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INTRODUCTION 

 

The IYCS have continued to prioritize the integral development of the human person and have 

provided through the various programs we organize, an avenue for young people to be better 

developed and have their skills enhanced to tackle the reality of their everyday life. This is 

intended to bring about personal transformation of the students in order for them to champion the 

course of change and development within their community. 

Through our advocacy effort, we are promoting and putting before the various agencies of 

government the need for access to holistic quality education for life worldwide. This is one of the 

trust of our Global Campaign 2015 ï 2019; ñProtecting our Common Homeò.  

In addition, we are also promoting actions to reduce Global Warming, transform conflicts and 

achieve peace building through young studentsô contribution. We and our Movements around the 

world have and continue to organize sensitization workshops and formation sessions and have 

made some campaign videos and ads, encouraging ecological lifestyles. 

We are motivated by our motto ñPreferential Option for the poorò to act in defense of the poor 

and needy reaching out to them in the peripheries with the act of love and in turn re-echoing their 

cries to the appropriate quarters through our advocacy efforts  .  

These and many more we are doing at the International Secretariat level, but much more is been 

implemented at the grassroots by the different National Movements for the purpose of 

Christianizing oneself and others and by so doing, make the world a better place for all to dwell 

in peace and harmony with one another and with nature. 

We are determined to affirm our role even more in this task of personal and social transformation 

and continue in our effort to ñglocalizedò the actions and initiatives of our local Movement (i.e 

bringing global perspective into looking at their local reality) through global formation sessions 

and exchange of relevant information. 

We thank you our partners for reposing in us this great confidence and trust to champion this 

course of transforming students milieu for the attainment of a sustainably developed world. 

With our most esteemed regards and best wishes, 

IYCS International Team (2015 ς 2019) 

 
 
Richard Francis, APEH             Rev. Fr. Charles MENEZES 
Secretary General              International Chaplain 
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I. THE PRESENCE OF IYCS IN THE WORLD TODAY 

 

tǊŜǎŜƴǘ ƛƴ ус ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΣ L¸/{ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜǎ ƛƴ ƛǘǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ Ŏŀƭƭ άΦΦDƻ ƻǳǘ ƛƴǘƻ 
ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻŎƭŀƛƳ ǘƘŜ DƻƻŘƴŜǿǎέ όCf. Matt. 28:19) by expanding and extending its 
impact to new territories. 

 

Map of IYCS presence 

New contacts are currently being explored in Poland, Brazil, Argentina and some parts of USA. 
We hope to continue in faithful engagement to the service of the Church by increasing 
International YCS leadership in the New Evangelization and improve our commitment in roles 
for the splendour of the Kingdom of God. 

See list of Countries in Annex. 

 

II.  IYCS GLOBAL CAMPAIGN 2015 ɀ 2019  
 

 At its World Council held from July 22nd ς August 3rd, 2015 in Taygaytay City, Philippines, the 

IYCS adopted a four year Plan of Action 2015 ς 2019 focusing on five main domains; Global 

Campaign, Students Leadership Training, Review of Life Methodology, International Solidarity 

and Organizational Sustainability  

IYCS, in solidarity with the whole Church and the world itself, had committed itself to the urgent 
task of the promotion of the healing and protection of the Earth/environment. We encourage 
individual or personal initiatives but we strive to bring the efforts and endeavors of the youth 
into communal act so as to achieve better results and to synergize the energies of the youth for 
such purpose.  
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¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ Dƭƻōŀƭ /ŀƳǇŀƛƎƴΤ άProtecting our Common HomeέΣ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ 
implemented lot of actions to help us achieve this purpose. The Global Campaign whose 
objectives are to; achieve the reduction of Global Warming; grant access to holistic quality 
education for life worldwide and transform conflicts and achieve peace building by young 
students' contributions has  enabled us to mobilize and galvanize young students all over the 
ǿƻǊƭŘ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ [ŀǳŘŀǘƻ {ƛΤ ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ CŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ŜƴŎȅŎƭƛŎŀƭ ƻƴ ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀƭ 
ecology and encourage them to develop personal and group action towards addressing the 
issues identified in the Campaign objectives which have direct consequences on students and 
indeed the whole of humanity. 
 
