 of	 the	 International	
Coordination	 Meeting	 of	 Youth	
Organisations	(ICMYO)	

CONTACT US:

IYCS-JECI
7	IMPASSE	REILLE,	
75014	PARIS,	France	
Tel:	+33.1	45	48	14	72	

E-mail:	mail@iycs-jeci.org
Website:	www.iycs-jeci.org
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Administrative	Assistant
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-	 Member	of	the	International	Catholic	Centre	
of	Cooperation	with	UNESCO 

-	 Member	 of	 UN	 major	 groups	 of	 youth	 and	
children.



INTRODUCTION
The	 International	 Young	 Catholic	 Student	
(IYCS)	 is	 a	 Catholic	 action	 movement	 of	
the	 apostolate	 of	 Laity.	 It	 is	 traditionally	 an	
evangelization	 agent	 in	 schools	 and	 student	
milieu	(secondary	and	higher	education).	

IYCS	 is	 recognized	 by	 the	 Holy	 See	 as	 an	
International	Catholic	Organization	(ICO)	and	the	
Pontifical	Council	for	the	laity	is	its	dicastery.	

In	 international	 institutions,	 IYCS	 is	
committed	to	the	United	Nations	(UN)	having	
a	 consultative	 status	 with	 the	 Economic	 and	
Social	Commission	(ECOSOC)	and	operational	
status	with	UNESCO.	

Mainly	composed	of	pupils	and	students,	IYCS	
is	present	in	87	countries.
 
Since the International coordination was 
established	in	1946,	a	relationship	has	existed	
with	 the	 International	 Movement	 of	 Catholic	
Students	 –	 (IMCS	 –	 Pax	Romana).	 From	 the	
late	 1960s,	 the	 relationship	was	 strengthened,	
and	 led	 to	 the	 creation	 of	 joint	 regional	 co-
ordinations	 in	Latin	America,	Europe	 and	 the	
Middle	 East	 and	 in	 1977	 the	 International	
Secretariat	of	 IMCS-Pax	Romana	was	moved	
from	Fribourg,	Switzerland	to	Paris,	France.		

Since	 the	 beginning	 of	 the	 movement	 the	
identity	of	IYCS	at	the	international,	regional,	
national	 and	 the	 local	 levels	 has	 evolved	 and	
grown to meet the challenges of the world and 
the	local	context	in	which	it	has	been	active.

Aim
KINGDOM OF GOD

Objective
STUDENTS COMMITTED TO THE 

TRANSFORMATION OF THE WORLD 

Through the METHODOLOGY of 
Review of Life

IDENTITY OF IYCS-JECI

MISSION STATEMENT

IYCS	 aims	 to	 evangelize	 and	 transform	 the	
student	 milieu	 (both	 secondary	 and	 tertiary)	
through forming students and encouraging 
them	to	look	at	the	world	from	the	perspective	
of	poor,	with	a	commitment	to	global	solidarity,	
freedom,	 justice	 and	 peace.	 We	 understand	
ourselves	as	the	presence	of	the	church	in	and	at	
the	service	of	the	student	milieu.	The	movement	
enables	a	meeting	between	the	young	person	and	
Jesus	Christ	in	order	to	overcome	the	dualism	
between	 faith	 and	 life,	 and	has	 its	 foundation	
in	a	spirituality	of	action,	which	always	starts	
from	a	deep	analysis	and	faith	reflection	on	the	
reality.	

HISTORY: 
YCS	has	 its	 roots	 in	 	 the	methodology	of	YCW	
which	was	founded	by	Cardinal	Joseph	Cardijn	in	
1920s	in	Belgium	after	the	First	World	War.	

Inspired	by	the	methodology,	-	See,	Judge	and	Act,	
some	student	groups	participating	in	the	Church	
milieu	 started	 to	 share	 their	pastoral,	 social	 and	
personal	experiences	 in	 the	student	milieu,	with	
clear aims, following the same theological and 
ecclesiological	 views	 led	 them	 to	 the	 pastoral	
validity	of	YCS	Movement

With	 this	 vast	 experience	 many	 student	
representatives	 from	 Europe,	 America	 and	
Canada	 came	 together	 in	 Fribourg,	 Switzerland	
from	1-8	September	1946	to	define	the	common	
SPIRIT	and	outline	the	orientation	of	YCS.	The	
delegates	reflected	on	the	Catholic	identity	of	the	
Movement	 and	 accepted	YCS	 to	 be	 a	 Catholic	
Action	 Movement	 of	 lay	 people,	 in	 Spirit	 and	
Life,	 having	 responsibility	 in	 their	 lives	 with	
an	 apostolate	 to	work	 for	 the	 transformation	 of	
individuals	and	society	with	subordinated	attitude	
to	the	hierarchy	because	of	its	pastoral	nature.	

In	 1946	 the	 International	 YCS	 Center	 of	
Documentation	 and	 Information	 (ICDI)	 was	
created	at	Paris	for	the	service	of	all	YCS	groups	
existing	 throughout	 the	 world.	 International	
Commission	was	formed	 in	1947.	 In	1954	YCS	
celebrated	its	first	World	Council	at	Brussels	and	
here	 the	 International	 Young	 Catholic	 Students	
was	 constituted	 and	 the	 Statutes	 and	 Common	
Bases	were	approved.	Its	priorities	were	–	
•	 to	 develop	 apostolic	 action	 in	 the	 entire	

student milieu; 
•	 to	be	led	by	students	themselves;	
•	 to	exist	at	the	national	level	or	at	the	level	of	

an	ethnic	group	of	the	country;	
•	 to	have	been	for	at	least	one	year	Collaborator	

Movement	of	IYCS

OBJECTIVES OF IYCS:

a)	 To	 evangelize	 the	 student	 milieu	 and	
promote	 the	 student	 apostolate	 among	
students,	 at	 both	 secondary	 and	 tertiary	
levels,	 by	 responding	 to	 their	 needs	 and	
by	 stressing	 their	 responsibility	 in	 all	 the	
aspects	 of	 their	 lives	 (school,	 university,	
family,	etc)	in	the	Church’s	mission	and	in	
the world;

b)	 To	 bring	 together	 students	 seeking	
community,	 formation	 and	 action,	 in	 the	
framework	 of	 the	Catholic	 Church,	 at	 the	
local,	 national,	 continental	 and	 global	
levels;

c)	 To	 promote	 global	 solidarity,	 freedom,	
justice	 and	 peace	 and	 to	 work	 with	 all	
concerned	 women	 and	 men	 for	 joint	
reflection	and	action	leading	to	a	more	just	
and	equitable	social	order;

d)	 To	give	students	resources,	pedagogies	and	
methodologies	to	help	them	integrate	their	
Christian	faith	in	their	lives	at	all	levels	and	
in	their	efforts	to	build	a	more	just	society;

e)	 To	 be	 a	 voice	 for	 the	 student	 members	
by	 representing	 them	 in	 regional	 and	
international forums.

The Global Campaign for 2015-2019: 
“Protecting	our	Common	Home”.

With	thrusts	–	
a)	 To	Achieve	the	reduction	of	Global	

Warming
b)	 To	grant	access	to	Holistic	Quality	

Education
c)	 To	transform	Conflicts	and	achieve	

Sustainable	Peace