CAPACITY BUILDING 

We continue to search for ways of bringing youth leaders for training and sessions so that they 
may in turn pass on their learning to other young people in the different parts of the world and 
to do this, we strengthened the capacity of IYCS leaders around the world towards the 
implementation of the Global Campaign objectives. 
 
From the 6th ς 15th of August 2016, we organized a Global Campaign Training session in Madrid 
Spain bringing together the regional Coordinators from (Africa, Europe, Latin America and the 
Middle East), representative of National 
Movements in the International 
Committee (namely Rwanda, Peru, 
Germany, France, Ethiopia etc), the six 
International Commissions represented by 
ό¸/{κ¸{a LƴŘƛŀΣ W9/ /ƻǘŜ ŘΩLǾƻƛǊŜΣ a{!/ 
Italy, YCS Nigeria, JEC Cameroon and YCS 
South Korea) and the members of the 
International Advisory Board. During this 
session, participants were trained on the 
various aspects of the IYCS Global 
/ŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ ƴŀƳŜƭȅΩ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘΣ 
Education, Peace and Conflict Resolution 
and how to develop National and Regional 
campaigns focusing on the local reality(s).  
 
As part of the effort to encourage a zero or no cost campaign, participants developed some 
campaign videos using their smart phones and other readily available resources, some of the 
videos can be seen on website http://iycs-jeci.org/iycs-global-campaign-2015-2019/ or through 
the youtube, link : https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lEhgL8Uy--E 
 
Many National Movements have since developed their own National activities to create 
awareness and strengthen collective actions towards building a healthier and peaceful society. 
Some examples of such initiatives are reported below; 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lEhgL8Uy--E
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1. JEC Rwanda 

 
Within the framework of the Global Campaign, JEC Rwanda did organized a National Camp from 
нтǘƘ ǘƻ нфǘƘ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нлмс ŀǘ DƛƪƻƴŘƻΣ YƛƎŀƭƛΣ wǿŀƴŘŀ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǘƘŜƳŜΥ άCaring for our 
/ƻƳƳƻƴ IƻƳŜ ά¢ƘŜ 9ŀǊǘƘέ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƎƛǾŜ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ōǳƛƭŘ ƻǳǊ 
faith - our future towards sustainable developƳŜƴǘέ. 
 

The session addressed in detail, the 
Iƻƭȅ CŀǘƘŜǊ tƻǇŜ CǊŀƴŎƛǎΩ 9ƴŎȅŎƭƛŎŀƭ 
ƭŜǘǘŜǊ άƻƴ ŎŀǊŜ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ 
ƘƻƳŜ άLaudato Siέ calling on all 
participants at the camp to be the 
best teacher to everyone living on 
this planet inviting them to enter 
into dialogue with all people about 
άƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ƘƻƳŜέ and calling all 
people of all age and class to 
ŀŎǘƛǾŜƭȅ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ά/ŀǊŜ ŦƻǊ 
our Common Home. 
 
There were also discussions on 

ƻǘƘŜǊ о ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻǇƛŎǎΥ DƻŘΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴ ŦƻǊ /ǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ wƻƭŜ ƻŦ ƘǳƳŀƴƛty, Holistic Quality 
Education and the future of JEC/YCS RWANDA. 
 
¢ƘŜ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘŀǘƻǊ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜŘ DƻŘΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴ ŦƻǊ /ǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ 
according to the Genesis 1:28 account of creation 
and encouraged YCS members to accompany their 
prayers with actions guided by the methodology of 
{ŜŜΣ WǳŘƎŜΣ !Ŏǘ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ ƘŀǊƳƻƴȅ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘΩǎ 
creation. 
 
The camp was officially closed by tree planting 
exercise launched by Odongo Innocent, the Pan 
African Coordinator and IZABAYO Jean Claude the 
National President JEC Rwanda. 
         

 
 
 
 

2. YCS Africa in Guinea Conakry 
 

L-R Innocent Odongo (IYCS African Coordinator) & Jean 

Claude, YCS Rwanda 
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The African regional coordination as part of the IYCS Laudato si campaign, organized a sub-
regional training session for English and French Speaking West African Countries bringing 
together students from twelve (12) African Countries namely; The Gambia, Togo, Nigeria, Mali, 
Sierra Leone, Senegal, Liberia, Niger, Guinea /ƻƴŀƪǊȅΣ .ŜƴƛƴΣ .ǳǊƪƛƴŀ Cŀǎƻ ŀƴŘ /ƻǘŜ 5ΩLǾƻƛǊŜΦ 
This session took place at the centre of the Catholic Organization for the Promotion of Humanity 
(OCPA) in Lambanyi (Conakry) from the 4th to 10th of December, 2016 under the theme; 
άProtecting our Common Home; African Students in Actionέ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ 
equipping students with skills and providing them the platform to take action to protect 
creation and transform their living environment in to the light of the Gospel by restoring the 
value and welfare of humanity through their contribution in the protection of the environment. 
 
The students identified some major 
environmental problems affecting 
our planet especially in Africa such 
as Soil degradation, Pollution, 
Drought, Flooding, Climate Change, 
Proliferation of Plastic Waste etc 
and acknowledging its serious 
negative implication for the whole 
of humanity, they reflected on the 
call of the Holy Father in his 
ŜƴŎȅŎƭƛŎŀƭ άLaudato Siέ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
urgent need for a new dialogue on 
how we can build the future of the 
planet. The session also 
emphasized the need for a conversion that unites us all, because the environmental challenge 
we are facing and our human roots concern both present and future generations (Laudato Si 
14). 

 
They also acknowledged that human activity of subduing 
the earth over time which are increasingly greed driven 
has become an increased injustice towards human 
beings themselves and others creations hence 
threatening the sustainability of creation and destroying 
the good that God saw when he created the universe 
and that irrespective of age and gender, we all suffer the 
negative consequences of these human action.  
 
They time to analyze various conventions related to the 
protection of the environment, in particular the 
resolution of COP 21 and 22 calling on the countries of 
the world for solidarity action on the emission of 
greenhouse.  



Protecting our Common Home | IYCS GLOBAL CAMPAIGN 2015 ς 2019 8 

 

The participants expressed their conviction about the role of the Church and by extension, the 
YCS in promoting the principles of sustainable development and in her commitment to work for 
the preservation of the environment which they expressed through Tree planting and 
Environmental awareness walk in the city of Conakry as well as developing elaborated Country 
Action plan for the protection of the environment. 
 

3. YCS Zimbabwe 
 

The Zimbabwean Nation Team of YCS from 

the 23rd to the 25th of September 2016 

held a two day training session at Regina 

Mundi high School; in Gweru gathering 

over 60 students and animators, first with 

the aim of equipping them with skills and 

knowledge about the YCS Review of Life 

methodology and how to apply it in their 

various activities and meetings and on 

how their actions and contribution at local 

level can fits into the global sustainable 

development agenda.  

!ǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aƻǾŜƳŜƴǘΩǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ L¸/{ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴΣ άProtecting our Common 

IƻƳŜέ, the students were trained on the global campaign relating it to the Papal encyclical 

άLaudato Siέ. The session opened up the students understanding of their role in the campaign 

and evoked a lot of excitement amongst them to take actions starting at individual level. The 

students committed themselves at individual level to: 

V get involved,  

V get more information, 

V reduce waste,  

V reduce their carbon footprint, 

V talk about it  with their friends and Family and  

V Pray about our common home. 

And as a group, they committed to: 

V Create awareness on the need to care for our common home- writing articles, creating 

songs and posters; 

V Participate in local activities / events that are promoting action against climate change 

and all activities that promote the protection of the common home; 

V Challenge leaders on issues of climate change and care for our common home; 
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V Pay attention to discussion/legislation that concern climate change;  

V Start initiatives at school that promote the care for the common home and 

V Praying for the common home. 

 

4. SCA Philippines 
 
The SCA EarthkeepersΩ Summit 
was {/!Ωǎ way of celebrating its 
80th anniversary. It was a 
moment not only to remember 
what the Student Catholic 
Action of Philippines has done, 
but to seek what they can still 
do, with other partners, in 
response to the call of 
άProtecting Our Common 
HomeΦέ 
  
The Summit began with an 
exposure to various situations 
that different communities are 
facing due to the rapid rate at which climate is changing and the abuses done in nature. It was 
then followed with inputs from various experts in studying and reflecting on what is going on 
with our Common Home. The inputs from the exposure and talks were then reflected upon by 
the participants who underwent workshops to know how to push through the environmental 
campaign in various ways possible and their outputs were showcased afterwards. 
  
It was a wonderful process because it guided the participants from seeing the problem in its 
entirety, evaluating the present factors as they favour or go against the protection of our 
common home, and proposing action to address the situation. The workshops also empowered 
the participants with the skills that they need to further develop better approaches in spreading 
the campaign about environment and in approaching the problem in different angles. 
 
Here are testimonies of some of the participants: 
 

άDuring the summit, I realized that protecting our Common Home requires a 
personal commitment to change, but in order to do that, we must be able to spread 
the need to change, resist big changes that harm the environment, and make sure 
that people know the essence of why we do things. To really succeed, I believe that 
gradual understanding of ǿƘŀǘΩǎ going on and a group decision to change based on 
personal commitments is necessary to accomplish the goal of having a cleaner and 
greener future ahead of us. This is hard, but this is one of those thorns worth 
grasping to reach the well-deserved roseέΦ Steven Segura SCA Philippines  
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άI was depressed upon knowing that our Mother Earth is slowly dying due to our 
irresponsible actions. I was guilty enough because I am aware; I also contributed to 
the different factors which caused our Mother 9ŀǊǘƘΩǎ downfall. I am challenged to 
change my reckless actions. I realized that even a simple action like abusing the 
usage of paper could create an impact on our environment. As an SCA leader, I can 
ǎƘŀǊŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƛƴǎƛƎƘǘǎ LΩǾŜ ƎŀƛƴŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ōȅ ǘŜƭƭƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǎǇǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ 
awareness among my community. Taking an immediate response is important. I and 
my companions made an action plan towards this situation. We planned to conduct 
a workshop or program that may help in maintaining a healthy environment. It will 
ōŜ ŀ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ŜŘǳŎŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ оwΩǎ ƴŀƳŜƭȅΣ wŜŘǳŎŜΣ wŜǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ 
Recycle including maintaining a clean environment. We also plan to enhance the 
system in the implementation of CLAYGO (Clear as You Go) policy in our school since 
it was ignored once in a while. We will encourage other youth to be part of these 
activities to be fruitful.έ 
Bea Marie Ganarias, SCA member from University of Negros Occidental-Recoletos 

 
5. YCS Australia 

 

YCS Australia has also been very much 
involved in the climate justice campaign 
and has organized several training 
sessions in the different YCS groups and 
Dioceses to build capacity of members 
to act. One of such is the recent Judge 
Climate Justice Camp organized by the 
Townsville YCS for teenagers from Ryan 
/ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜΣ {ǘΦ tŀǘǊƛŎƪΩǎ College 
ToǿƴǎǾƛƭƭŜΣ {ǘΦ aŀǊƎŀǊŜǘ aŀǊȅΩǎ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ 
and the combined Parish groups to 
review the National Campaign to 
produce some fantastic personal and 
collective action plans for the 
Townsville YCSers 
 

During one of the training camps, 
Students from Adelaide and Port Pirie 
Dios came up with an action plan to 
create hampers to support people that 
are affected by climate change.  
 
 
 

Some participants at the Townsvile Climate 
camp  
 

YCS Australia Climate Justice Training 
Climate camp  
 

Some participants at the Townsvile Climate 
camp  
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6. YCS Kenya 
 

YCS Kenya wanting to contribute her bit in the 

protection of our Common Home; the Earth 

took to the street in the suburb of Nairobi on 

the 8th of October, 2016 to clean up the 

environment, create awareness on waste 

management and on sustainable and ethical 

lifestyles and to plant trees to reduce the effect 

of carbon footprint in their country.  

 

III.   ACCOMPANYING REGIONAL AND NATIONAL COORDINATION 
 

We have continued to strengthen our accompaniment of regional and National Movements 

through visits and participation in events and most importantly to ensure the application of the 

Review of life methodology at all levels of the YCS movement. 

A. African Council Rwanda 
 

The international Secretariat Team represented by both the outgoing and incoming Secretary 

Generals Nuno Wemans and Richard Apeh respectively participated as trainers to the IYCS 

Africa Study Session/Council meeting held in Kigali Rwanda with participants from 20 from IYCS 

Africa member countries. Aside from facilitating the training sessions and workshops, it also 

gave us time for the old and new secretary General to have personal interactions with YCSers 

from different African Countries and to understand the reality o f the Movement in their various 

countries.  

During this session, YCS Rwanda was elected as the representative of the African National 

Movements to the IYCS International Committee. The Council also elected, Innocent Odongo of 

YCS Uganda and Agathe Sagne Mossagne. of JEC Senegal as IYCS Africa Regional Coordinators. 

B. Asia Council 
 

On the 2nd and 3rd of August 2015, Richard Apeh participated in the Study Session/Council 

meeting of IYCS Asia in Tagaytay, Philippines. During this session, the Movements in Asia 

accessed the progress of the Asian coordination and proposed new ways of addressing the 

regional challenges faced by the Movement. They also reiterated their commitment to 
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strengthen their collaboration with Regional and International Coordination. Aside electing a 

New Regional Coordinator; Bosco Tri Pham from YCS Vietnam, they also elected three National 

Movements namely SCA Philippines, YCS China and YCS Sri Lanka to support the Asian 

Coordination Team in the discharge of the duties. 

As a result of the administrative difficulties 

faced by the newly elected coordinator, the 

International Secretariat took up the task 

of accompanying the Asian Coordinator 

through regular bi weekly meetings and 

trainings, he however could not cope with 

hardship due non availability of fund and 

high cost of living in the Philippines thereby 

tendering his resignation as regional 

coordinator in December 2016. The 

International secretariat therefore became 

saddled with the total responsibility of 

managing affairs of the regional coordination including communication and other internal 

administrative task of the Asia coordination. To assist in this task, after due consultation with 

the regional chaplain, advisor and Asian team members, we did appointed one Steven Segura 

Nelson of SCA Philippines as regional communication focal point for Asia pending when a more 

permanent solution is decided by the Asian National Movements  

We are currently planning a regional training session and strategic meeting for all the Asian 

National Movements in the Philippines from the 13th ς 19th of March 2017 which we hope will 

create a platform for the National Movements to reflect and find a lasting solution to the Asian 

coordination challenges. 

C. European Congress 
 

From 10th ς 18th September, 2016, Fr. Charles 

Menezes; IYCS International Chaplain took part 

in the JECI-MIEC European Congress held at St. 

WƻǎŜǇƘΩǎ aƻƴŀǎǘŜǊȅΣ /ŜƭƧŜΣ {ƭƻǾŜƴƛŀ ǿƛǘƘ bƛƴŜ ƻŦ 

the thirteen European JECI-MIEC National 

Movements represented. Aside giving inputs to 

their various sessions and discussion groups and 

presenting the international perspective of the 

Movement, Fr. Charles was present to give 
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opportunity to the participants to begin their day with the Lord through the celebration of the 

Holy Eucharist every morning. During this session, the team developed and adopted an 

Orientation Guideline for the European Team with a strong emphasis on upholding the Catholic 

Identity and values of the JECI-MIEC Movement. 

D. MSAC Italy 
 

On the 30th of September ς 1 of October, 

Richard visited the YCS Movement in Italy 

όaƻǾƛƳŜƴǘƻ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘƛ ŘΩ!ȊƛƻƴŜ /ŀǘǘƻƭƛŎŀΣ 

MSAC) during which he had a meeting with 

the National Team of MSAC Italy. Present at 

the meeting were the National Chaplain, 

National Secretaries and the Regional 

coordinators 

The meeting offered us the opportunity to 

share with the National Team the life of the Movement Internationally and to present to them 

the plan of Action/Global Campaign of IYCS and in turn listen to the different Actions that is 

being implemented by MSAC Italy. 

It was also an opportunity to remind 

the National Movement of their 

responsibility towards the 

International YCS especially as it 

relates to their duties as chair of the 

IYCS International Commission for 

Finance. 

Participants at the meeting, some of 

which were hearing about the 

Internationality of the Movement for 

the first time, were very happy to learn that they are connected through this Movement with 

other likeminded youths in other parts of the world 

One of the participants shared this on the facebook page of Movimento Studenti Azione 

Cattolica.  After the meeting: 

άFeeling in the family has never been so beautiful, Richard taught us that! 

the IYCS is an international organization that puts you in touch with the Catholic 

student movements all over the world.έ 






































